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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- 30th January 1871.

No. 525.  Read the following Endorsement of the Revenue Department, dated
4th January 1871 :—

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th November

1870, No. 6,689. . _
* Read the following letters :— .

From the Officiating Collector of the Kistna District, to the Acting Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated Masulipatam, 14th October 1870, No. 4,541.

Tae Department of Public Works in this district are, I find, in the habit of
leasing out the fisheries in the river and canals, and have, without communicating
their intention to me, 1 find lately, also taken upon themselves to lease out the
fisheries in various tanks. More than this, Ilately received an Arzi from the Bapatla
Tahsildar reporting that he had received an intimation from the Talook Overseer
to the effect that, according to instructions received, he was about to lease out the
right of fishing in the tanks and also in certain salt-water creeks in that Talook, and
inquiring whether there was any objection to the latter course. The Tahsildat
referred the matter to me, and I wrote at once to inquire from the Superintending
Engineer whether he had received any authority from Government in his Depart-
‘ment to lease Sut the fresh and sult-water fisheries of the district, as I was under
the impréssion that the question of leasing out the salt-water fisheries was still under
consideration, and I had been called on to report on the subject. To this inquiry
I have not yet been favoured with any reply. As it may lead to serious misunder-
standing and complications hereafter if both the Revenue and Public Works Depart-

-ments undertake the leasing out of the same fisheries, and this they are very likely

to do if there is no clear understanding on the ‘subject, I consider it best to desist
from further action in the matter till I receive definite instructions as to which
Department are authorized to deal with the fisheries.

2. It may be that some order of Government has been passed on the sub,
ject, though I think it is hardly likely that it would not have been communicatcd

_ on the Revenue side; but as to nearly all orders passed in the Public Works Depart-

ment of the Secretariat, I am in total ignorance. By Government Order, dated 28th
November 1864, Public Works Department, Superintending Engineers were request-
ed to furnish Collectors with copies of all orders relating to their districts, and
spare copies will, it was said, be supplied to them for that purpose; but Colonel
Moberly bas almost entirely discontinued the practice. - I seldom, if ever, receive
a copy of a Government Order in the Public Works Department, unless I happen to
hear of it and ask for a copy. I have written to ask Colonel Moberly to be so good
"as to send me a spare copy of each order relating to the district as was formerly
done, but I have received no answer to my request. I would submit that the
Collector ought to be informed of all orders relating to Public Works in his district. -

3. I may mention that, a short time ago, I received a complaint from the
Superintending Engineer that the Repalli Sub-Magistrate had fined 2 man Rurees
40 for fishing in a tank, ignoring that the party held a license for fishing issued by .
the Public Works Department, and that though he had written twice to the Repalli
Sub-Magistrate for an explanation no notice had been taken of his letters. I at
once wrote and directed the Repalli Sub-Magistrate to report to me the whole
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circumstances of the case, and to send the recmd inﬂ txphm his neglect in m,g an-
swering at once the %penntwdmg hlgmeﬂ 5 30“5"3* The’ Repalh Sub—Magutrat.
reports that no complint of the kind was ever ‘made !o him; ner did he ever fing
a party Rupees 40, or any other sum, for illieit ﬁshxng with hcensc Jissucd by the
Department of Public Works, and, that e’ never rccexmi ' amgle line from th
Superintending Engineer, or it would have m-med immediate attention. - This iy
not the only instanco in which the Snpcrmtendmg l‘.ugmoet has cﬂmp‘amed to me
of the conduct of the Sub- Hu«xstracv, When, npon iuqmry, I lmva lmularl y found
that he lias been totallv mxsmformed; b _

From the mme Ofn‘cer dated Mam)xxmtsm, 22nd Ociober 18"0, No. 4 690 i .
Ix continnation of my letter, dated J4th October 1870, Xo. 4, 311, mardmg tho Department
of Public Works having undertaken the !easmg out of the fiaheriés - of this district, I bave the
honour to report that I have just received & letter from tbc Snpetmtendmg Engmmr in which he
refers to s former letter of his, dated’ 2u0d Juze' 1870 Ko. ;9 whzch yas, receued dunng my
abscnce on leave, and which | never saw before. ~f Ty : ;.

2. The Acting Head Assistant Collectar lwi repor!ed that ﬁshmnen Wm mng large nets

near the under-sluices of the Bezwada tmrng and. t;hng qnmmm of ﬁm P““"PU fish full with

roe that were trying to ascend the river,'sud that on the Tahsildar uutwu g them, b
that they held licerses from the Publie Worh Departm»nt. ' q : ,“]" e, be found

3. Asfishing near an anicut hu becn prohnbxu:d by the reeent Ordcr of Govemmem 1
weote to the Superintending Engincer requesting him to Iavonr me vith a list of 21l Gsheries leased
out by bis Department, and the periods of the Jeases, and to mform we to which head the proceeds
were carried. I intimated at the same tme t}\at Ihari reeen'ed inslrucuons to make srrangements
for leasing out all fisheries; and that ﬁshmg 5mr anicats was to be’ probxbued and & close season
éll&llnt&med during breeding time. - It was in reply to ﬂns letter, dated 2nd March 1870, that
slonel Moberly replied, 2nd- J iy

o y rep id- n ‘me,jsio' t Z\Lo.‘ h the 4&"18 FSub-CﬂoHector in clurge

X T have the honour to observe that the ﬁe-henos lme l‘or some yem ‘been let after dne notice
y members of the Department of Pullie Woris in the canals from the anicut snd under that work

ghl;h your predece‘s‘snrs took no exception to) is in accordmce with the principle stated by your
ead Assistant, of “ preventing two Departments being concerned in the matter,™ the proceeds

Bave been paid fnto the Treasury credited to the DVPH\ ‘nenﬁ of Pnbhc Worh, a3 the fisherics hiave

only come into existence since we excavated the eanals’. ;..
ye e

uI : ¥
N t appears to me that if the Revenas form'tment Lot tbo ﬁ sbeue s in depen dently of s
ere will be frequent occa,smn for claabmg lnd of complunta bem d
masoury works, banks, ete - e e 8 made as to injury to tho

The Tabsillar' Stm“‘en‘ f"“’arded by tbe Hesd. Amstant dcsencs s pasemv remark.

‘1< :The under-sluices were shut as closely as we
-~ could shut them iu November ; the small amount

RO % ] Of water leaking :in ]
a‘.lvw.?fl any ﬁs!h ﬂxatm» over the apron whxch bas a very Con!ldex:%le mlJ anuary could scercey
at pres;:ﬁc,: 10:1 ulx :Z“!d pt:mt out that Dr Day's papers bave all been sent to me; that Iam

nstructing ﬁsh la«ﬂer in the Ktstna anicut; and that until I receive

due "authority to give up so mach of
wy char
e 1 8 part of the dotg Mlmd o chs y ;ga; ;i:;tg’ delta’ channelu a8 you require, I must

_ The fish taken wera co'mng up the river, 3 ?
(Signed)  J. A.C. BOSWELIg
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4, As]l
1ave informed the Board, the I’ubhc v orks D('paﬂmcnt bas sinee bcen takinz steps

to ha:e out the ﬁsbenes i) tmh a,lso To ﬁBhCI c8 0‘ 1
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Proceedings of the Madras Government Public Works Department,
30th January 1871, :

Txe Board resolve to submit these letters for the orders of Government. |

2. It appears that Colonel Moberly conceives he has the power to lease out
tank-fisheries, and that he exercises this power through Overseers without any
reforencs to the Collector. He secms also to have ant101pated the decfsion of
Government by demanding money for the fisheries of salt-water creeks. -

3. It may be desirable to glve the Superintending Engineer control over

_ fisheries in anicut channels, but even in this case the financial arrangemtnts should

be left to the Collector. His proceedings with regard to fisheries in tanks and salt-
water creeks are uupreéedented

4, Withregard to paragraph 4, the Board will simply refer to their Proceed-
ings of the 19th September 1870, No. 5,783. They fear that thero is little chance
of harmony between the Revenue and Public Works Departments whilst Colonel
Moberly is the Superintending Engineer in charve of the Kistna District.

Tiuusmxém) to the Public Works Department.

(Signed) W, HUDLESTON.
I Secretary to Government.

OxrpEr THEREOY, 30th January 1871, No. 263.

- CoMMUNICATED to the Superintend-
‘ ing Engineer of the 2nd Division, who
: will submit explanations seriatim on his
proceedings, as brought to notice by the Collector, in connection with the leasing
out the right of fishing in channels, tanks, and salt-water creeks. Colonel
Moberl) will state how far the course adopted by him has been warranted by prece-
dent in each case, and, for the purpose of reporting in a full and satisfactory man-
ner on what has been the previous practice of.the Public Works Department as

l ESPABLISHMENT, No. 5:;.

-

- regards the control of fisheries, he will call upon Mr. Boswell and confer with him
- personally in a courteous and friendly spirit.

2. Colonel. ‘\Ioberly will, with reference fo Procuedmvs No. 3,396, dated

98th November 1864, furnish the Collector with copies of all such orders relating

to Public Works as have not yet been supplied to that Officer, and he will report

having done so.
_ (True Extract.)

" Colonel, R.E,,

Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineer, 2nd Division.
Revenue Department.
Board of Revenue.

1 2

Exd. E. C. Shunker,
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