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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
4th October 1871,

No. 38. Read the following Endorsement of the Acting Consulting Engineer
for Railways, dated Madras, 19th Septemer 1871, No. 400 :—

From the Acting Agent and Manager of the ‘Madras Railway Company, to the
Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 8th September
1871, No. 531,

Wit reference to Government Order No 2 294 of the 22nd September 1870,

I have the honour to forward herewith an extract, paragraph 27, from a letter*
received from my Chairman by the last

* No. 477, 4th August 1871. mail, by which I am informed that the

Board of Directors do not agree as to the expediency of altering the Neilgherry

branch line in the manner proposed in my letter No. 333 of the 3rd June, and

approved by G. 0., No. 1.860, dated the 15th July last, as they consider it of great
importance that the line should be carried to the foot of the Coonoor Ghaut. <«

2. Ihave the honour to request that you will be so good as to communicate to
His Excellency the Governor in Council the opinion which has been thus expressed,
in view to a reconsideration of the decision’ previously arrived at that the line
ought, for the present at least, to terminate at Mettapollium.

3. The alternative line was, as you are aware, proposed solely in consequence
of the Government of India having declined to sanction the crossing of the
Bhowany river, so rendering an alteration in the site of the Metapollium station
desirable; and you will remember that, in submitting the estimate for sanction, I
distinctly stated that it was ¢ only on the understanding that ho exfension beyond
¢ Metapollium is to be undertaken that I recommend the change.”

4. On receiving the instructions of the Board hereon, I requested the Acting
Chief Engineer to suspend operations on the alternative line until he hears further
from me, and it is therefore of the utmnost importance that I should be favoured
with a communication from the Government on this subject as early as possible.

g

Extract from a letter from the Chairman, Madras Reilway Company, dated London, the
4th August 1871, No. 477. -

ParacrarH 27.—The Board cannot agree as to the expediency of the proposed alteration
of the Neilgherry branch line, referred to in paragraph 11 of 952, as they consider it of great
jmportance that it should, .if possible, be carried te the foot of the Coonoor Ghaut. They wish you,
therefore, to bring their opinion on this point to the notice of the Government, with the view ta

their giving it their consideration. -, .

SusMITTED to the Government.

On the expression of opinion by the Government of India that, in view of
the light traffic to be expected, and the costly nature of the works in the Bhowany
Valley, the Neilgherry branch line should, for the present at least, stop short of the
Bhowany river, the Government enquir-

ed whether the direction of the latter

art of the line might not with advantage be modified, so as to place the terminus
nearer the village of Mettapollium. The Agent and Manager accordingly furnished
a survey of an alternative line, the adoption of which he recommended provided
that no extension of the line would be undertaken. -

G. 0., No. 2,294, dated 22nd September 1870.-




Proceedings of the Madras Government,

ub‘lic W oruy Lepartmene,
4th October 1871

The Government in their Order of th
of the alteration, as the prospect of any ext
tion of the advantages of a more convenie

e 15th July 1871, No. 1,800, approved

ension is very remote, and in considera-
nt terminus for present use,

first estimated.

Estimafed cost.

'fhe distance from Coimbatore to Kullqr is 28 miles RS

o 43 chains 23,79,042
Do. from do. to Mettapollium, 1st route, 25 mileg y
T 28 chaing T el 19,04,216
‘ Do. from do. to do., 2nd route, ag sanctioned, 25 mileg
14 chains '

Tt e 1875960
3. If there were any prospect of ¢

within a short time, the temporary terminyg would Probably, on accoy
ing facilitics, be built on the first route on the ]
* on the ridge of high ground. But, in ¢

ut of engineer-
ower level in the valley instead of u
he event of the line not working profitably,

. 4. Even supposing it to be assumed that the extension to Kullar will at some
future day be sanctioned, I am of opinion that the objection to the alteration of
the line first adopted cannot be maintained by the Railway Company, until it i
shown by them that it i not possible to keep the Mettapollium station on the gite

approved by the Government, If the station be built there near the village and the
‘ road, and ‘hereafter the extension were

of Directors prefer, there would then be
ings aud of the earth and masonry work on 2 miles 14 chains,

station at Mettapollium would, T think, be re
- n1l point of the line, for Kullar has the reputation of
Drivers, Guards, and other officials,

there, and accommodation would necessarily have to be provid

(Signed) H. L. PRENDERGAST, y

ajor, R.E,,
deting Conaulting Engi

reer for Railicays,

[4

P leﬂt,
J »

Orpez THEREOX, 4th October 1871, No. 2,516.

As it is very improbable that the
Railway will be carried beyond the
Bhowany river within any reasonable

iod, the Government see no reason to depart from. the principle approvedbof
peml)l ’ Government of India in their letter printed with G. O., ?Qnd SeI’Jtem er
> tO e\To 2,204, and they decline to alter the arrangement t? which sanction was
o ,de.in ,G“' O’ 15th July 1871, No. 1,860, and which re.ce.lved the conﬁrmatlc.:n
a(f:ct(l)ll;3 ;Iicrht Iion:)urable the Governor-General in Council in letter recorded in
2} 0., N:. 2,168, dated 23rd August 1871,

(True Extr;".ct.)

(Signed) R. F.OAKES, Captain, R.E.,
0fg. Joint Secretary to Government.

No. 39.

RAILWAY, No. 5.

To the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Exd. 5. T. Avgustia.
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