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Proceedings of the Mad:as Government, Public Works Department,
16¢h February 1871.

No. 36L."  Read the following Memorandum from the Chief Enginecr for Irriga-
tion, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated
18th January 1871, No. 12.—

-

. Paracrarn 3 of G. O, Revenue Department, No 1, of the 4th instant, having
in G. O., Public Works Department, of the 9th instant, No. 88, been referred to
me, I would state that, in supersession of
the old rule* prohibiting soil for the
repair of tank bunds being taken from
the beds of tanks, the following rule should be substituted .—

* Vide Grant’s Circular Order Book, page 24,
paragraph 13.

‘¢ Whenever the soil in the beds of tanks is suitable for the repair of tank bunds,
such soil should be used 1n preference to digging pits outside the bunds 1n culti-
vated land, whether wet or dry. When, by the removal of unsuitable surface soil
of moderate depth inside the tanks, good earth can be obtained from below, the
officer preparing the estimate should, where there is no waste land outside the
tank, ascertain whether 1t would be cheaper to use the tank earth, or to arrange
with the owner of cultivated land outside for procuring soil from the latter} when
the cost would be nearly equal, the tank earth should be used.”

2. It might be added with advantage that pits on cultivated lands should be
so laid out as, when possible, to benefit rather than injure the owner, and then it
will be but seldom that any objections will be raised. Where paddy-fields are
somewhat high, lowering them to the general level of adjacent fields facilitates
agricultural operations, and the removal of a few inches would, in such cases,
generally be allowed ; but when the fields are already rather too low than other-
wise, they cannot be further lowered without injury, and then if no earth be
elsewhere obtainable, the only course available is to take up a sufficient area of
ground for the excavation of soil. It should always be remembered that the
taking up of cultivated land is not only frequently distasteful to the owner, but
always 1njurious to the revenne, and while therefore, when the necessity exists,
these considerations should not be allowed tc interfere with its acquisition, Range
Officers should be careful not to apply for such lands for the maintenance of works,
unless this course be practically unavoidable.

No. 362. OrpER THEREON, 16th February 1871, No 474.

Ix this memorandum the Chlijef
Engineer for Irrigation submits his
opinion on the question referred* by the
Revenue Depaitment for consideration
in this Department, as to whether it may not be prescribed as a rule that earth for
the repair of bunds shall by preference be taken from the beds of tanks in al] eases
in which the cost is not hikely to be excessive.

2. Chapter IX., paragraph 17 of the Public Works Code provides that *‘ whep
earth is required for the repair of bands 1t should, when possible, be tzken from
some convenient place outside the tanks,” and that “ the s1lt 1 the bed of & tank
should never be used when otlier earth 1s procurable.”

IRRIGATION, No. 16. °

* No 1, dated 4th January 1871
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Proceedings of the M adras Government, Public Works Department,
16tk February 1871.

3. The modification of this rule which Major Mullins proposes is that earth
inside tanks should invariably be used in preference to that procurable from
cultivated lands outside, when such earth is found suitable for the repair of tank
bunds by the removal of the surface silt, and when the cost of either arrangement
would be nearly equal.

4. His Excellency the Governor in Council considers that to prevent
improper materials being used in the repair of tanks the rule now in force can only
be modified to the extent indicated by the Chief Engineer, and the Government,
accordingly, approve of the rule, as embodied in paragraph 1 of Major Mullins’
memorandum, being substituted for that now in operation.

5. The Government concur in the views expressed in paragraph 2, and the
attention of the officers of the Public Works Department will be drawn to Major
Mulling’ suggestions regarding the manner in which pits on cultivated lands should
be laid out.

(True Extract )
]

Colonel, R.E,

-«

Seeretary to Government.

To the Snperintendxilg Engineers.
,» Revenue Department.
+»» Chief Engineer for Irrigation..
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