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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
10tk October 1371, ’ :
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No. 161.  Read the following letter from the Acting Consulting Engineer for

5 :“?f“‘ - S o L Railways, to the Secrctary to ‘(jovernlment, Public Works Department,’
R TREI ~ i dated Madras, 20th September 1871 No. 404 :—
L , Wirn reference to G. 0., No. 824, of the 10th March 1870, I have the honour

'to submit a letter,* with enclosure,

A A

I i "
S e L

hoS * No. 535, 12th September 1871,
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Do received from the Agent of the Madras -

— =

R

Railway reporting unfavourably on the result of the experiment of using cow-
catchers on the western section of the South-West Line.

2. Another description of cow-catcher is now being made by the Locomotive
Supetintendent, and the result of futvre experiments will be reported to the Govern-
ment. ‘ S ‘ o

x* ' .

pmpvp—r——

From the Acting Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Acting Consulting
Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 12th September 1871, No. 535.

Ix reply to your letter No. ‘444, of the 12th of July last, I have the honour to inform you
that the subject of ¢ cow-catchers’ was discussed in connection with your office letter No. 143,
of the 25th of March 1870, at the Meeting of the Stores Committee, which took place onthe 7th
munication from the then Acting Locomotive Superintendent was read

of June 1870, when a com
gection of the South-West

reporting the result of the experiment of using them on the western
Line. , o . »
2. 1 enclose a copy of that Report * for your information, and from it you will observe that
‘ the trial which was made was nof considered
* No, 139, 16th May 1870. : ‘
. Buccgssf ul.
erintendent informs* me that another desc§iption of cow-catcher is _
now being made at Perambore which will be
tried as soon as finished and the result reported .

8. The Locomotive Sup

# No. 288, 11th Beptember 1871, ;
i to Government.
ﬁi B ) ey .
: From the Acting Locomotive Superintendent, £ the Agent and Bfana%er oﬁ thej: Madras Iffulway
% Company, dated Perambore Works, 16th May 1870, No. 139.
: : . 2] Fl v o
3 RrerepriNGg o your endorsement on the Consulting Lingincer s letter, No. 143 of the 25th
é March last, I beg to inform you that our Fareman Armstrong at Coimbatore reports, with regard
? to an experimental cow-catcher fxed to Engine 3\‘0-‘ b?:, thgt this engine while working ‘the
{ 12-30 ». 3. train from Palghaut to Coimbatore, on the .f'th instant, stx:uek a calf at the 324th mile,
P and threw it across the left railin front of the lgadmg wheel, which pass(ed over and severed -
E the body. S o N »
¢ int i i d the occurrence
{ 9. Our Foreman, who was & passenger 3t the train, and who witnesse , expresses
'g his opinion that the efficiency of the cow-catcher depends. greatly on the speed of the train,
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d of 30 or 40 miles per hour is maintained to enable the cow-catcher to

and that unless a spee . . . . .
strike cattle with sufficient force to throw them clez}r off the rails, an accident is more likely to

oceur with the cow-catcher than wifthout it.. ) | N
t the cow-catcher cattle are generally struck by the] buffer plank
but that with the co. -catcher they are forced on the rail and held ‘
r, consequcn‘tly the ife-gzuard has no chance of c}garing the rail
rds.  Foremaw . Arrastrong mentions that another objection

t

o struck by i, the ballast is thrown over the machinery, -

e =

A

3. e states that wi_thou
and forced down between the rails,
between the life-guard and catche
unless the obstruction is forced outwa
to the cow-catcher is that when cattle ar
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Proceedings of the Jla(lras Government, Public IFm*Ls Departmeut
1017» Ocfober 1871,

O=rDER THEREON, IOth October 1871, Nb. 2,582, o ,
" Tue Government regret to learn
from these papers the ill-success of the °
’ v cow-catchers used on the Madras Rail- |
way, but they will await a report of the result of the trial proposed to be made by
“the Locomotive Superintendent ‘with CoOw- catchers of another description, The :
Government presume that the use of the cow-catcher which has been unfawourably
reportt,d on has been discontinued.

(True Extmct )
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: No. 162.

RAILWAY, No. 26.
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