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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Public Works Department
- 4th April 1871, ’

No. 46. Read the following letter from the Deputy Socretary to the G
ment of India, Public Works Department, (Acco unt—-lzailw e Govern-
Sec'retary to the Government of Madras, Public Works Da y,) to the

Railway branch, dated Fort William, 13th March 1871, No 18(35???@’

I axt directed to forward, for the informati 1 ‘

accompanying extract of a report by Captai(;n;fléﬁe(};?%nm::sg;f I\{'airas, the
ant-General in this department, on the system pursued’ in au(.l,itino- than coount-
the Guaranteed Railways in the Bombay Presidency on behalf of aOVG accounts of
to state that the Governor-General in Council considers thatthe syst en'lmem’ and
there might, with advantage, be followeu on the Railways in Ma d);asem introduced

9. The opinion of the Government of Madras on the matter is solicited

Report by Captain A J. FILGATE, R. E., Assistant Accountant-General, Public Work
Department, on the Bombay, LParoda, and Central India Railwag;s dated Bomzr:/s
) ay,

the 24th September 1870.

I mustT again bear record to the satisfactory state of the accounts of this Com

9, In my last report, early in 1869, allusion was made to an item of Rupee: &;lg4 ;
value of English stores anaccounted for ; this sum has gince been written off to the d b 819, fhe
under the authority of the Government of India. Further inquiry and investigation ef I{LOf Gapieal
of former stock-takings bas sesulted in & sum of Rupees 1,60,446 now standine ab tho the .records
account called Stores excess and deficiency.” Thismay fairly be looked upo; as ae ctredlt Of- =
the larger sum previously written off, and the Chief Auditor purposes sending forwzd‘ogrzizlsn?t

for thus disposing of the credit on this account.
f some surplus stores belonging to the Company has resulted in a book loss of

3, Thesale 0
Rupecs 24,266, which the Chief Auditor would desire to dispose of in conjunction with the lasti
but as, under these circumstances, only a very omall portion, if any, of theloss ¥ el ;St item ;
Revenue, the procedure would be in direct contravention to the l‘ecent:)rders of the G°“ fall on
India on the subject of Josses incurred through the deterioration of stores in stock "I‘}e?ment of
orders, the whole of the loss incurred on the sale of stores which have deteriorate d.wh‘ln er these
must be borne by Revenue, and in absence of any subsequent ruling on tho matter. th 1 i in stock
loss should be dealt with in-accordance with the orders referred to. » the whole of tho

4, Some doubts appear to exist as to the manner in which refunds should be dealt wi
Consulting Enginect being of opinion that guch items should be paid into the Treasurat 'zlxlth, th.e
of the Compa.ny’s account with Government, while the Chief Auditor considers that ytho edCredxt
Government ¢an be sufficiently met by these sums being paid to the credit of the Compan;'solgacx; "
he orders on this subject heing to ensure all amounts of receipts andnp::;g

The object of t
ments being exhibited in the gross, and to bring the Railway Companies’ system of account int
0

accord with thab in force in all Government officey ander Which Lisbursers are placed in fund
golely by means of credit m:ders or letters of credit, it is clear that the Consulting Engineer hs’
placed 2 correct interpretation on the Resolution of the Government of India, & d” . o a8
pe carried out. , and his views of the
5. Thereis s gmall sum standing to the credit of the ¢ Delhi Extension Survey’ whi
ghould be adjusted at an early date, as the plans, ete., have been made over to Governnz ';W ich
all the expenditure incurred on the survey has been recouped to the Company ronment, and
6. The Chief Auditor will address his London Board on the subj :
; - - . gubject of the
1,08,767-11—5, which stands 1n the Indian books to the head London Treasury ’,Bl::?tho:, i{.upee.;
i i ) iew
¢ details of tho transaction. Asthe amount was obtained for expenditure i(;

ascertaining the exac
peen duly accounted for in the Tndian books, I think it would be a more

this country, and has
satisfactory procedure for the sum to be exhibited as an advance made by Government in thi
n tnis

country, and for credit to be afforded to the Sceretary of State through the London account

account.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public FVOI:I:

s Department,
4th April 1871.

7. Time did not permit my examining
- that the double set of store ledgers formerly

.the books of the Store Department ; but T am assured
sary intermediate record of receipt and issue

objected to have been abolished, and that the neces-
of stores is now kept up in a complete manner.

t——

Report bg;) Captain A.J.FILGATE, R, E., dssistant Accountant- General, Public Works
epariment, on the Great Indign Peninsula Ra; ;
Septembor 1870 ' ailway, dated Bombay, the 24th
IN my last report on the accounts of this Com i
Pany, ow i i
audit then in force, I suggested that an 'ndependentyAﬁd;:fr i;ce;tam oot 1 tho myskam of
the Chief Accountant ; the Board of Dire o

ctors of the Cop ;
but they extended the responsibility and powers by 4id o

of their Chj
changed his designation to that of ** Auditor,” eir Chief Offc

2. I am bound to admit that the Board appear ¢ have
tant subject, as further experience on othe

r Railwa,ya has
Accountant distinct from the Chief Auditor shown

that the plan of having a Chief
has been 5 P Plan of having
has recently been abandoned after a trial of gom ’

and, in one instance, this system
e years,
3. The Account and Audit Office of the C

; ompang is ng
manner than it was on the occasion of my la, ww

st visit, Ty
are subjected to a rigid scrutiny, and al] outlay, ° focounts of the

both in
of sanctions or works ledger as the expenditure cash

ot concur in this suggestion,
er of Accounts in India, and

Engineer Department

i8 passeq and stores, ig posted into a register
cerned ; by this means a good check is obtained oy and debiteq against the sanchions con-

5. The question of dealing with the duplicate

. . engine gear i gt . . e
endeavours are being made to arrive at the proper valug :)f efch all::i:;lﬂ u;lder mw-astfga(,ltlon, :ﬁg
account will be finally adjusted, and any deficiency in value wil] pg chae- . Vhen this is o'ne, b
while, the Locomotive Superintendent has heen jng rged off to Revenue ; m

tructed that .
i i i 3 € les
in store, instead of making up his requirements i the locomotive shollflllst make use of the artic
6. Discrepancies found to exist on stock- Ps.

taking of ggop . .
manner, ® €8 e now dealt with in a gystematio
7. Many of the old accounts which enmbered th
off, and the few that still remain are under jgrest:

finally closed.

8
. ?Ompany's books have now been cleared
dation ; it ig

b0 be hoped that these will soon be
at——

Report by Captain A.J. FILGATE, R. E,, Assistang deco
Department, on the Government audt of Ruil
94th September 1870,
. h G . . .
Tae maoner of c?x}ductmg the Groverament audit of Railway accounts has been considerably
altered since my last visit. 1
9. The (}ovemment.Accountar?ts empldyed under_the Examiner i the Railway Companies’
fices now have to examine each bill, and attach their initials thereto before the C ies’
0 n disburse the amounts involved. In the event of the A, e e ompani
Officers ca ' 1d they h $o bel; ¢ccountants finding anything
. lar in the bills, or should they have reason to believe thyy the Compani i
wrogn & t clearly provided for by the Government gancti o 1es desire to make any
clear . . ons, it is their qut ke th
payments no o Fxami d, if necessary, of th . . er duty to take the
instructions of the I“:xa,mmel‘, e " ° Consulmg Engineer, before the bills are
t back for payment. . . -
sen 5. On any ‘amount being admlttefi for .payment, 1t i3 at once entered in g register of sanc-
:ons kept up in the Examiner’s ofﬁce. n whi.ch“tbe outlay againgt €ach indent, both on account
tlf(')English and Indian expenditure, 8 syStemattca y compared with th, Government authorization.
o 4. As a rule Revenuo sanctlozxs are given s; 28 %0 cover q)) Probable outlay during each
If ;ar- the lists of Capital sanctions are "e‘l’l“‘e OCe 2 quarter whep 41 completed works are
h? c};z ou,t and no farther expenditure allow,e(% thereon.
stru »

untant. General, Public Works
way decounts, Bombay, dated

{

orked in a much more satisfactory ‘

P
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: :
T dings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmen
o roceedns ath April 1871,

to the method
: i i tem was undoubtedly adverse |
i ion on hearing of this sys Offcers. but now

5. My first lmpredSS‘t‘: me to thr:w unnecessary work on tlfe Gov;rnme(rilt o sl’wuld e
o T oo o app??re{md efotually it works, 1y views haye e cf 2;§ecl,erical and detailed
- i s on {l the Guaranteed Railways in Iadia. Tho who'® ot udit is chiefly confined,
to see it in force (;n al on the Railway Companies, while the Government a

dit is thrown A y ‘s, 3
: wor.li olt;oﬁdlbe to the appropriations maie b); f;le Fiu;i!:nlaid down & perfact system of exercising
. as it s ) c . Colonel Trevo . o
i this system, lace in the hands of Governme
6. In establishing & hich the contracts place
expenditure W 1f-year are doubt-

the powers of contr‘fl ove: ap;)al‘ent from the Revenue Accour'xts of the l::?tnh; - syt e
The good results which aflue to the new system, and economy in cor:isbruc io st

i sure are completed.
less in & greaf’ me? Capital sanctions as soon a8 the wox:ks eor.‘mernett o briuty to describo ie
systematio closing ¢ t_p that the system of control which I have attemp

on
%7, 1 ghould menl

t 8

ORDER THEREON, 4th April 1871, No. 989.

No. 47- COMMUNICATED to the‘ Cuns.ulting
. ILWAY, No. 7. Engineer for Railways, with a view to
| - ’ his submitting, in communication with
‘ : i introducing
: ¢ Railway Accounts, his views on the expediency of intr g
; . O al
: the Examiner

1 ) i 1 i y he -] }’Btenl

in the audit

obtaining in Bombay: (True Ext}act.)

X ' Colonel, R.E,,

Secretary to Government.

355. :
[ (v o

Exd. B. C. Shunker.

~———
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