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Proceedings ‘of the Madras Gooernment Public Works Department,
nov th Iebruary 1871 -

Y

{,«?
No. 2407  ,Read the),,ollowmfr ‘Endorsement of the Revenue Department, dated

o Zth January 1871 .— #

Read the “fullowmv Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th November
= _ . 1870, No. 6,648,

Read the follong Tetter from the Collector of the Godavery DlStl‘lCt to the
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cocanada, 19th October
1870, No. 331.

WitH reference to the Government Order, dated 4th March 1809 No 558,
communicated with the Board’s Proceedings of the 8th Mareh 1869, No. 1,554,
requiring adetailed statement of tanks in Ellore Talook, I have the honour to state
that on receipt of the above order at my request the Acting Head Assistant
Collector submitted to me statement of tanks which are alleged to be out of repair.
This statement I forwarded to the Executive Engineer, No. 4 Range, with a request
to give his professional opinion whether the 1epairs proposed were necessa1y and
sufficient or not, and what annual amount of outlay will be required to keep these
tanks in good repalr. He (the Executive Engineer) replied differing from the
Acting Head Assistant Collegtor as to the character of repairs, ete. Copy of Mr.
Andrews’ letter is enclosed for the Board’s information.

2. Iam also of opinion that for the reasons therein stated, and under the
present state of the season that the works estimated at Rlupees 18,715 need not be
executed. It seems to me that no further report is at present necessary, and I
therefore request orders for striking off this item in the Unanswered List.

From the Lxecutive Engineer, No 4 Range, Godavery District, to the Collector of the Godavery
District, dated Ellore, 11th February 1870, No 496

Is reply to your letter, No 174, of 8th November 1869, I have the honour to return the
statement of defective tanks and channels n the Ellore Talook, and to make the follow.ng remarks
thereon —

2. 'The statement contains 156 tanks and channels 1n fifty-five villages, with estimates for
the repairs amounting to Rupees 18,715, 1t1s not shown how these estimates are made, or by
whom ; therefore to check all these numerous works would take a great deal of my time, and I
think it would be better for me to make complete estimatespmyself, for 1t would take just as long
to check these works as to make new estimates I, thercfore, am unable to state whether the whole
of the 156 works require an expenditure according to the statement, but I have no hesitation 1n
saying that the amount of Rupees 18,175 could be well spent 1n the talook, and would produce
beneficial results both to the Government and the ryots I, however, differ with Mr. Happell as
to the character of the repairs I would much prefer doing asmaller number of repairs on more
important works and _so putting them in thoroagh good order, than dong small repairs all over
the talook wherever the villagers fancy they are necessary ; 1n fact, I would repair a few well
rather than a larze number badly It seems to be the system here to carry out these annual
works of raising and strengthening bunds and closing breaches, the first generally caused by

" inattention or neglect cn the part of the willagers, and the second for wanf of masonry escapes

I would therefore suggest that we should press upon the people the unportance of preserving works
01 which the prosperity of the village depends, and provide masoury eacapes for excess water ;
the outlay on this wouild be large at first, but, hke all durable works, would proie a°profitable
expenditure 1n the long run by keeping down annual repairs - ’

3 I have just prepared a statement of defective works in the Yernagudem Talook (which you
will receive through the Superintending Engineer) -containing sixty-one tanks and channels n

twenty-six villages that reqmre repairs or new works at an eshimated cost of Rupees 35,781 ;
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
9th February 1871. v

the great difference between the estimates of the two talooks 13 due to my estimates being for sub-
stantial masonry works instead of Mr Happell’s estimaté for earth-work and the usual making
up of banks for cattle to tread down directly after A few masonry works are, howgyer, 1ncluded
in the Ellore estimate, but very much mord will have to be allowed for these works, on the
whole, the works in the Ellore Talook have been much better kept *up {han 10 the Yernagudem
Talook, and they are of a more durable character ~

4. In the Ellore Talook I would divide the tanks into distric's according to the water-sheds
above them , thus we have—

+ 1, Tanks under Tummilair River.
2 Do Goondaru do —_
3 Do Yerra Calva.
4 Do Ramelair
5 Do Kistna
6 : Do. GodaverY } Canals.

7 Do. Bogoloo Valley.

These are the most important 1 the talook, all other tanksbeing from local catchment basing
on the hill slopes

5 Of these rivers, the Tummlair and Yerrd Calva are the most important (excluding the
canals), and all tanks under these rivers should be put 1n thorough good order and provided with
proper masonry works These would not be very costly, as their supply is received from the rivers
by supply channels, and therefore*more easily regulated

6  Yerra Calva tanksare mostly in the villey with bunds extending from side to side  These
require very large escapes to pass water to tanks below  To close breaches in these bunds would be
simply to cause their destruction In the statement I notice ¢ closing breachesin the Nursapuram
Tank, Rupees 100 ™"  This breach carries of the whole of the Yerra Calva from a water-shed of
100 square mules; therefore, 1t must not be closed until a masonry calingulah is built , the tank
is a fine one having an ayacut of more than 300 acres, the expenditure of 100 Rupees would
probably destroy the present revenue, whereas 2,000 Rapees woald raise 1t Rupees 500. Tegula-
vancha Tank is about four miles above the Nursapuram Tank across the same valley, for this tank
I see Mr. Happell estimates fof repairs to bund Rupees 100 and calingulah Rupees 600 ; the esti-
mate, however, 13 not halfsuffcient. At Beemadole, nine tanks are estimsted to cost for repairs
Rupees 750 I would not recommend this expenditure, for the supply 1s very doubtful, and from
the appearance of the land wet cultivation must have failed for many years This 18 also the case
with Soorapagoodem and other Xxllages on the north of the canal, and, unless Tummilair water 13
brought to the willages (as I have suggested), I would recommend all the tanks being abandoned
and dry crops planted. Of the Works reported to be defective in Mr. ITappell’s statement,
several have been required by me this year, and more would have been done had funds been at my

disposal  Of the estimate of Rupees 18,715, 1t may be considered that by the end of March nezt
Rupees 5,060 will have been expended

7. Respecting the cost of maintaining these works, I am not able to give a decided answer ;
so much depends on the care the villagers take of the works with ordinary care and attention,
masonry work should not require repairs more than once in ten years, and banks, 1f properly
protected and slopes planted, should requre very hitle for repairsin ordinary seasons , but as
villagers generally drive cattle over and along the bunds, work that 1s dore one season 1s trodden down

and destroyed by the next , as for protecting the sides with grass and bushes, 1t would be quite”

impossible, as the cattle\ would destroy 1t at once.

8. .Rupees 10,000 per annum could be well spent on tanks and channels in the Ellore Talook
for the next five years

':'HE Collector will be good enough to submit a copy of his Head Assistant’s
report,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
9th February 1871.

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 5th J?.nuary 1871, No. 33.
Read again Board’s Proceedings, 14th November 1870, No. 6,648.
Read also the following letter from the Collector of the Godavery District, to
) the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cocanada, 25th
November 1870, No. 378.

Wira reference to the Board’s Proceedings, dated 14th instant, No. 6,648, I
have the honour to forward copy of the Head Assistant Collector’s letter, dated 9th
August 1869, No. 77, together with a detaled statement of tanks in Ellore
Talook which were then reported to be out of repair.

From the Acting ITead Assistant Collector, to the Collector of the Godavery District, dated Ellore,
9th August 1869, No 77.

Ix reply to your letter, No 63, dated the 24th ultimo, I have the honour to forward here-
with a detailed statement of tanks i Ellore Talook which are out of repair This statement
shows the ayacut and assessment under each tank, the average cultivation and revenue for Fuslies
1276 and 1277, and also the probable amount required to keep them in efficient repair The
Board have asked for the average cultivation and revenue, etc, for the last three years  Ellore
Talook being under the joint-rent system 1n Fusly 1275, theaccounts of that fusly do not show
the correct extent of land cultivated under each tank , they are therefore omitted It would be
difficult to say now what annual allotment would be required to keep each tank in good repair.
After the tanks are once 1n good erder, they do not require repairs every year unless they breach
from excessive floods I would therefore reccmmend that a sum of Rupees 1,000 may be sanctioned ;
for the whole talook, leaving 1t to the option of the local officer to expend that sum on whichever ;:
tanks nced repairs B

— ;i i:’

Ixcrosoee No 2 —Detailed Statement of Tanks A

4, AN e s D e
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AT the beginuing of the year 1869 the Iead Assistant Collector of the Goda-
very District, in reporting on the state of the Ellore Talook, where the season had
been unfavourable, said, * Very many of the tanks aie m bad repair; a con-
siderable part of the loss of wet crops is due to this cause.”

' 2. The Board called for a detailed statement of the tanks alleged to be out
of repair, showing their ayacut, cultivation, and revenue, and the cost of special
repairs and ordinary maintenance

‘ 3. Thisreport 1s now submitted. The Head Assistant Collector is of opinion

that repairs, principally in the way of closing breaches and improving bunds,

should be cxecuted to 156 tanks and channels 1 fifty-five villages at a cost of

Rupees 18,715. If the tanks were once in good order, he thinks a grant of

Rupees 1,000 a year would be sufficient for maintenance.

4. The Executive Engineer of the Range questions the reliability of the
cstimates, and thinks it better to execule extensive repairs and add masonry to
important woiks rather than do small repars all over the talook. It is clear from
the Executive Engineer’s remarks that it would not be safe to adopt Mr. Happell's
statement as a basis of operation, but the Board resolve to submit 1t to Govern-
ment as containing proof that irrigation works in Ellore are in bad order. Mr,
Andrews thinks Rupees 10,000 a year could be well spent in the talook for the
next five )ears. It is obvious that much of this expenditure would be very
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Oth February 1871.

remunerative. Mr. Andrews points out one case, that of the Nursapuram Tank,
where the return would be 25 per cent.

5. The Collector should report on the proposals of Curnums in Chintalapudy
to ‘“take” the Edigavarupu Tank *¢for repair and pay the assessment.”

TraNsFERED to the Public Works Departmeut.

(Signed) W.HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government, R. D.

<

No. 24l. ORrDER THEREON, 9th February 1871, No. 416.

CoMMUNICATED to the Superintend-
ing Engineer of the 1st Division with
a view to his making arrangements for
annually allotting from his Agricultural Repair grant such an amount as may be
advantageously utilized in the repair of tanks in the Ellore Talook, and to his
submitting estimates for such masonry works as may be needed in connection with

the improvement of those tanks.

IRRIGATION, No 7.

(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,

Sccretary to Goyvernment.

To the Acting Superintending Engineer, 1st Dinision
,» Chief Engineer for Irmgation.
,» Revenue Department

Exd E C Shunker
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