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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
22nd Noovember 18171,

No. 304. Read the fg)llowing Endorsement of the Acting C;)nsulting Enginecr
~ for Railways, dated Madras, 20th October 1871, No. 455 :—

From the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, to the Acting Con-
sulting Engineer for Railways, dated Negapatam, 17th OQctober 187 1,
No. 4,229.

I uave the honour, with reference to your No. 253, to forward capy of a letter
from the Chicf Engineer on the subject of the site selected for the proposed bridge
over the Vigay at Madura, and to request that Mr. Logan’s recommendation to
erect a level crossing over the line at one end of the bridge, to meet the wishes of

the Hindoo community (see enclosed plan), may receive the favourabie considera:”.

tion of Government. SRR

-

Pt . v
-

rom the Chicf Engineer, to the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, dated Trichinopofy‘, '
14th October 1871, No. 3,888.

Suxce receipt of your letter of the 18th August last, forwarding G. 0., No. 2,074, of 12th
August 1871, concerning the site of the proposed bridge on the River Vigay at Madura, with
regard to its interference with a certain annual procession there, I have had an interview with
Venkatasawmy Naidoo, the Manager of the Madura Temple Funds, and having proposed to accom-
modate the procession with & level crossing over the line atone end of the proposed bridge, he
expressed his entire” acquiescence in the arrangement, provided the crossing were given on the
north bank of the river, to which I see no objection, especially as it is the most suitable side for
the purpose in an engineering point of view.

2. It will thus be unnecessary either to raise the bridge or to deviate from the present
Yocation of the line. .

3. It may be as well however to add, for the information of Government, %ha.t to raise the
bridge 1 foot 6 inches would cost, with the additional earthwork necessary in approaches, about
Rupees 5,000. The gradient down into the station would then be 1 in 200, instead of as now
designed 1 in 300,

The chupparum in which the image is carried in procession along tho bed of the river, when
on the shoulders of the bearers, is 34 fect high, and I understood Venkatasawmy Naidoo to say that
it would be next to impossible to cut this down so as to get under the bridge even if it were raised
to be 15 feet above the bed of the river, while it would certainly alter the whole character of the
accessories to the dignity of the image's procession.

5. With regard to altering the site of the bridge, now that a narrow guage has been decided
on for this line, a sweep by a reverse curve of 16 chains radius could be got (see accompanying
plan No. 192), 50 a3 to cross the river above the Muntapum to which the procession moves wp;
but such a curve at the entrance to a large and important station like Madura would be most
objectionable, both as regards safety in working and in wear and tear of vehicles and rails.

6.: The level crossing agreed to by the Manager of the Temple would only be required once
a-year, when "gpecial drrabgé;nents? could be made to guard against accident. Thepe is 1o pro-
cession back along the river bed, 8o that only once crossing the line at that point would be invelved,
and I recommend that this solution of the difficulty be accepted.

SusMITTED to the Government.
On the receipt of G. 0., No. 2,074, of the 12th August 1871, I requested that
the Chief Engincer’s special consideration might be given to the question of alter.

ing the site of the Vigay bridge at Madura, and to the effect of.zaising the road
over the river, both in cost and in alteration of the gracient into the station yard,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
22nd November 1871.

R. The Chief Engineer shows on the plan now forwarded an alternative
line by which the bridge might be moved up the river, but involving an objec-
'~ tionable curve into the station. The cost of raising the bridge 1} foot would be

about Rupees 5,000, and the fall from the bridge to the station would be 1 in 200,
instead of 1 in 300

3. Mr. Logan, however, has arranged a way of meeting the difficulty in
proposing a level crossing over the line on the north bank of the river, which
will allow of the car at the first time being taken round the bridge abutment.

The Manager of the Pagoda having acquiesced in this arrangement, I recommend
it for the approval of the Government.

(Signed) 1. L. PRENDERGAST, Major, R.E,,
Acting Consulting Engineer for Railuways.

No. 395, OrpEr THEREOY, 22ud November 1871, No. 2,953.

-

Tue Government approve of the
proposal to ercct a level crossing over
the line near the site selected for the
Vigay bridge in order to accommodate processions from the Madura Temple. It is
understood that this arrangement mects the wishes of the Hindoo community.

(True Extract.)

RAILWAY, No. 48.

-Colonel, R.I%,

Seeretary 1o Government.

To the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railwaye, with one Enclosure.

Fxd. S. T. Augustin.
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