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. }:Vhen I reached Conjecode, 1 first set about clearing the hine to enalle the trains t . f
*“ which were stopped by the lines beno blocked. tw 0 pass, ] , ‘
** east and west trains standing 1n the ybm.d . COI:SE“:e;:;‘ggIOH; being off the rails, and the 8 4 u. T, : end shunted through the off-mding on the mam line beyond the west points, and this they
(-] 2
“* for, perhaps, half an hour after I arrived ’ My ﬁxc;t ue);t :‘d To time to make any inquiries Ll proceeded to do  The deceased and several other coolies began to shove the brake van and coke .
1 -~ F
** Police been mformed ? Ilesaid “no’, but he expect:i the0; © the Station Master was, had the N waggons along the siding and the driver took his engine mnto the platform siding and hooked on .
“ effcct, and that he would mform him At th.q s th et ¢on every moment, or words to that v the wagzons The Guard Conners says that on leaving the engme he told the driver in express :
. ** there sometime befre I arrived. When wo Wete ready o s):; “’:13 lz the brake van, and had been -, terms not to move the engine till his return  This I have no doubt 13 untrue. Ile further says ;
““ was then undecided as o the best course to take with th); body ar’l,‘l“ 101; was about 10-20 A N S f that he did not leave the brake van from the time the brake van entered mto the sding at the . ‘i
1€ - ¥
*there wasno convemient place to deposit the body , the train wa:O; ‘o8 were unwilling to stay , L east points till the collision occurred at the west points, and that he did not know that the engine !
“the 5 ¢ x. could leave, the driver and fremen had to zetuen ot onceue xgto Coimibatore before : driver had entered the siding ull he saw the empty waggons running mto lus; but this appears to Jj
, “ unwilling to stay behind I could place no restraimt oo ho achions oo .1 Oa(;x tlhe witnesses were « be ouly partly true, as the Wood Contractor Mamckum admits that he walked some twenty yards
** not have ridden home, they would most assarediy have walked , and. , c:;g tes, 1f they eould or 80 along the line before getting mto the brahe van  The driver says that when he was bringing ‘
¢ [ n
* culties, the Tahsildar's Court was quite ten miles from COIIJCCOde, and, whaz m:]m to these diff- , the waggons out of the siding he saw the guard walking between the rails and told him to get 1mto ¥
- ‘* body have been in by the time he arrived, which he could pot hzm:e done beforc mt]} on would the his brake van This, though unsubstantiated by any other evidence, is probably what took 1,
' . "“my ainival here, I reported the matter to the Police, ales to the Villaze anlztr;:enex}: day, On ( place  When the driver drew the wagzon out of the mding the loaded waggon was not next the "
- *held an wmquest oa the body, and full parbicalars were‘ngm s i t}lﬁbcanseoof d‘ t,h‘:’ 0 at onco 4 . tender, and the emptics behind, and what had then to be done was to put the latter on the mam :4
8  The deceased was a cooly in the employ of the Wood Contract M . 1 bme Lelund the points and replace the loaded waggon 10 the euling agamn. ~ At this time tho brake ’ i( !
‘ -t ac ; . 4
h was Machan Naiken, and his age was about 22 years o Manchum.  Ilig name van and cobe wagzons were rapidly approaching the west pomnts, the guard bemng 1n the bx:al.e &
:* , van and the coolies pushing  The deceased was pushing the last coke waggon. When the driver ; 5‘ ;
. ! entered the platform siding he called out to the Porter Bomman to **hook ,” the porter did so, 3
i . \ !
Couit of the Head Assistunt Uugistrate of Malabar, Palghaut, the 2374 X ! and the duer drew the waggons out and brought the train to a stand stull on the main lime oppo ' '4?
. On the 23:4 O. tober 1851 . i 4 Dovember 187], ' site the platform  The driver says that he then reversed the engins to put the waggons past the i |
Coimbastore :r;{‘g’. k ,\11:&‘; C‘ & o y called B,I achan, a resident of Pothanoor, 1n the district of A Foints and gave three or four blasts, and that on looking over the side ho saw that the waggons had .
e vas "sex:tm? to ehant th 0’3;““’0“8 '?m“f;“. t 31':;;1&@ Talock, m congequence of a coke waggen been unhooked, and that they would come into colhision with the Lrake van and cohe waggons; '5
i 19 4 P0G B pluLag BIavIE & & .
wero bean shudted on the mm: b 'l‘he‘ ;0(;4 een run o by cerluin Lpty Wagpens which . that he jumped off the cngine, ran and put down the b1akes on the first empty waggon, fmd_then - e
Puthanoor where an inqucst was held. and € 7 appears to have been waken from Lunjecuiy i o ¥an on £o the brake van, In the meantime the empty waggons nad run along the mam line, oul - 3
throuzh the Magistrate of the dlstrlc(: No uetpalwrs of this inquest have since been sent to me () the fist of these had come inta collision with the last cohe w azgon, m the act of ercssing the «%'
of th; Tretoict g 1ad tho nec ot oo ::t on;glix:xtxo: ;f the accident was given to the Magistracy \ Pomnts  The wood contractor who was walking bebind the cohe waggons had previously observed Y s
acexdont oould have been then Sued on e ooy fo: ed, 1bt’ 13 almost certam that the Llame of the \) that a collision would occur and had called out to the coolics to run. - All did 8o, except the deceased
a grave mistzke Thus should not hase g;eny dol’ potnlsll ; The removal of the body was algo o Machan who was very close to the pointe, and he was caught between the two waggons in collision '
. The platform and station a6 Congecode are . the nsf:) t‘lh tde 1nquest had been held gt the spot. - and hilled  Tlis death is, therefore, clearly dne to the unhocking of the waggons, as had they not E
50 sards east of the platform are pomts smct.. ﬂu side of the line looking north About ' been unhooked the cngine conld have puiled them up 1 time to have prevented the aceident. The }
sille of the mam Line fiom the platform, and connfcte:;a?:m‘:l:r t‘}:lth % siding on the opposite »z : Porter Bomman on being ashed at once admitted that he had unhooked them when the engme was 4
! ’ n wi ' y
50 yards west  On the gonth or platform side of the lm: and ¢l S un hne by pomts some o praught to a standstil on the marn Line, and before the rey ersing occurred , but ho asserted at tle i
form, are ponts connecting the mam Lo wath amotl s : close to the west end of the plat- ; ' time, ard still waintains that the driver Lad called out to hum *“unhook” “‘unhook,” and that le i
ELPY &
‘ © adme,” and by the Native :he “lag-bye ™ On the more’;:: x?gt} wl:ch 13 called the "pla.tfor/;;} : did s0 according to ‘the order The driver denies that he gave such an order, and states that 3
o P R :
came down from Coimbatore to Conjecode and arrived at t}? 01 1o #9rd October, the wood spegi,] ) " Lyshiunting™” 15 strictly prolubited  The porter produced the peon of the station to rrove that }
engine was 1 charge of William Taylor, Fomne Dy azd &;‘ter blace about % o'clock Mhe ' he Leard the order gren, and the driver produced lus two firemen to prove that he could have %
charge of the train, which cor'msteé apPare;tly of eng:ne and ‘tm";h)' COI{)nerﬂ, Guard, w;s n § Euven o such order, fur »f he had, they must have heard 1t It scoms doubtful whether the peon g
cuder, a brak ’ fiom where he wa ar to
. cohe waggons  The deceased and other coolies came down n the bmk’o M and} brwo : ] l 1 e could havo heard the order af given by the driver, and he docs not appear to ;
miding wero Iyng eleven empty waggors and. one laden, the Iyt X van  In the Platform v ) - ave mentioned the circumstance 1] examined by me Itis a matter of the greatest difliculty to §
> er Tatom
' These empty waggons were to be attached to the engine for the purpose ‘;‘;g nearest the platfopy. o f:termne who 1 rerponsible for the uncoupling of the emyty waggons. The driver was aware that }
to Pothanoor ~Tne driver, Taylor, states that on arrival at Conjecod cal\-,ymg the woced back ” . ) ‘tne Lrake v.n and eole wagrons were being shunted, and could see thew fiow Livengne, uad if 13 ) i
main hine blocked, because the loaded wagzon m the platform sidipe " asel Platform he found the taow . m;r_y unlikely that he would try surh & dangerous operafion as ** flyshunting 'lzic Porter Bomman - -
| block and not sufliciently clear of the man hne to admit of the ttn"am 30Zan fiont of the stop . ’h;y have acted tos officicusly, and La would not Likely see the danger go cleatly  Lven, however, - <
. r i] ) » s
this loaded waggon was diopped at Conjecode by 2 goods special earlior Passing 1], tlates {Lag ‘ , - ?W duver did give the order the porter was wrong, and must have known he was wrong to obey -~ -t
1t was run into the sding, which appears to have been sufficiently fyl] 4 % the MOrving, angd {hay ' | 1L evidence now available docs not enalle mo to fix the responsibality for the acaident closer - 3
was the first error committed, and ultimately led to the Joss of L already  Ip this wag g, 1k ‘ ,\ than tlis  With whomssever tho regponsibility rests, however, 1t 18 clear that theie was no ,J
t'3 not been the case he would have run past the M 4tformn e The dryyep 838 that hag Y " mntention £5 cause the death of any one  The guard may have been carcless, the driver may have ) I
coke waggons, and then returned to the platform and talen mI;Jmtﬂ, droppeq the bra‘ke van a ' assured too great rerponsibabity, the porter may have been over-officious, but there 18 nothing to - ;
] 1le e1ys that finding how matters stood the guard came to hxmempt:y WazZons g4 of {} mnd ' fhiow that the y knew that death wounld Likely follow their wfraction of the Company’s rules Ia T
and that he suzgested that Vbe Lrahe van and eoke aggons 3 ?:l“i ke A S} 1 . %l'\xm;l' my magisterial eapacity, therefure, I seo no reason to take further proceedings agninst them ‘ IR
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