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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
| ’ . 27th October 1871. - |

No. 442. 7 Read the follqwirig letters :-:-w o

From J. OUCHTERLONY, Esq., to the Secretary j to Government, Public Works
Department, Fort St. George, dated London, 25th August 1871,

I 54D the honour'to‘receiy'e your letter of the 9th March last, which the

Government was pleased to direct to be written in reply to my letter of the 25th .

January. ' \ A L '
2. The urgency of ihe subject will, ‘I trust, plead my excuse for again
_addressing Government regarding the traffic communication between Goodaloor.

and Areacode on the Beypore river. - 1

3. So long as permanent pridges to span the various streams which cross this
route remain uncompleted, the traffic is helplessly dependent on the femperary ones
that the local Engineers have to erect at the close of each south-west monsoon.

. 4. In my former letter I had the hqnqur to make a representation on the 7
injury that had accrued from the tardy, and, as it appeared to me, unnecessarily
procrastinate'd erection of these temporary bridges. To satisfy the Government
that I did not then,and do not now, write without reason for it, I beg to recapitu-

late the losses that I encountered almost 'directly from this cause. These have

been— . . .
(1.) 30 carts detained one month at the-stream at the rs.

foot of the Carcoor Glaut, three trips, cart hire... 1,200
(R Deterioration from rain during detertion ... oo 400
(3.) 800 carts coming to 1Y valley turned-away on -
hearing of the deteniion. ard we lost a whalz
" month in getting coffee away.  Interest alome L
: lost ... e G e e w7000
(4.) We were thus thrown out of oPportunities of ship- - .
ping (but it 18 difﬁcuh to estlmafce in money this S
“serious loss) e oo
(5.) But above 200 tons had in consequence to be sent
. to Madras for shipment, the monsoon having “
' closed the Western Coast extra carriage ... 6,000

 or Rupe;as 8,300 ..

of actual pecuﬁiary loss from the high road being impassable at a time .“’hef‘\ it

was perfectly practicable
* commercial inconvenience
anxiety about its eventual
the season of the south-wes
cation with the river from thp

_coffee corps should not be prepare . 1
April. I have now one-fourth of my whole erop unshxppe@ at the end of Jul y. -

shipment, which must ever be felt in the Western Coastas
t monsoon approaches. With an open and free communi-
beginning of the season there i3 no reason why Wynaad

5. 1 would beg to observe that 1 éiﬁ not seeking to assume that any uﬁdue o

delay will ‘take place in pgtting up the temporary bridges on (what I believe is
styled) the Carcoor road for the coming season; bgt having already suffered from
such, and the matter being one of such vital a,nd»britical importance, I venture to -
solicit the intervention of Government to ensure the ‘early and thorough opening

N . - - N v

to have made it the opposite, 1ndep¢ndéht of the grave =
of property being tied up so long, and amid all the * ”_[; :

v

d and shipped from the coast by the month of =




Proceedings of the Madras Govm-nb;ent, Public Works Departméa&
27th October 1811. :

of the whole line of communication. I may mention that I am at this moment
precluded from engaging freight to bring home my next scason’s coffee, because
.of the uncertainty that atlends its being got down to the coast in due time.

) 6. May I be permitted, in conclusion, to draw attention to the fact that our
rivals, coffee planters of Ceylon, have now for some years enjoyed the great advan-
tage of arail road into the heart of their planting district; and that there has
now been sanctioned, and indeed commenced, an extension of this which will
fap scveral remoter portions of their coffeo area. It will probably be long before
:ny part of the Wynaad district can hope to enjoy a similar advantage; but I

ope that the growing importance of tho coffse industry in Southern India may
plead for those high roads of communication, throug
can reach a market, being maintained in a stato :
to ensure this object, but to enable }
our peculiar season,

h which alone our produce
f such efficiency as ot only
ts accomplishment at the earliest period of

———

No. ; . '
0. 443,  From the Special Executive Engincer, Wynaad, to the Secretary to

Gorver t .
1871, ;*I:‘e:ﬁ :Iil_l.bhc \Vorks Department, dated Vythery, 9th October

1871 Wirn reference to Proceedings of Government, No. 50, dated 6th October
reil, I lfave the honour to reply that every stream on the part of the line of road
!N question which is under my charge is permanently bridged; those that Mr.
-Ouchterlony refers to are situated in the Calicut Range of the 7th Division. I
May mention that plans for bridging those rivers were reccived by the Local
Board of the Calicut Circle on the 18th ultimo, and were directed to be forwarded
for the approval of the Superintending Engincer of the 7th Division, provision

be.mg made for as much work as the Range Officer considered he could carry out
this season. : ,

' 2. I take this opportunity, however, of mentioning that, although the
Carcoor Ghaut line so far as it rung through Wynaad is ‘perfectly bridged, the
~ other two are not, I mean the Peria and Tambercherry Ghaut lines,and I bring it
to notice because the Local Fund Board found it impossible to supplement the
grants given from Provincial Funds, the money consequently available for expen-
diture this year has been cut down 33 per cent. lower than in 1870-71; on the
Tambercherry line a balance of barely Rupees 6,580 remains unexpended. I have
addressed the President of the Local Fund Board on the subject, and I hope that
Government will be able to supplement the grant to the extent at any rate of what .
I have asked for, though could three or four times the amount be spared, I could
easily and most profitably expend it.

3. I returnthe copy of Mr. Ouchtorlony’s letter to save trouble of re-copying.

a

. No. 444, ORDER THEREOY, 27th October 1871, No. 2,7 29.

Orperep that the foregoi.ng letters
be communicated to the Financial DeP%r t-
ment for consideration IR connection

- CIVIL WORKS, No. 33.

B with the revised Local Fund Budget of  the current year for the Calicut Circle, 1t
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" being very desirable that so importan

— , lic Works Department,
o dras Government, DPub
Proceedings of 1he MO o tober 1871

foot of the Carcoor Ghaut to the coast should be completed, inclusive of bridges,
oot o ~

and made ready for wheeled traffic at as early a date as possible.

ivisi i ted to
s ‘ i - cer of the 7th Division will be reques
2. Tho Superiabon o8 Engm‘?ml; crossing the road which are unspanned,

i dum of the strea
s;llbm.lt aﬂin e;?)f{?bl: cost of bridging those streams, and the amount proposed
showing the )

bv the Local Fund Board for expénditure in the current year.
y : (True Extract.) L

. ~ Captain, R.E,,
Ofig. Joint Secrelary to Government.

To the Financial Department.
To J. Ouchterlony, Esd:

, Major R. B. Kennedy. e Tyivgion.
To tiJe Superintending Engineets 7ih Divisio

Exd. S. T. Augustin. - -

I St Dims el amns he TS S

t a line of communication as that from the -
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