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* of emergency, for wit

" overtaxed staff of the Department of Public Works that the Dougala tank

" this intervention resented a

e T

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depar

tmenzm
28th Murch 1871.
e

I\:o. 660. Read the following letter from the Collector of CUddapah, 10 the
Secretary to Government, Public Works Depertment, dated Prodd., i
] H

15th February 1871, No. 9:—

Ix submittirfe, for the sanction of Government, c.ertaiu charges emergent;
incurred in tank repair by the Revenue Departinent in October and Novempe
last. I have the honour to request your attention to the copies of correspondence q.

b . . - . .
this subject, which hasﬁpassed between myself and the Superintending Engineer,

9. It is, you will observe, in compliance with that officer’s request that T

submit the matter for the consideration of Government ; and since the opinioy of
Colonel Moberly differs from my own as to the construction to .be placed upon the
orders of Government upon the question of ¢ emergent repairs executgdh})y the
Revenue Department,” it is well perhaps that our doubts should be sett]eq by
competent authority. .

3. The facts of the case are shortly these.  On the morning of Octobey 91t
the Dougala tank, lying on the east of the town'of Cuddapu}l, .breached in consei
quence of an excessive rain-fall of some 10 or 11 inches of rain in three days, Ty,
tank was empty by the evening of the same day; and on 'fhe next day the conviets
under my orders, erected a ring-bund to cover the breach. I‘.he country was st full
of water, which pouring into the tank carried away the ring-bund once :

H but the
gonvicts erected ano

e

ther, strong enough to stand until the main breach wag repaireq,

Meanwhile, my Assistant, Mr. B?yle, had? with my permis?ioh,'made arrangemen
with a party of Wudders to repair the main breach at &'C()th of .Rupees,490. Upon
the execution of a proper stamped agrecment, the work was, \zmh my sanction, put
in hand, and by the middle of November the breach. was repaired and the tap] ful],
4. Up to this point, you will observe, the repairs had been underfaken o4 ,;]y
instance, and executed under my orders as Collector, because I decin'led it to be 4
case of emergency which called for the efforts of the Revenue .Auth.ontlés to supple.
ment those of the Department Public Works. I can hardly imagine a clearey case
hin a five miles radius of Cuddapah no less than six o
tanks and several lines of road had been broken up by the sudden and heavy

1 : rain.
fall of October 18th and 21st. It was, therefore, with the sole idea of relieviy

g the
epairs
w find
Cer angd

were undertaken by me as Collector ; and it is not withoutSurprise that T nq
s improper intcrference by the Range Of

, Superintending Engineer.

5. To the contract executed by Mr. Boyle wi.th the Wudders a condition pq
appended, that the work, on completion, must be inspected and approved by the
)

" Collector and Range Officer. Adcordingly, on November 27th, the bill for Rupecs 44 0

was forwarded by me to the Superintending Engineer, with a request that aftq, the
Rango Officer’s inspection the bill might be paid. ‘
6. On December 8th, or some six weeks after the tank had breached, ang threg

weeks after it had becn repaired by me, I received an estimate for its repair from
tho Superintending Engineer. This, 1 may remark, was the first intimatioy of

. any kind that reachcd me of the Department of Public Works having taken g,

steps for the repair of the tank. During the progress of the work no subordinay
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Proceedings of the M. adras Government, Public T, -
rocecte ' *928th March 1871. orks Department,

officer of that department ever visited it, and this i .
hands were full ofI') work elsewhere. ’ 1s proof sufficient that their

7. Now, however, that the Range Officer is called on to certif
and pass the contracted sum to the Wudders, he declines to certif : {hto the wor
is properly executed ; and the Superintending Engineer very h tY at the work
that, as he is anable to over-rule these so-called conscientious abl.lral%y observes
quality and quantity of the work done, he must refer “the matterofojf :E;) o d’co the;‘
orders o

-

Government. .
8. The whole question at issue resolves itself into thig Whethe k
. r work emer-

gently executed by the Revenue Department 1s to conform to the

work leisurely exccuted by the professional officers of the De 383 mo standard -

Works ; and I must also ask Government to express an OPini:)E r Ilnent o.f l?ubh.c

that when Revenue Officers with the best intentions, and I mgq gdl eﬂ'ler s

results, step in to assist officers of the Department of Publicy\\%;ork: 1itnh thel})esc:
work s

repair, that department should stand .
nd then bluntly refusc at by without a word of

he work.

emergent as tank
advice or criticism,
assistance or even to pass t
9. Iam not prepared to cnter into a controversy ws

Yy with the Range Officer

e
end to acknowledge the

whether the work is or 1s not as good as it might be; I can only affirm that t!
ainrm tha B

bund was repaired in a fortnight, and has since supported g f 11
Department Public Works in four months have onl y o
the other nuerous tanks that burst at the same time, The Roy h
by these emergent repuirs, saved the revenue under the tank wff.llie Officers have,
few more days would assurefﬂ y have lost ; and I therefore (’: HC 1 the delay of a
wment can have no hesitation’in authorizing the payment in ;)Illfielve that Govern-
to the Wudders who did the work, T do ‘u of the contracted
fessional value as to the character of the ‘;;011";’{055 to offer a7
I can see,.the work is quite equal to thr t’ at I am bound
and, without venturing to proplies at of the rest of the
years. phesy,

sue tank, while the
ceeded in repairing one of

sum, Rupees 490,
opiunion of any pro
to say that, so far as
bund of the samo tank ;
doubt that it will stand for many

10. 'The Range Officer’s list of objections is a4 formidaly it i
would venture t0 remark .upo.n' it that as none of hi; : :)e as.lt i3 long} but I
superintended the work Wh.lle in progress, he must deriveul grflmates.vmted or
manner in whicl it was built from intention, and not frq 118 Impressions of the
be well, at the same time, if he could devise some rem (;11 observation. It would
pulling down the whole bund and buildine 1t W aea; edy less crude than that of -
o " UPagain, I beg to state, in conclu-

sion, that the Wudders have alrcady received R ;

wvupees 318-10-0 1 . . t.

The sum therefore of Rupecs 171-6-01s stil] ¢ poes 318-10.0 in part pa) o e

B ) ' : ue to them, and for this I request the

special sanction of Government under the circumstances stated in ghis letter

Tlere is a further sum of Rupees 31-14-0 due to the convicts who worked upon
the ring-bund, which must be added to the total cost of the repairs.

I see no reason to
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_Excellency the Governor in

s of the Madras Government, Public Works Depart .
28th March 1871, epartment,

e

DProceeding

and to the east of Cuddapah, having breached in October last, the repairs we
undortaken on emergency by the Revenue Officers, and sucessfully completed Xi‘e
a short time. The tank subsequently held a full or nearly full supply of Wa\texfl
and the crops were saved. The Collector on applying to the Superintendin’
Engineer for the amount, Rupees 490, for which the Revenue Officers had contracteg
to get the breach closed, was informed by that officer that a bill, countersigned
by the Collector, was necessary, and that upon this only, after the verification of
the amounts by the measurements of the Range Officer, could payment be made

Colonel Moberly also noticed that the action of the Revenue officers in undertak

ing this emergent work, without reference to the Range Officer, was not in accord-

ance with the orders on this subject.

2. The course followed by the Collector was perhaps not in strict con.
ng Orders quoted by the Superintending Engineer ; but Hig
Council, taking into consideration the importance of
works on which revenue is so directly dependent as tanks and channels, is of
opinion that considerable latitude should be allowed in the application :)f an
orders which may have for their effect the postponement of measures for th);
restoration of such works in cases of the emergency described by the Collector.

formity with the Standi

3. Tt is clear that the extent of damage to irrigation and other workg 1,
the excossive rains of last October imposed on the members of the Public Workg
Department in Cuddapah such an addition to their ordinary labours as to make
it desirable that the department should receive the assistance which the Revenye

Authorities are best able to aﬂ’ord.

4. The Collector is frequently in a position to receive the earliest informatjon
of damages occurring to works of irrigation, and more especially of the breachin
of tanks, and he would be neglectful of his duty if he hesitated to take immediat{i
measures for effecting such repairs as might be required to save a supply of water
and to prevent serious loss of produce. e should, however, communicate at once
with the Public Works Department, whose duty it would then be to give their
co-operation by rendering assistance in supervising and in examining the WOI"k

when completed.

ander circumstances such as those above described, work is under.
fficers, the Public Works Department should not criticize ity
* Emergent repairs carried out in haste cannot fairly be judger.i
ence of ordinary work, for which regular and systematic
de, nor can it be expected that the cost will tally exactly

5. When,
taken by Revenue O
details too minutely.
by the standard of excell

arrangements can be ma
with the ordinary departmental rates.

His Excellency the Governor in Council observes that
Range Officer might have been avoided had he at the
simple instructions for the guidance of the Maistry or
f the work, and given a little of his personal attention

6. In the presentcase,
the defects noticed by the
commencement given a few
other subordinate in charge 0
to it while in progress.



S
o Proceedm 7s of the .Madras Government . Public Wor ks Department,
28tk March 1871. |
i 7. The disbursement of the amount, Rupees 490, of the contract, as also of
the sum of Rupees 31-14-0 reported to be due to the convicts employed upon the
the ring-bund, is sanctioned. )
) (True Extract.)
N ‘ ' Colonel, R.E,,
Seeretary to Government.
é‘
; .
To the Superintending Engineer, 3rd Division.
»  Controller of Public Works Accounts,
»»  Acting Chief Engineer for Imgatxon
" Revenue Department. o S
* TExd. S.T. xdg,‘nélm. )
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