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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20th February 1871.

-

No 421.  Read the following Endorsement of the Acting Consulting Engineer
for Railways, dated Madras, 1st February 1871, No. 52 .—

Read the following letter from the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Com-
pany, to the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Madras,
13th January 1871, No. 21.

Ix reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo, No 750, I have the honour to

* Received with Locomotive Superintendent’s forward herewith a copy of a state-

No 4, dated 7th January 1871, ment* made by J Spurr, the Driver of

the special train with empties, which ran

through the gates at the Perambore Station on the 24th ultimo, in which details of
the occurrence are given.

2 I further learn from the Traffic Managert that the Gateman is in custody
awaiting his trial.  The Signalman and
Pointsman haveabsconded, but the Police
are in search of them, and there is little doubt that they will be apprehended.

1 No. C-12-11, 10th January.

MADRAS RAILWAY,

Report of ar Accident on the Madras Rarluay.

Collectorate,—Madras. Railway Dustrict, Section and Mile —Perambore Station, 3}
miles from Madras Date on which the Accident occurred,—24ith December 1870, about
4 ax. Nature of the Accident,—The 3-30 o u special with locomotive empties from Madras
to Tiruputty ran through the gates at the east end of “Perambore Station ; Fireman Dupratt, who
was standing on the outside framing of the engine, was struck by a piece of the gate and had his
right thigh broken. Nature of assistance offorded,—Sent to General Hospital, where he is
doing well. Occupation of the tnyured,—Fireman. Graluity proposed to be given or not,
~—None proposed at present Reported to the Police authorities,—Not reported by the
Locomotive Department. Remarks,—Aged 23 years.

PERAMBORE, (S:1gned) W J COLLINSOXN,
26th December 1870 ¥or Locomotive Superintendent.

For the information of the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways
27th December 1670

Copy of a statement of J. Spurr, Driver of the Locomotue Wood Special Train, from
Madras to Turupulty, on 24th December 1870

««Lgrr Madrazat 3-50 o ¥ No semaphore light at junction  The usual hand-signal, green
light, shown by the Pointsman. I put off steam at the canal bridge DPassed the junction at 6
or 8 miles an hour, and then gave the two distinct whistles, 1n accordance to rules, on approaching
Perambore Station, and put on steam Seeing no lights I then opened my small whistle and kept
blowing 1t, and then shut off steam apd put on the brake. When within a short distance of the
«» level crossing, a white light was shown, which I took to be the semaphore all-right signal, and
" ~¢” T'slacked off the brake to allow the train to run through, when I heard a crash and heard Fireman
3=~ Dupratt, who had gone along the frammg to see to the head light, call out he was hurt, I then left
the brake and went forward to assist Dupratt
e o In the meantime my engme and train had run through the west points and stopped just clean
of &hem, and I put hack 1nto the north siding and got Dupratt into the ladies’ wating room
. O

* *
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20th February 1871.

«¢T asked the Station Master why he had his gates closed and no lights  He said be did not
expect me 50 soon I said 1t was 4-10 and you should have been ready  He said the white hight
1 saw was the hand-lamp of the man who was going up the ladder to ight the semaphore.

¢ 1 should say I was running from 7 to 8 miles an hour when I struck the gates No damage

done to engine The train consisted of twenty-one vehicles ”

(Signed) W.B WRIGHT,

7th January 1871. *¢ Locomotive Superintendent.

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Acting Consulting Engineer
for Railways, dated Madras, 26th January 1871, No 61.

Ix reply to the inquiry contained 1 your letter, No 22, dated the 14th mstant, I have the
honour to state that a reference to the enclosed copy of the notice will show you that no particular
hour was mentioned at which the special tram would leave Royapooram on the 24th ultimo, though
a notice for a train to work asa *¢ Ballast tram ** between Tiruputty and Madras was 1ssued and
recerved by the Station Master at Perambore

2 I enclose, for your information, copy of the evidence given by the Station Master, from
which 1t will appear that the staff at bus station was duly warned that a special tram would start
from Royapooram early on the morning of the 24th so as to meet the 8-1.5 A M of the previous
day at Avady

3 I have pointed out to the Traffic Manager that, though the train was to work as a ballast
train keepmng clear of all ordinary trains, I consider that the notice should have contained some
mention of the hour about which 1t was to start, and that I wish this course to be adopted 1n future
whenever 1t 18 possible

4. With regard to your mqury, whether it is reasonable or possible for an Engine Driver
approaching Perambore to mistake a hand-light for the semaphore *‘ all-right ”* signal, I will solici}
your attention to Engine Driver Spurr's state-
ment,* from which 1t would appear that the
white light which he mistook for the *‘ all-right * signal was the hand-lamp carried by the man
who was gomng up the ladder to light the semaphore

5 1think that, under the circumstances, Spurr did mistake the hand-lamp for the *‘all-

nght”” eignal, and that no blame whatever can be attached to him for so doing

* Sent to you with letter, No 21, dated 13th January

MADRAS RAILWAY.
NoTICE OF LOCOMOTIVE WOOD TRAIN.

No 107. B
A TRAIN to collect firewood for Locomotive Department will work between Tiruputty and
Madras as a ballast train on Thursday and Saturday, the 22ad and 24th of December 1870.

ExTRACT FROM REGULATIONS FOR BALLASTING

Rule 13 —** Ballast, Earth, or Material trains must be moved clear of the main

Line at least twenty minutes before any engine or train is due’’
(Signed)  W.F. 1IUGO,

4
19th December 1870 Deputy Trafic Manager.

Ma. Dougras, Station Master, Perambore —*“I received Special Tran Notices Nos. 107 and153. -

In accordance with the usual custora I gave them to Porter Veerasawmy to take to the Signalman, *’ ) .

T

Gateman, and Pomntsman, and to get their signatures When I receive a special notice I call Veera-
sawmy and explain 1n Tamil the contentsof 1t I make him repeat 1t to me, and when I find he
thorougtly understandsit, I send him round to the men with it ; when the man returns I count the
mgnatures and have them read by one of the clerks, as I cannot read Tamil, Telugu, or Hindu-

L A

!

b Smmarsioies i,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ . 20th February 1871.

v

stanee. I did the same in the case n question In explaining to Veerasawmy about Notice No

107, I told him the train would leave Madras early on Satarday morning, and 1n time to meet the
8 o u tramn at Avady ‘1he notice does not state that , but, as that has been the practice, I con-
cluded i1t would be so A similar train ran on 22nd November last, the time was not on the,specxa.l

train notice, but I know that the train ran to Avady to meet the 84 , and that the

same
been done on other occasions thing has

During the time I was Station Master at Av

ady (about fourtce
months) whenever a similar notice was 1ssued, the trans, to the best of my belief, have always Ie;:
aladras i time to meet the 8 A u from Coimbatore at Avady | ¢

‘1 always mignal the time of \all trams I was this morning aroused by the whistle of th
special, and 1 got up to signal the time to Madras As I reached the north platform, I heard the
gate smash  Tha train ran as far as the west points, west of the west gate , the hmd’most vehi le
was near the west pomnts  The train ran through the station at about 10 or 15 miles an hour -

* Directly after the aceident, I spoke to Signalman Valen ; Isaid to hum, ¢ youlazy m
you recerved notice of this train, why did you not attend to1t* I do not see the ’sema horZ I :;1’:;.
The only bLight then upon the platform was a wall-lamp ; 1t stood upon the ground \Ealen wgs a
long time answering me, and Ihad to repeat my questions to him two or three times before I
could get him to say anything , when he did answer me he denied having received the not I
showed him his signature on the notice ; he acknowledged the writing Dbut said 1t had ;‘: ei;
explained to him at what time the tramn would run. IHe said he under;tood that the trauf heelr:
went from Madras yesterday was the tramn to Tiruputty, and he expected 1t to return from Tu'uw ;::
today I questioned the Gateman at the west gate (Mahomed Ghouse), he said he had receivefluthz

notice and wasup expecting the tram. As soon as I got u
. on the platfc
west gate gob up platform, I sawa light at the

-

. * (Signed)

-

J W DOUGLAS "

SusMITTED for the information of Government.

, 2. It wi.ll be cfbserved that in future the probable Lour, as well as the date
when the special train may be expected, will be entered in the special train notice
(Signed)  H. L. PRENDERGAST, Captain, R. E, -
Acting Consulting Engineer for Barlways,

Pa— -

!

No. 422. OzpER THEREON, 20th February 1871 4 No. 505.

I RAILWAY, No. 57. OrpERED to be recorded.

(True Extract.)

Colenel, R. E,

Secretary lo Government.

« To the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways.

4

Exd E. C. Shunker.

-
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