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' of all, namely, the getting in

. the Chicf Engincer

._,v;,: s
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'7roceedirzgs of the
. 5th December 1871.

Read the following letter from the Acti

s ng Consulting Engzin

Railways, to the Secretary to Government, Public Worl?s lel‘ot::taer fo:
dated Madras, 15th November 1871, No. 495 :— epartment,

No. 77.

I mavEe the honour to fo
to this office of letter dated 8th instant, No. 975, from the Agcnt

f the Madras Railway, regarding Mr. Edward Johnston, as regards
tion of the Cheyaur bridge, which fa.il;l in

cop_';f furnished

and Manager 0
his responsibility in the construc

October last year.

of the Madras Railway Company, to the Secretary of the Madras
London, dated Madras, 8th November 1871, No. 975. '

ittee appointed by Government to examine the

« Datod 7¢h June 1871 bnfiges on this Rall'way presented their report®

which was embodied in Government Order

3, dated the 30th of June last, the prominent feature of which was the result of the exami-

f the picrs of the Cheyaur bridge.
ernment was forwarded to Mr. Edward Johnston
furnished in his letter of the 17th

Trom the Agent and Manager
Railway Company,

~

Dorixg my absence on furlough the Comm

No. 1,74
pation by the Committee of the foundations o
9. In due course a copy of the Order of Gov

for such remarks as he might desire to ofer, aud these were

of August 1871.

5. Ihave now the honour to request that tho Directors will be so good as to. give their

carcful consideration to
e Copy scotto the . the report of the
1571, Committee, and to the observations thereon
ntained in the Order*
¢ Copy ront to the Board with . O. letter from Acting . e of Government, and also
Azert and Mapager, dated £6ih Angust 1871 to Mr. Johnston's remarks as contained in his
Jettert mentioned above.

4. A careful perusal of these documents bas satisficd me that Mr. Johnston must be held in
great measure responsible for the failure of the bridze, inasmuch as the examination of the
n that the foundations of some of the piers were not earried down to a depth

th the instructions of the Chief Enginecr, and that some of the work
ery inferior character, whereas Mr. Johnston has repeatedly asserted
dge were puilt in the most satisfactory manner possible.

"that he should not be held responsible for the bad

work which has been discovered, because, at tho time the bridge was being constructed, he was
also in charge of other duties, which rendered it impossible that he should be continually watclhing
tLe works at the Cheyaur, and that it was during his absence that the foundations complained oci'

were got in under the supcrvision of his Inspector.

6. With rcference to this I im

in chargeof the construction of a bridgo ghould make it bi
of the foundations, done un
¢ the work to bo of a satisfactory character except upon his own

at Jeast that he ghould not repor

personal krowledge. , 5
7, Mr.Jd ohnston admits, and indced alleges, in his

gome of the foundations criticised by the Committee wer

that the work in the foundations was of the most satisfactory character possible

ar to me that Mr. : '

d that so far as the bad w

Q.

oard with letter No. 056, 14th July

F)
Committes has show
of 14 fect in accordance Wi

a1l the foundations of the Cheyaur bri
5. In lis defence, Mr. Johnston urges

own defence, that he was not present wilen

8. Ltis, therefore, cle Johnston’s conduct evinces at the least gross and
ork in the foundations of the picrs contri-

lect of duty, an

agine that the Directors will be of opinion that an Engincer
1 A o

s business to see the most important work .
der his own immediate supervision, or

Madras Government, Public Works IDcpariment i

rward, for the information of the Goverr;ment the -
] v

o sunk, and yet he did not fail to assure .

culpable neg : ' s
puted to the failure of the bridge, he is alono and directly responsible for the deplorable misfurtune -
which befel the Company la;t year. "
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" 142% November 1871,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public 1V, orks I)eparlmcnf#
Sth December 187),

r———

9. The Dircctors will not fail to observe tl,
traction of the natural water-way, by the constry
injudicious. .

10. Itis due to Mr. Johnston to state thnu?.

embankment being part of the design submitted
Government.

at the Committeo are of opiuion that the comr
ction of the embaukment acruss the island, was

¢ must not be held accountable for this, the
by 4he Chief Engincer and approved by tho

11. This docs not, however, constitute’ any e

which, I think, bas been clearly proved, and, h

otherwise than recommend the Doard to take j
from the service,

(Qqsc for the gross and ey

pable negleet of duty,
olding thig opinion, I do ‘ :

ol not sae Law ] can do
mediate steps for the removal of Mr. Johnstoa

So——

To tf.e Consulting Engincer for Pmilwayé for ;nfomation

(Signcd) R. B ELWIN ,

L Ageat and Marager.

ettt s ety

No. 78. Orprr THEREON, 5th December 1871, No. 3,071,

RAILWAY, No. 15.

t().x:pmm) to Le recorded.

(True Extracf.s
! (Signed) - J, OARPENDALE, Colonel, R.E.
. * ?
i ‘ Secretary to Covernment.
No. 79, (Docker No. 3,072, dated 5th December 1871, )
i Cory of the above forwarded to the Government of Indjs.
(True Extract.)
\ A}
Colonel, RE.,
Becretary to Government,
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