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. PusLic WoRkS DEPARTMENT,
Forr St. GEORGE, 302k March 1871,

No. 699. No. 940.

Tae SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
PusLic WorkS DEPARTMENT,

Sir,—Adverting to Major William’s
RAILWAY, No. 67. letter of the 17th September 1870, No.
- . : " 1,588-R, communicating a despatch,
No. 48 of the 4th August 1870, from the Secretary of State on the subject of the
gauge of the Carnatic Railway, and intimating the willingness of the Government
of India to give 8 ready hearing to any expression of the views of the Madras
Government on the question, as well as on that of the gauge that should be adopted
on the sanctioned extension of the Great Southern of India Railway to Tuticorin, J
I am directed to forwarda copy of the Proceedings of .this Government, under date
the 27th March 1871, No. 910, which were in the pm}ter’s hands when the letter
from the Government of India, No. 469-R, of tlfe 17th instant on the same subject,
and which I am here to acknowledge, was received. ~

9. From those Proceedings it will be observed that, on learning that the
uestion of the gauge of the Carnatic Railway was not definitively settled, as it
was believed that it had been under the terms of the contract bet.:ween the .Secretary
of State and the Company, this Government took the opportunity of a trial survey
being submitted of the line, as it has. been prf)posed to locate it frou-x A‘rconum
to Cuddalore, via Conjeeveram, Wallajabad, Chmg.leput, Car?ongo.ol.y, Tindivanum,
Belpar and Panrooty, to give renewed expression to their opinion that, as the
districts to be traversed are not in such a.condl.tlon as to demand the accom-
modation which a first-class broad gauge railway 1s calculated to afford, but may

have their requirements fully met by a narrow gauge line, a railway of that

description is all that is needed. .
3. With reference to the location of the line it will be seen that, as it is
found that the greab bulk of the traffic towards the south from Madras and its
. hood flows in the direction occupied by the Great Southern Trunk Road,
nexghbor 1;0 accommodate this traffic, any railway into the southern districts must
and tha ,C e leput which is 35 miles from the Presidency by road but 82} miles
pass by éoi'ezve’l‘am and Arconum, this Government is decidedly of opinion
rounq by 4 ée most inexpedient to carry a railway in the latter direction, and
that 1t Woub . o the case, the Carnatic line should start from Madras and run
that, suchC he:mci ot T}:’le Jong and most probably unproductive defour by .
%;fli:j:;ad é?,ijegveram and Arconum will thus be avoided, and the railway will
b

sato the Presidency city through or close by the important

. : ht 1 o
be :.ame;ifsg;lfvmm and St. Thomas’ Mount, between which and Madras there
stations

i a large passenger traffic.
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: 0
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Your most obedient servant,
0

.
Colonel, R'E':

Secretary to Government.

Exd. S. T. Avgustin.
xd. D,
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