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’ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
95th February E}W
Read the following letter from Messrs J MILLER and W
Charry, to the Sceretary to Govern-
ed Madras, 20th February 1871 —
retamed as Counsel for V
f Contractors employed to carry out the repair
1n other worksin the Tmnevelly District, and
houn; and we beg to submut certain cireum-
rse of proceedings instituted by the Magistrate
rnment

] No. 529.
. SCHARLIEB, Counsel for Ragava

ment, Public Woiks Department, dat

We have the honour to state that we have been

Ragava Charry, one of a firm o

1 ] of the Ahtoor Channel and certa

L within the Range of Mr A Colqu

N stances 1n connection with the cou

- L ! of the District for the immediate co

2 In their Proceedings, dated 7 th

EE '} to observe that they could not pass any 0
bogging that Mr. Puckle’s hand should be stayed pending the investigation which Mr

, McGregor had been ordercd specially to take up, because the Magistrate had alrcady
committed Ragava Charry to take bis trial on charges of cheating and forgery.

This observation of Government was based on 8 report from Mr. Puckle, dated
Puckle had not commutted Ragava Charry,

PRI 26th January 1871 ; but on this day Mr.
and he did not commit him until four days after During these four days, aftcr
f Mr. Puckle’ hand, he continued

the Government had virtually taken the cas¢ out o
d 1t was pot until the 80th January that he
totally different chaiges

- ' taking depositions from witnesses, an

sl did commit Ragava Charry to take his frial,and then, upon

‘ B from those he had reported to Government the actnal charges of committal being
" abetment of an attempt by a publie servant to cheas the Government, and the fabr1-
4 4 to be produced ina J ulicial

nsideration of Gove
February 1871, Government were pleased

rders on Ragava Charry’s representation,

L
A
i

e

account intende
duced by Ragava Charry,

cation of false evidence in books of

ot having been pro :
Magishate himself This of itself will
. this case, how anxious he 1s not to

ow necessary 1t is that the investiga-
¢ hampered by local prejudices.

ed 1n this case, there can be no
agamnst Mr.

: b * o)

but seized and called nto Court b
. ‘ show how strongly biased the Magis
. acquiesce in the wishes of Governme

' tion should be ent1usted to another tribunal no
s unduly bias

. .

L ‘ 3. That the District Magistrate i
) ﬁ doubt. He endeavoured to induce Ragava Chairy
1 Colquhoun on promise of fall immunity from all pl‘OSGClllth;‘l; an 2 7
Ragava Charry refusing to bear evidence 3gainst Mr C:’ quhoun txat, o resolved
to commut him for trial. He issued warrants t0 gearch Ragava Charry’s house, the
un's housé, and the bouses of all their friends and
¢ as might be turned to account 1n

houses of his partners, Mr Colquho
aper
ers; and from the

4 L \;‘ , . .i
acquaintances, to seize all such letters or papers )
. Ragava Charrys partn
fright at the pressure put by

NN
e | this case. He issued warrants agains
R circumstance of these men not unnaturally taking
“y e the Magistrate on all sides, and removins them.selves fromdthle: district, Ragava

: Charry is deprived of their evidence , 50 that his mouth and the mouths of those

: A | . whom he could call to bear witness in b3 behalf. are shut, .
o 4. Ragava Charry has applied to the Sessions Court that Colonel Jfyhieson
: . H and Captain Prendergast should be summoned to certify to the measurement of
. work executed on the Ahtoor channel, Streewgoontum tank, and I.’udukudl channel;

the servic is ighly desirable

put as these Officears are in e of Government, and 1t
that these ©

R i ) ) for the interests of the accused fcers should be m 2 position to depose
o actual measurement before they enter the witness boX, 1t is Ragava Chany’s

s
N

] proceeding, such books, however, o
y the

nt; and b

to give evidence
d 1t was only on

:
t
|
i

-



p
roceedings of the Madras Government, Public | o :

25th Februa, y 1871, rks I)epartmenl,

carnest request that the Gov

No. 530,

Orpzr THEREON, 25th February 1871 , N

ernment will be pleased ¢
amcottah as to arpy

0. 560,

L ESTABLISHMENT, No, 0. |

H1s ExceIIency the Goy,
e

Ragava Chariy has been committed, Ir
his proceeding to Palamcottah at an o
attendance at the Court,

3. As Colonel Wilkicson has bad no connecti

examine them.

Toor in

I Council observes, With yef
Crence ¢
)

Paragraph 2 of thig Je

on with the works 1n question
]

1t is not necessary, in the opinion of Government, that he should professiona]]
4

To J. Miller, Esq,
,, W. Scharlieb, Lsq.

, Captan 1L L Prendergest, R.E.

(True Extract )

-~

Colonel, R.E.,

Seeretary to Government,

} Counsel for Ragara Charry

,, Colunel C. V. Wilkieson, R.E * |

To the Ak Superintending
Judicial Dopartzaents

Exd. L. C. SLunker.

Lngineer, Sib Dinision.
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