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Proceedmns of thq Madras Government, Public TVorl.s Department
* 20th November 1871.

No. 352.  Read the following letter from the Officiating S'uperintendincr Engi-

neer, 5th Division, to the Secretary to Government Public Works

Department, dated Salem, 1st November 1871, No. 172 :—

Wira reference to your Official Memorandum, No. 1, dated October 1871,
forwardmg G. Oa * as per margin, I have
11 gl::x_m. t the honour fo explain that the site of the

Lstimate,

« Military Dept., No. 2,518, of 3rd August 1871, o Lutts and the Rifle Range at Tri-
Do. ~ do., No.2,115of17th do. chinopoly was chosen by a Committee
of Officers of which I was nota member.
2, With rerrard to the defects of. the ranrre they are very obvious now that
the range has been actually used ; but as they were not foreseen by any of the Com-

mlttee of Officers who chose the site, every one of whom must have had more or less

experience of target firing, I submit that it would not be matter for surprise had’

I, who have had no such experience, not foreseen-it; but, as before mentioned, I
had no part in the choosing of the site, and would certainly have unarrmed that my
duty rested entirely with the construction of the butts.

3. In your memorandum under acknowledgment I observe it is stated that the
butts were ‘“placed and constructed”” under .my -personal superintendence.
% Constructed” they were, but “placed” by me they were not, for the line of

fire was laid down by the Assistant Quarter Master General, and fAat, as a matter’

of course, regulates the position of the butts.

At the same time I would point out that it is extremely difficult to secure
every essential of a good range, and it is very possible that the Committee con-
sidered the comparative nearness to the barracks to more than compensate for any
probable defects ; of this at least I am aware that another and apparently better
range was rejected, as being much too far from barracks.

4. The plan (and estimate) called for in the concluding part of your memo-
randum are herewith submitted.

No. 333. ORDER THEREON, 20th November i871, No. 2,931,

- MILITARY WORKS, No. 10. OzpERED to be recorded.

~ (True Extract.)
(Signed) J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R.E.,
' Secretary to Government,

de. s! To Augu“i}}o
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