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No. 414.  Read the following letter from the Acting Consulting Engineer for
Railways, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 23rd January 1871, No. 34 .—

ReFERRING to G. O. of the 19th ultimo, No. 3,081, I have the honour, after
communicating with the Agent of the Madras Railway, to report as follows upon
the causes which have led to the falling off in the traffic receipts during the 2nd
and 3rd quarters of the year 1870,

2 The gross receipts were for the six months ended— RS.
30th September 1869 . . .. .. 31,38,313
Do. 1870 24,91,939

Decrease 6,46,374
But to arrive at the particular items of traffic in which there was a falling
off, I beg to exhibit the details of receipts from each of the three classes of traffic,

namely, ¢ Passenger,” ¢ Miscellaneous,”” and ‘ Goods,” for the six months ended
30th September 1869 and 1870, respectively.

3. Passenger Traffic.
1869. 1870.

ES. ES.
First Class . 68427 58205
Second ,, . . 72,913 72,403
Third ,, ... e 7,05524  6,65437
Cooly ,, oo 32,920 43608
Soldiers .. 28,053 19,086
! Special and Troop Trains . 1,608 10,638

Total . 9,09,445 8,69,377

The Agent finds it difficult to account for the falling off in the first class.
The decrease in the third class is attributable to the severe visitations of cholera in
several of the principal towns in the neighbourhood of the Railway, and to the fact
that, in consequence of the depression of the cotton market, the ryots have not had
occasion to use the Railway at all.

4. Miscellancous Coaching.
1869. 1870.
RS. BS

Passengers’ luggage .. 29,189 23,644 g
Parcels - 45,656 43,217
Horses, Carriages, and Dogs ° 38,186 42,599

Total 1,13,031 1,09,460

The decrease here is due to passengers’ luggage falling off, and 1s pro-
bably consequent on the duminution of first-class traffic.
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s of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

Proceeding
18th February 1871.

5. Goods Traffic.

1869. 1870.
ES. RS.
Merchandise 18,74,828  13,88,385
Railway Material 2,15,933 1,11,031
Locomotive Wood Fuel 10,848 .
Cattle and Demurrage 7,000 5,510
Total  21,08,609 _15,04,926

n the merchandise traffic, cotton
ult of the depressed state of the
last year’s erop has been stored
il there is an improvement in

Of the faling off of Rupees 4,86,443 i
alone accounts for Rupees 4,82,297 as the res
cotton market It is probable that the bulk of the
in the interior, and will continue to be withheld unt
the market

6. The falling off in “Material” is due in part to the smaller quantity of

and to the operation of the rule which requires

matenal carried for construction,
This latter remark

a1l stores and material on Revenue Acceunt to be carried free.
epphes also to locomotive wood fuel. -

7. The Agent informs me that this falling off 1n the trafiic receipts has, for
some time past, been a source of much anxiety both to the Traffic Manager and
himself. In cases where there was reason to imagine that goods were being carried
by other meaus than the Railway, special reductions 1n the rates have been intro-
duced, with a view to attract such traflic on to the hine, and every effort has been
and will continue to be made to improve the state of affairs. But 1t is feared that
as long as the present extraordinary stagnation in trade exists, little real develop-

ment of trafic can reasonably be looked for.

OrpEr THEREON, 18th February 1871, No. 501.

Orperep that this letter be for-
warded to the Government of India .—

No. 415.

RAILWAY, No. 55.

(Here enter No. 502, dated 18th February 1871.)
(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government.

To the Acting Consalting Engineer for Railways.

Exd. E. C. Shunker. )
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PusBLic Works DEeparTMENT,
Forr 8. Grorcr, 18¢4 February 1871.

No 502.

Tee SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA
)

o Pusric Works DEPARTMENT.

Sie,—In reply to your letter of the
9th December 1870, No. 1,978-R ,inquir-
. . ing the causes of the falling off i
traffic receipts of the Madras Railway during the 20d and 3rd quarterl:lg;)f(') th:anyttez:

CIIISIZ(():,te ;st c;)mparzd 1\:vii:h the corresponding periods of the previous year, I am
0 forward the accompanying letter from the Acti i :

in which that Officer, after communicati o Aoy oog pLs Lagineer

1cation with the Agent and M ,
Company, explains at’len can bo ascertate, of (o

gth the reasons, so far as the i
- . y can be ascertained, of

diminution under the main heads of Passengers, Miscellaneous Traffic, a:d,(;oofil;e

- sez;ra;l‘l:; i;chne. of. p:issen;ger traffic is attributed to the prevalence of cholera
e principal towns contiguous to the Railwa d 1

stance that the depression in the cotton mark i Y el
et, and in traffic generally, indisposed

:hedpu.bhc to make such use of the line as the people, it is believed, woulﬁ,be incll)?ned

.:) o in r:};)re grosperous times, while the decrease in luggage, which is the only

item worthy of notice under the second head, has b y

falling off in passenger traffic. ’ e tho patorel romult of the

8. Of the decrease of Rupees 6,03,683 “ ”
owing to the article of cotton OI:' whiéh ; sma‘.;lneiel;luagtc;:;st’hafuiﬁe;:et’iiif 97e:'e
has of late found its way to the coast, owing to the depreciation of its vahf:a in
iEurop?.. It 13 thought that considerable quantities are held back by the owet'n
in anticipation of a rise in price, and, till this takes place, it is feared thi: littla
1mprovement in the returns is to be expected. ’

RAILWAY, No. 56.

- 4. Tam to add that the state of the traffic receives close attention, and every
circumstance is taken advantage of which is considered likely to conduce to its

development.
I bave the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

Colonel, R.E,

Secretary to Government.

Ezxd E C Shunker.
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