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\" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
b 14tk May 1872, ‘
- No. 419, Read the following P ‘oceediné‘s of the Government of India Publie

Works Department (Account—General), dated Fort William, 22nd April

. 71872, No. 388 A-—G. :—

Reserve S.foc/:. .
i Read the following :—

. Endorsement ?f the.Financial Department, No. 1,794, dated the 5k Jaly 1870, forwarding, for
consideration of the Public Works Department, copy of the following Despatch Of’the

: Secrctary of State on the above subject :—
iFrom the Secretary of State for India, to the Government of India, dated 31s¢
) May 1870, No. 189. : :

| My attention having been drawn to the probability of impending changes i
. the conveyance of light stores to India by the Suez Canal, and to tﬁe poss?bilitn
- which may result from this more rapid mode¢ of communication of diminishin thy
. reserve stocks of Military and other stores in India, the quantities of Which%ve :
fixed at a time when these facilities did not exist, I request that your Excellene 1"8
" Government will consider this important subject, so that advantace may be taky X
of the opportunities which may be afforded,. so soon as the arra:rrements und f!n
stood to be in progress by the ship owners interested in the Indianbcarryino t,a:jr.
: shall have been matured, - ‘ ' ' ° °
.~ 2. Ihave also, in connection with this subject, to invite your Excellency’
attention to the propricty of disposing of any accumulation of surplus or obsolc);ts
_stores in the various Arsenals and Depots throughout India, which from the returne
. which from time to time have reached this Office, would seem to be b); no means
 inconsiderable in quantity and value. | ’
N 3. In regard to the conve}ance of stores by the Suez Canal roufe Ian
- informed that the quantity of stores sent from LEngland by that route‘ boars’as 'e; _
a very trifling proportion to that sent piu the Cape, and that such ag have bge
| 80 despatched are almosfs exclusively for Bombay. Nor is it probable that 1.1ea,vn
., g.oods, such as machinery, iron girders, and the like, can, for some considerab]y
; time, be scnt by ships passing through the canal, so long at least ag they ma be
* subject to being taken out of the ship for the purpose of lightening her- yIt .2
; expected that the charge for freight will always exceed that vz'z the C: e ot" G a
" Hope, so that it is probable that the stores for which the canal route WiIl)l be i o
" diately available will be such as have hitherto been sent by the Peninsublr-nme-
' Oriental Company’s vessels, and the rates of freight will have to be com arezl a'nd
~ those charged by that Company rather than with those charged b P , vith
" sailing ships by the long sca route. : ° yowners of,
! 4. On considering the whole subject, however, it appears to me that th
. can be little doubt that the effect of this sreat work must be to accelerat elre
© conveyance of stores between the two countries. And I shall therefore bz (Z]t ’
© i to receive your Excgllency’s views on the subjects indicated in this Despafch g

¢

Endorsement by Financial Department, dated 5th July 1870, No. 1.794
. OepErep that a copy of the foregoing Despatch be sent to the Military and Pupije Works
, : r

: Departments for consideration.
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{ Preceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
: 14¢% May 1872, ’

i

5. In order to judge of the value and importance of these results, it’fs.ﬁnece_rssary to explain
‘that the figures used apply to the fotal stock balanse of the department, a large Proportion of
:which consists of special stock manufactured or purchased for specific works, but which for want
! of estimate or for sundry other reasons, cannot becharged off against those individual works. .

6. 1tis submitted that stock of this description cannot be considered ag belonging to the
.reserve stock of the department, which would aprear to be what is particularly referred ?o in
the inquiries ordered to be instituted by the Secretary of State, and. should thcrefor? l.)e entirely
‘excluded from the estimate as to what, compatible ',w"ith sfficiency, is a reasonable limit to place
“on the reserve stock of the department. - S

It is to be regretted that the exact proportion the special stock bears to the total stock
balance of the department cannot, from the information at present available, be determined
:for cach of the years in the period under considemation. At the close of 1869-70 the value
“of the special stock on hand was, as near as can be ascex:taincd, about 60 per cent., of the tota]
.stock balance of the department, which then amounted to Rlxpees 98,’{7,303, and as many large
-important works necessitating manufacturing operations being carried on, on 2 large scale,
.have been commenced upon since that date, it is reasonable to suppo.se '.that tlfxs percentage
'has not, up to the present time, been diminished, " From this estimate it is possible to deduce
with some degree of accuracy what the prescntr?ctual value of the reserve stock of the
! department really is— + ' St
; At the end of December last the total value of the stqck in balance RS.
; - amounted to el 90,00,996
; From this 60 per cent. of the total balgnce should be | deducted on
] account of special stock ... S TIPS 54,09,597
3 | Difference... 36,00,399
' This balance should be further reduced by thé amount made over t~o

Provincial Services -t e e

LY

12,19,006

And the balance... 23,81,363
’may be said to constitute the balance of the department’s reserve stock,.and which may
f:l‘)e estimated as eonsiderably less than a year's supply. ‘xA‘]arge I"‘OP(_“‘“‘”l of this balance consists
'of timber which in almost all the districts in whith .the operamq?_s of the department are
‘conducted has to be brought green and kept in stors t{mﬂtxl scasoned, in congequence o‘f seasoned
'tmib(il; n;(;f ;t:;?li;'sioi?::zlczssary to explain that the full value of the Public Works stock in

balance has been finally charged off against the Dudget gr'ant, and.that any additions made

.'t° the balance year by year are in like manner char.ged off against the grant.

/ On this principle, and in conformity with existing Code Rules, all sales of surplus or obsoleto

‘storcs which would necessarily go to reduce the stock balance, wou}d not be brought to accouny”
‘a3 revenue, but would be equivalent to an increase to ;the Budget ‘grant of the yeas in whiel,

“the sales were effected, 4. e., the spending power of thg department would be increased by the

‘amount thus realized. b o

4 It is considercd desirable to mention this point in referenco to the subject under considerg.

‘tion, a8 in paragraph 2 of the Secrctary of State's Despatch the. attention of the GOVern;p'ent of

Iudia is invited to the propriety of disposing ‘‘of any accumulation of surplug or obsolete stores, "

; It should be observed that the Code Rules and Regulations of the department gre very -
:stringent and binding in respect to the powe.r that f:an‘bg e:_<ercised.in increasing the reserve gtock

of the department. The lowest possible limit consnston‘t ,with efficiency, a.m_d. with due consider.

‘ation to the current requirements of the department, is fixed for ez'zch.dx-wsxon, and any action

'in regard to the purchase or manufacture of s'tock in excess of this l.xmxt cannot, unless ypder

:special circumstances, be taken without special and distinet authority. I.t is further g b

"noticed that rules for the more efficient check and control over t'he transact}xons relating to th,
special stock of the department are at present “ndcfm?onﬁ,lflgratlon, and will be ifltroduced .

carly as possible. . T
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Proceedings of the Madyas Goovernment, Public 1Vo

-

rks Department,

14tk May 1872,

OzpER.—~Ordered that a copy of the foregoing

To Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal
the North-Western Provinces, and the Pun jab.

Chief Commissioners of the Central Provinces,
Oudh, British Burmah and Mysore.

Resident at Hyderabad. :

Agents to the Governor-General for Central India
and Rajpootana.

Superintendent of Port Blajr.

Consulting Engineer for Railways, Guleutta.

ahore.

. : . Lucknow.

Chief Engineer, Punjab Northern (State; Ra'l-
way. :

Engineer-in-Chief, Indus Valley (State) Railway.

Superintending Engineer, Delhi District, Rajpoo-
tana (State) Railway.

uperintending Engineer, Agra District, Rajpoo-

tana (State) Railway.

Superintending Engineer, Iolkar (State) Rail-
way, '

33 LR

(Signed) " P. P, O’CONNELL, Colonel, R.E

papers be forwarded to the
Local Governments, Administrations,
and Officers of the Railway Branch
noted in the margin, whose attention is
specially directed to the importance of
reducing the balance of reserve stock to
the lowest possible limits consistent with
efliciency, and with due consideration to
the actual requirements of the depart-
ment.  Further, that every advantage
should be taken of the increased facilitics
aforded by the Suez Canal route for re-
Plenishing the reserve stock with supplies

of all kinds (and especially light stores)

obtained through the Sccretary of State.

- COpy also forwarded to the Finan-
cial Department for information, with

of that department, No, 1,794, dated the 5th

3.,
Of g. Depy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

1

—_—————

s ' Neemuch ( w ) o
reference to endorsement
J uly 1870,
No. {20,

ACCOUNT, No. 38.

OrpER THEREON, 14th May ?1872, No. 1,317,

i )
Comyrxicatep for the information
of the under-mentioned oficers :—

Chief Engineer for Irrigation. -

Consulting Engincer for Railways.
Superintending Engircers.

Controller of Public Works Accounts,

General Superintendent of Public Works Stores,

Major R. B. Kennedy.

}

(True Extract.)

i
? Colonel, R.E.,

i
Oﬁiciat;[ng Secretary to Government.

To the Chief Engineer for Iri-igatiqn.
»»  Consulting Engineer for Railways.
To Superintending Engineers.
To the Controller of Public Works Accounts.

b

i

i
i

»»  General Superintendent of Public Works Stores. |

To Major R. B. Kennedy. i

!

Exd. E, C. Shunker. i

o
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