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No. 181. Read the following Endorsement of the Deputy Secretary to, the

) i Government of Indxa No. 88-R. :(—

Read the following letter from the Depduy S)cretary to the Government of India,
Public Works Department, (Rdllq ay,) to the Joint Secretary to the
Government of Bengal, Public W or(s Department, Railway Branch, dated
Fort William, 16th January 1871, No. 87-R. | -,

: T au directed to acknowledge the reced‘t of your letter, No. 2,528-G., dated

the 30th December 1870, commuficating cibservations and making inquiries on

certain points connected with the question of maximum speed for engines passing
through station pomts. ¢ )

2. With reference to the general observations by the Government of Bonrral
contained in the 2nd and 3rd paragraphs of your letter, I am djrected to state
that the responsibility of Station Masters within the limits of their stations is
defined in general rules and regulations, ard the Government of India cannot
perceive that the wording of Resolutlon No 1,895-R. in any way tends to lessen
the responsibility which has been already filed on the Station Master, and which
is known to be necessary. That officer shoIld continue, as heretofore, to protect
his station by means of the * caution™ and l‘ danger” signals which a semaphoie
is capable of showing, and the normal posiion of semaphore signals should, as
heretofore, indicate danrrer.” j .

3. The Government of Bengal behq ves that the 4th paragraph of the
Resolution may possﬂ)ly be open to misconstruction, and in elucidation of the
Lieutenant-Governor’s views you give a hesé‘lptmn of the working of the English
block system. The paragraph to which exception is taken, being generally
descriptive and containing no order, carmol be misconstrued to any dangerous
extent, even if it does not convey eo distincily, as 1t appears to the Government
of India to do, the meaning which 1t was infended to have The working of the
Enghsh block systems, which vary widely ¢n different English Railways, is, no
doubt, on many lines in accordance with ytur description, but I am to observe
that the Government of India, in their Resolution, ’purposely avoided reference to
any of the numerous systems of block workirg, which may be valuable safe-guards
and hlghly desirable in a crowded traffic, hut which must be considered apart
from the special questlon relating to the maxinum specd to be allowed over points.

. 4. The object of the Government of I )
but to define on what conditions the existing rule regulating maximum speed of
engines over points may be relaxed; and these conditions have been imposed

= because it is thought desirable, where incressed speed is permitted, that every
facing point on every line of Railway should lﬁe interlocked with a signal or signals,
and that no two signals which can conflict Wlth one another should be unproteeted
with locking gear. The Governor-General 1 Council sees no reason to alter the
terms of the Resolution, and I am, therefore, ordered to reply to your three
inquiries as under—

182.—On single lines, a Railway Comparfy adopting the precaution of locking
points immovably before a trau’!t is due, will not, in respect of points
go fastened, be allowed the privilege defined in paragraph 9 of the
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12 is not to impose new restrictions,
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Tth February 1811
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Resolution, unless the conditions mentioned in the Resolution are ‘
complied with.

940 —It will not be considered sufficient to justify the grant of a certificate

by the Consulting Engineer if disc signals are fixed to all points
that require to be manred while in use, as the Resolution applies to
all facing points whether they are manned or not.

3rd —The Resolution also applies to all Railways, whether double or single,
and as interlocking apparatus and additional signals are required
' only at facing points, His Excellency in Council believes that but
little expense or inconvenience will ber experienced on the double
lines of Railway where there are few facing points, while fast traffic,
on the single hines, will be much facilitated by that additional speed
which may be safely ob.ained by adherence to the orders contained
in the Resolution. '

From the Joint-Secretary to the Governmeat of Bengal in the Public Works Department, Rail-
way Branch, to the Secretary to th: Government of India, Public Works Depariment,
dated 30th Decctuber 1870, No. 2,228-G.

Wirn reference to Resolution, No 1,895-R., dated 30th November 1870, on the subject of the
maximum speed for engines passing through station points, I am mstructed to request that it may
be brought to the notice of the Governor-Gereral in Council that no mention 13 made 1 the Reso-
lution of a perfectly efficient precaution which is commouly used in India on single lines, and 13
admirably adapted to neutralize the 1nefficieney of Native pointsmen. Iallude to the system of fiing
the switches to the stock rail immovably by neans of a cramp or bolt, or by means of an arc and
eotter fitted to the lever box, and securing them i1n the required position by a padlock before the
train 1s due at the distance signal  Euther the points are permanently locked, or else this precau-
t-on 18 in force at all roadside stations, and st most large stations also on the Railways under the
control of this Government, where the line 1t single, and 1t is obvious that a train may pass to and
fro over a pair of points so secured at any convenient rate of speed, or run through them to and
fro almost as safcly as 1t could traverse an ordinary carve of the same radiug I am therefore
instucted to inquire whether on single lines ' Railway Cempany adopting the precaution of locking
points immovably before a tram 1s due will be allowed the privilege defined 1n paragraph 9 of the
Resolution 1 respect of all points so securad, on 3 certificate from the Consulting Engiaeer that
the form of fastening 1s an efficient one |

2 The precaution here described is wot, of course, adapted for a terminus or a junction,
or for a large changing station, where manysets of pomnts are 1n constant use In such exceptional
cases much additional safeguard may be derived, especially in shunting operations, from the use of
a disc signal, which will show the driver tha,‘t a parr of poiuts which are being worked by a Native
pointsman are truly set, and at the same time indicate the road which his train must take. DButit
secms necessary to pomt out, with reference to paragraph 3 of the Resolution, that the respons:-
bility for the safe working of all lines within his station limits must be fized on the Station Master
alone, and that the true use of a secmaphore signal is mmply to stop a train. I am therefore
instructed to inquire further whether it will be considered sufficient to justify the grant of a cer-
tificate by the Consulting Engineer if disc signals are fixed to all points that require to be manned -
while 1n use, aod provided that the apparatus 1s capable of being fastened immovably during the
passage of a train i

3 To show the sufficiency of the precautions here recommended, I am wstructed to add, with .
reference to paragraph 4 of the Resolution, which may possibly be open to misconstruction, that
under the Enghsh block syslem the normal position of all semaphore signals 1s for ‘‘ danger "
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When a pointsman 1n charge bf the interlocking apparatus (from whose box several sets of poi
may be working in connection with the same semaphore) receives the telegraphic notice that: P°2n_t5
A train has passed the semaphore station next above, he proceeds to set the points leading to th(:erla.m :
form at which, according to working orders, the tramn 19 to discharge, and the act of gram ‘;P .
1 the lever locks the whole set of points, and lowers the semaphore siznal to allow the tra: :  come
| on  Should he at the last minute find that he 13 in erroe and rush :o the proper lever hz wtl;;m;
t « 1t 1mmovably locked, and the only course open to him 15 }o throw back the lever he onéinall elcll
g and by so doing sct the semaphore at * danger,” after ¥hich he can work any one of t:hey I:nt’
{ under his comrand At junctions or termint where sevlra] main lines converge, each has 'tp .
. semaphore, and as all the points are, in such casesfantirlocked and m charge :)f one ou:ts .
only one through road can be opened at a time, and onl;j the correspondinz s:maphore lI: sslan'
that 1f half-a-doz:n trains were approaching together] all but one mus: be arrested We; . }:o
English interlocking apparatus, therefore, 1t is, more corectly speaking, the points which ; tt :
lock, the semaphore signal being only used to stop the train until a road 13 opened for 1t ; lv:'lhelr ,
auvihary or disc signals are used for sidings where the pdnt cannot be made to interlock P
, 4 1 am also 1nstructed to inquire whether the Resolution wmay be under_tood to refer to
single lines only. On the double line, on the Railways u]uder the control of this Government, th
points are not facing points, and the counter-weight ret.ans the switch ~raxl clear of the throu l: )
line when the pomnts are not in use No special precaufions seem necessary in the case of tra.iis
passing such points, and the Lieutenant-Governor will be slad to learn that 1t 13 ounly contemplated
?y the Resolution to restrict the speed of trains passmg‘ pomnts on the single line, as othe‘r)mse
or instance, the working of the fast mail train . : ,
' Burdwan and Howrah wozld be seriously impeded thresh the numerons amall stations between ‘

} . ¥

X . — ' {
: : ) Corr with copy of the letter to which f is & reply forwarded for infor-
Madras. ] Oudh. matica to the Local Governmentsand
. §°mb“y ) Central Provinces Administrations noted in the margin,
3 Pl‘:;;{:;“'estem Provinces Ilég;g:gbad - in cq"atinuation of Nos 1,893—4, aad
. Central Inda. Nos. 1,806—1,902-R, dated ‘the 30th
. NovenPet 1870.
- (Signed)  E. C. B. WILLIAMS, Major, R.E,
) - )
| Deputy Secretary.
) 4, '
, No. 182 OzDER THERLON, 7th Februarly 1871, No. 386. .
, RAILWAY, No. 26. l JOMMUNICATED to the Consulting
| 5 Engineer for Railways in continuation
| of G.[0, No 69, dated 10th January )
| - 1871. -
1 ) \ (True Extract ] .
| - .
{ . . ‘ Colonel, R E.,
¢
| s . » Secretary to Government.
E To the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways )
[ . 3 .
| - R + S
F\ Exd. E. C Shunker -
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Engines passing through station poinis.— '
Endor'zemele)t of 'tqhe Deputy Secretary to
the Government of India forwarding cogy
of 5 reply to a letter addressed to t e}
Government of Bengal on the subject 0,
the maximum speed for engires passxrt,,
through station points, communicated to
the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
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- I'am directed to ackni)wlecfga;the receipt of your letter
No. 2528 G, dated the 30th Decembir 1870, communicating observa-
tions and making enquiries on certain/points connected with the ques-

tion of maximum speed for engines passimg through station points™ =

v ¢ 2. With reference to the gengral observations by the Government

d paragraphs of your letter, I

am directed to state that the responsiblity of Station Masters within the
himits of thelr stations is defined in |

reneral rules and regulations, and
the Government of India cannot perczsive that the w ording of Reso-
lution No. 1895 R'in any way tends to lessen the responsibility which
has been already fixed on the Station Naster, and whichis known to be
necessary. That Officer shoufll contin-e, as heretofore, to protect his
station by means of the « caution” and ““danger” signals which a

and the normal position of
semaphore signals should, as heretofon@e, indicate “ danger ”

3 The Government of Bengal béieves that the fourth paragraph of
the Resolution may possibly be open td misconstruction, and 1n elucida-
tion of the Lieutenant Governor's VYWs you give 3 description of the
working of the English block system (The paragraph to which exception
is taken, being generally descriptive jand containing no order, cannot
ont, even 1f it does not convey so

erfment of India to do, the meaning

> working of the English Block
Enghish Railways, 15, no doubt,
description, but I am*to observe
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on many lines 11 accordance with you
that*the Government of India,

1n thir Resolution, purposely avoided
J{:ference to any of the numerous

gstems of block woiking, which .,
2y be valuable safe-guards and high

ut, which must be considered apart T
to the maximum speed tq be allowed ov

desirable in a crowded traffic,
om the special question relating
I’ points,
4. The object of ‘the Governmmt of India is not: to 1mpose

hew, restrictions, but,to define on vhat conditions the existing rule”
regulating maximum speed’of. engines yver points may ber
these conditions have
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your three enquiries as under—
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ed is permitted, thyy= every facing point on every line of
d be interlocked Wl'l}il a signal or signals, and that no two

e another should be unprotected with
sees 110 reason to alter

therefore, ordered to reply to

v

1st.—On single lines, a Railway Company adopting the precaution
of locking points mmovably before a train is due, will

not, ig respect o points so fastened, be allowed the

: privilege defined gn para. 9 of the Resolution, unless
the conditions mentioned in the Resolution are complied

with., - ! ) .
ond.—It will not be considereid sufficient, to justify the grant of a
certificate by the Consulting Engineer, if disc signals are
fixed "to all points that require to be manned while in use,
as the Resolution apphes to all facing points, whether they

are manned or not.
3rd.—The Resolution also applies to all Railways, whether double or
) single, and as interlocking apparatus and additional signals
are required only-at facing points, His Excellency in
Council believes that but hittle expense Or inconvenience
will be experienced on the double lines of Railway where
there are few facing points, while fast traffic, on the single

1
£

iy lines, will be much facihitated by that additional speed

{
' which may be safely obtained by adherence to the orders
contained in the Refolution. .
" 1 have the honour to be, £

ancbas ~ .

e . Lian et —_ 4-—S—-
Your most obed:xent Servant,

_C. 8. WILLIAMS, Major, R. E.,
g Depuly Secretary. ’
k!

) No.}f//R. g ! o

Copy, with copy of the leiler to which it is a reply, forwarded for

information 1o the Local Governments

T

Madras. Oudh.
Bombay Central Provinces. ( . e . . .
N3 \;\;bp %‘;a“;::m {cfnd Adﬂ.zmzstfatwns noted in the margin,
Central India. in continuation of Nos. 1893—4, and
Nos. 1896—1902 R, dated the 30k November 1870. L
- ¢ .
o ’ Major, R. B,
Deputy Secretary.
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