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. - Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,. l

- . 144k March 1871. . ’ T |

¢ No. 343. Read the following letter from the Acting Sllperintending Engineer

7 » © . 5th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department’
dated Madras, 14th January 1871, No. 218 — ] ’

Ix reference to G. O., 25th November 1870, No.-2,846, calling for a report on

. ¢ ‘ the alleged bad quality of the materiuls

and workmanship employed in the '

construction of the Artillery and Cavalry |

o ‘ . Barracks on the old Race-course,:

. Bangalore, I have the honour, in forwarding herewith-the accomnpanying letter,
" No. 866, dated 19th December 1870, from Captain Wood, R. E., on the subject, to |
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report as follows.

9. Had such a sweeping condemnation of the whole of the Race-course

Parracks buildings, as is contained in the statement put forward by the Assistant
Quarter-Master General, Mysore Division, been e}\;pressed by a professional officer, :
or had anything happened as would have necessitated, or even justified such a step,

" 1 should not have hesitated to solicit.the Government to be pleascd to nominate

" a commission of inquiry to investigate into the very grave charge brought against

 this department by Major Deane, and concurred with by the General Commanding

the Division. - : ) C
L 3. DBut what are the facts of the case? Duringan exceptionally heavy burst

of the south-west monsoon in ‘Qctober last, the roofs of several of the new barrack ’
buildings leaked, but to such a trifling extent that, although even a small leak will
' “occasion a great discomfort, the troops, with the exception of those in one block

only, were not subjected to positi
- 4. Tt will be scen from the €

R

ve inconvenience.

nclosed register* of rain-fall at Bangalore that
.13 inches of rain fell during the month

. Eanclosure ““ B." of October last. In fact towards the

y and continuous and the weather so

middle of the month the rain was 80 heav :
gusty that there was not a single house 1n Bangalore, as I am informed, that did

not leak, whilst several houses of twenty or tl‘lirty years’ standing fell to the ground.
5. It is well known to all professional men of expe.rience in this cmmtryl
. that the prevention of leakage in tgrraceti roofs is at all tu'nes a difficult task to
. accomplish. From these roofs being sub_]ected. to the action of a tropical sun
. for three parts of the year, the materials of .Whlch they are composed become so
- dry from the continued evaporation due to this exposure, thal they contract and
i not only cause large cracks and fissures to open out, but from the constant baking
| which the materials receive they become friable and honey-combed as it were,
and they greedily suck in the first rain that falls on t}.xem ) an-d should the rain be
, . very heavy and continuous, the roof gets satura.ted with mmstqr? and drips, and
oo where a crack or fissure has opened out leakage is the result. ,
; 6. But to argue from the mere fact of leakage, and leakage due to such a
cause that the barracks are built of materials of *the worst possible description,”
as stated by Major Deane, appears to me to say the least, not deducible from the

‘ premises.
| 7. I have inspected &
inquiries as appeared to me 10
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aumber of the buildings,and I hai*e made suc};
be neéessary, and though of course I find much
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