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© Proceedings of the Madras Government Public Works Department,
" 13th November 1871.

No. 224, Read the following letter from the Acting Consulting Engineer for
Railways, to the Secretary to Government, Public, Works Department,
dated Madras, 30th October 1871, No. 471 :—

REFERRING to G. 0., No. 2,358, of the 16th ultimo, I have the honour to submit
letters from the Agents of the Madras*

* No. 646, dated 28th October 1871, with g 4),e Greatt Southern of India Rail-,

enclosure. ! ; o
} No. 4,234, dated 18th October 1871. .~ .wayr regarding the practice obtaining

on their lines for the supply of refresh-

ments to Natlve passengers.

2. On the Madras Railway contracts for selling refreshments at station plat-
forms are put up to public auction, .
On the Great Southern of India Railway a small monthly rent is levied at

_only two of the stations, as the sales at the other places are insignificant.
Both Agents state that they are not aware of any instance of complaint of

punwholesome articles being sold at the stations,

3. From my own observatlon and inquiries that I have made at many
stations, I believe that fruits and sweetmeats are sold at a reasonable price, and
of fairly good quality. There isa great demand for such eatables, for instance

at Arconum, the junction with the North-West Line, and also with the narrow -

line to Conjeveram. The Centractor pays upwards of Rupees 60 a month for the
right to sell on the platforms, and the fact of the value of the right being so high,
is strong evidence that the sales are extensive, and consequently that the artlcles

sold are apprecmted

From the Avent and Manaver of the Madras Railway €ompany, o the Acting Consultmo Engi-
neer for Railways, dated Madras 28th October 1871, No. 646.

Wire reference to your letter, No. 657, of the 24th instant, enclosing G. O, No 2,358,
dated the 16th ultimo, I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of the Tratﬁc\Manager s
Jetter, No. C 1§, of this date, explaining the practice on this Railway with respect to the supply
of refreshments at stations to Native passengers.

2. I quite agree with Mr. Church that it would be objectionable to try to enforce a fixed
toriff. .

’

From the Traffic Manaoer to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, -dated

Madras, 28th October 1871, No. C §2¢. -

Refreshments for Na tive Passengers. -

Congsulting Engmeer 8 letter, No. 657, of 24th instant, enclosing Order of Government No 2,358,

of 16th September.
CoxtrAcTs for the privilege of selling refreshments to Natlve passengers on the station
platforms are put up to auction, and let to the highest bidder at each station.

2. There have been failures from time to time on the part of contractors to keep to the terms
of their contract, but Iam not aware of a single instance of complainy of unwholesome a.rtxcles

_ being sold at high prices.

8. It is believed that prices are pretty well equalized by the competition that now exists
among the several stations, as a contractor at one station, by selling a bad article at high rates,

would drive customers to the next refreshment station. .
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4. The objection, in my opinion, to s ﬁxed t:m&' on refreahmgnu is th;t contractors woull
probably be induced to offer an jaferior article for sale, and that in the lonv» rag Passenzers Would
not be so well served as they are nnder the pmsent g;stexn ot' £r« tndo. 5 A

MADRAS RAILWAY. « B ¢
AGENT AND MANAGERS OFFICE 2

Madras, 28’ M@ 18// ) _
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From the Agent bf the Great Southern o{ Iadis R&ﬂn], to the Aehug ConSuItm
Railways, dated Negapatam. 18'-!1 October 187l No. 4 234,
Your letter No. 290, dated the 1%t Scptombcr lul, hu been refe!'mi to the Assistant
Traffic Manager, and that officer reports 13 follows :—*¢ The only stations at which fruit is solq on
¢ the platforms are Tanjore, Needamungalum, Kulxthahy. Cutnla:. Caroor, Cudoomudy, Fron
** Needamungalum and Tanjore we recejve a small rent per month but nt otber stations the sales
** are 50 small that it would not pay the vendors. - ',_‘;; S i,
‘“ At most of the larger stahons frmt vendon ply thexr trndo ontsxdo the sf.ationa with arrival
‘ or departure passengers. A A.'-j
*“ I am not aware of any complamt ever humg been made of the ule of unvholevomo food at
*“ any of our stations, and even if the pracuce is carned oo, I questxon whether fixing a tarif
** would overcome the difficulty. o o

** The best safeguard against the sale of nnwholesome food would be to instruct the Police to
* occasionally examine the vendor’s stock. -

** There are Police Peons attending lll our stahons dunng trun tuno and it would
*“for them to detect anything of the kind compluned of P
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No. 2252 OrpEr 'rm:m:ov 13th l\ovember 18 l No. 2 86.).

L RAILWAY, No. 32. | Onm:m:p that theso papers be for-
. warded to the Government of India.

. (True.Extract) .
(Swned) J CARPE\FDALF Co!onel RE,

S Sccrelary {o Gorernment,

\No. 226. (Docn:'r l\o 2,866, dated 13th November 1871. ) -

Cory of the above forwarded to the Government of. Indxa, with reference to
their letter, dated Ist September 1871, No. 1,617-R.

- (True Extract,)

L

e,

Colonel, R.E,,

. Secrctary to Government.
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