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i Proceedings of the Madras Gonernment, Public Works Department, .
‘ « 30th March 1371,
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¢ No. 697, Read - the following letter from‘thé Deputy Secretary to the Govern-

| ment of India, Public Works Depaijtment, (Railway,) to the Secretary to
the Government of Madras, Public }Works Department, Railway Branch,
dated Fort William, 17th March 1871, No. 469-R i—

. . 3 . .
N I au divected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 160, dated 20
J:m.aary 1871, on the subject of the point of]bifarcation from thie moin line of the
Greot Southern of India Railway Extension|to Madura and Tuticorin, and givine
©the reasons of the Government of Madras for preferring that the junction shoyld b:
" at Trichinopoly, and that the extension sh\fmld be taken 2iq Dindigul.

: 2. Inreply, Tam desired to state that, (il it were proper to deal with tljs
: o - . extension by itself in considering the placefof junction, the place at which the
o ' - . L [ Great Southern of India Railway Extension southwards through Madura should
! : . ‘ ‘ ' leave the maln }ino, is clearly indicated in tli'c Madras Government Proceedings of
< . | : : ‘ _ : { " Tebruary 1868. The Governor-General in bouncil believes that if the question
R/ ! Dbe narrowed to the supposition that, as at present so in the future, there shall be
i ~ ¢ ouly one line of railway communication frpm Tuticorin and Maduara to Madras,
‘1 the Dest line is certainly through Caroor. | The districts between Dindigul and
‘ Caroor are known to be as rich and populous as others in the neighbourhood -
the local traffic of Salem and Coimbatore wo';;uld be better served ; the loeal trafﬁc,
of Trichinopoly would not be placed at an urireasonable disadvantage ; the through
distance to the Madras Railway from the south of the Peninsula would be least aid
the length of new line to be constructed on this route would be 15 miles less ,thzm
with the junction placed at Trichinopoly. ':-f‘his last point is of paramount impor-
' tance in a country of which the traflic is so limited, as to yield a return of less
than 2 per cent. on the capital reqaired for constraction.  Neither with the
experience of the cost of past construction, 'both on the Great Southern of India
and the Madras Ralways before them, can th:e Government of India believe that the
sum of £57,700 at all adequately represents the saving to be eff=cted by areduction
of 15 miles in the length of a new broad gavye line.

’ 3. Were the question, however, thas deult with the Great Suu.thern of

" India Railway, under the arrangements that have been entered into by the

Secretary of State, would have their line extended from Curoor t]l;‘oxvrh

‘ . Dindigul and Madura direct to Tuticorin, a distance of about 160 miles, and f?ie

: ' | : - Carnatic Railway would be carried out for a distance of 81 miles between Coujec-

e ) v o B - veram and Cuddalore, and both on the broad gauge as contemplated in the con-

.. o o Lo . " tracts. The mileage cost of these lines cannot be taken at less than £3,000 al;d

’ o - o ’ ) allowing that the conversion of the 19 milss of tha existing narrow gau're, line

.- , « ‘ ' between Arconum and Conjeeveram could be done at half that rate, the total?)u*lav

IR - - o oo ‘ ) o - would be £2,004,000. To this outlay the State it may be said is actually commit;e&

R ' and keeping in view the magnitude of the sum and the certainty that the l”evenu(;

will not for many years, if ever, cover the guaranteed interest, it is manifost that

in carrying out these two schemes, the Govarnment would have to restrict them in

. every possible way consistent with the contracts, and that no further proposals for

' Railway extensions in Madras would have any prospect of being entertained. g4 aikl
events for a very long period. T
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—»I’:(-)—';edings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
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not only cover about one-thif(.j,ﬁ the cost &f a s.outhcrn extension on the narrow
cauce. towards the Great Southern of Indja Railway, but the result would bea
[<Shdut =0 ] " . . . . 2o £ - c b
railway which would probably & its guar(\ﬂteed interest in a fow years. i fagt;

it would seem that by usinéa Up f@t 3 inchfes gauge, the Carnatic Rallway Com-

: a5 . .
. N 3 1 . v [ 3
- pany might nearly double tifeix milcage and income, while spending the same

wmount of capital that the)ﬂ.w@;u‘l}fequire if their railwa? \\'c're br.oad ga:lge.

7. As respects th_e systﬁ}ﬁg{‘;gg Greai“i Southern of Indmﬁ Railway .(,ox.npany,
it may be expected that, s%‘;ﬁ,gn‘or ater, a 1’31‘fmch 'to the north from Triclinopoly
or Tanjore, in order to cross the Cauvery piver in the tnosiz favom:able manner,
and to meet the Carnatic Railway at some pﬁomt north of Tanjore, will come' to be
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ith the interpolation of a third rail over a limited distance of the

the Cauvery and Madras; in this event, it might even be found desirable to
‘ » -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmeit,
: 30:h ]‘i[arch 1871.

- o .
* 10, The Government of India think that the facts just stated, taken in
. connegtion, with the figures given in the 8th patdgtagh, demonstrate irresistibly

- ;KL the narrow gauge ought to bel adopted ghr the railway extensions now
proposed in Madras, for in this way only does it aé’pqa;r' to the Governor-General
i

in Council that complete as well as continous~rzilwiv communication between

v . * 3 ° - . * . .- - -
Madras and the more southern distridts can p%;égtmned within a reasnnable
. . - . v W wy S g .
time, and without serious pressure on élxe ﬁngthgs‘ 7 am gecordingly directed to
lavite the Madras Governmert to take the matreyr®, *iimmediate consideration in

. e . . s %
the manner indicated in thx.s (%espa.tch. i Thestate of the furveys of the extension of
the Great Southern of India is such that an early decision is called fér, and the

»

. . e epye ! . L
Governor-General in Council is willing] after this full exposition of the views enter-

tained by the Government of India, to leave that decision with the Governwrent of
Madras. The location for the extensioh of the Great Southern of India Railw ‘
recommended in your letter, No. 457, {)f the 14th February 1
if that decision be in favour of the narrow gauge, but if not
the location that can be approved fof: a broad gauge line is between Dindigul
and Madura, and the needful surveys for a line connecting Dindigul and Caroor,

and for the extension froma Madura to Tuticorin by th .
. ) ) ¥ the most direct
in that event, be put in hand without delay. route should,

ay,
871, is fully approved
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
30th Marchi1871.

+

recognizing the great importance of provid?ng.the means of ?nbroken through
communication by adhering to the same gauge in the constfuct.mn of the.z Carnatic
Railway and, the Great Southern’of India Extension to Taticorin and Tinnevelly,
IIis Excellency the Governor in Council is satisfied that the latter as well as
tho former should be made on the narrow gauge. This will be intimated to the
Government of India, and they will be informed that, if tl'le Great Southern of
India Railway Com.pany can be relieved of the large quantity of permanen.t.w;,,y
materials for a broad gauge line, which they have sent ou't under the sanction of
the Secretary of State, or can be indemnified for their outlay thereon, this
Government see no objection to requiring that Company to adopt the gauge of
3 feet 3 inches sanctioned by the Government of India as the standard future
narrow gauge of India.

5. - Working plansand estimates for the construction of the extension as abroad
gauge line on the location approved in Proceeding? ?f the 14th February 1871,
No. 450, are, it is understood, nearly ready for submission, but, under these orders,
the Consulting Engineer will call upon the officers of the Company to recast those
plans and estimates for a railway on the gauge now sanctioned, and in accordance
with the detailed specification communicated in G. O., No. 8?,‘3, of the 23rd March
1871, with the Proceedings of the Government of India No. 283-R, dated
22nd February 1871.

8. As the direction in which the Carnatic Railway will have to be taken in
traversing the richer and more populous districts soqtix. of Panrooty, .WlI‘l probably
carry it by Chellumbram and Mannargoody t? Tanjox.'e, the_ continuity ?f fhe
parrow gauge will have to be established by laying a third rail on .the. main line
of the Great Southiern of India Railway between that place and Trichinopoly.

7. This will involve no difficulty, and as the subscribed capital for the
ganctioned extension is calculated for the constru?tion of at lea§t 215 miles on the
broad gauge, it is confidently believed that, Wlth.the zfd:optmn of the parrow
gauge, it will suffice not only to meet the cost.()'f this a.ddltlon, say .at £1,850 per
mile, but for the construction of some 120 addltlonzi.l miles of extensxor.ls. Taking
the cost of a broad gauge railway in Southern India at £.8,0(.)0 per {mle, and that
of a narrow guage line at so much as £5,000 per mile, it is evident that an
equal sum of money will make more than fifty per cent. greater length 0? the
latter than of the former. This being the case the Government'are of opinion
that it is as much for the advantage of the Company as for the mteres.ts of .the
country that, adopting the narrow gauge, tllfa Company should apply .theu- capm:ﬂ
to the completion of the sanctioned extension and of the prol.ongaﬁmn of their

L line on that gauge through Combaconum o meet the Carnatic lewa?r on the
banks of the Colercon on the one hand, and to carry-out the formation of g
vranch from Dindigul to join the Madras Ra_.ilway at Coimbatore on the other,

8. The first mentioned short length of line has been alr.eady frequently
advocated on its own merits as being necessary to l'n‘il}g th.e rich and thriving
town of Combaconum and its adjoining populous dxstflcts mto.comx.nuni(;ation
with the railway at Tanjore, and there is no doub.t that its formation wx-ll open up
a traffic that cannot fail to be of much value, while the branch from Dindigul to
Coimbatore, accorgmodating as it will the large movenient of produce from the
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Proceedings of the Madras Got?gernment, Public Works Department,
30th March 1871.

1

westward which at present passing "in the direction of Dindigul, proceeds by
Madura to the coast, will prove, it is believed, a most useful and productive link
in the system of railway communication south of the Coleroon of which this
Government is prepared to recommend that the construction should be entrusted
to the Great Southern of India Railway Company on the narrow gauge. -

(True Extract.)

P U P or e F atant e SR

Colonel, R.E,,

Seeretary to Government.

PESTRRE BESP S SRR

I

To the Acting Consulting Eagineer for Railways.
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