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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
3rd October 1871.

’

No._ 1§. Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of
India, Public Works Department, (Account—Telegraph), o the Secretary
to the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, dated Simla,
18th September 1871, No. 97 AT :—

Ix continuation of Public Works Department letter No. 76A—T., dated Tth
August 1871, I am directed to state, that of the probable unexpended balance of
Rupees 50,000 for the Telegraph Office at Madras, the Governor-General in Couneil
has been pleased to transfer Rupees 27,000 for expenditure on telegraph works in
Bombay., and to appropriate the balance, Rupees 23,000, to the followin g purposes :—

RS,
I. Telegraph Office at Negapatam ... ... ... ... 11,000
11, Do.  Bellary ... . ..’ o L 11,000
III. Supplementary grant for purchase of land for
Telegraph Office at Cocanada“ se e e 1,000

Total... 23,000

Extract paragraphs L to IIL. of a letter from the Director-General of Telegraphs,
'expla'nat ory of the necessity for thesc works, is herewith forwarded for information ;
the necessary orders should be issued by the Government of Madras for the con-
struction of these works on properly approved plans and estimates during the current

official year. . C -

2. By the reduction of Rupees 27,000 herein madein the Madras grant for
Public Works for 1871-72, that grant will now stand as follows :—

’ RS.
Ordinary S 30,13,000 .
Extraordinary Irrigation ... ... ... .. .. .. 17,95000

ety

_ Total... 48,08,000
of which Rupees 52,300 will be for expenditure in T'/ngland on stores for the Public

Works Department. s

Extract from a letter from the Director-General of Telegraphs in India, to the Government of India
Public Works Department, No. 141, dated 14th August 1871, ’

(1) Lsthe sehe@ule of proposed works submitted with my No. 36 of the 17t1; March last
i a sum of Rupees 7,500 was included for a building at Negapatam, since that date I have receive:i
further communications from the Superi‘ntendent on the subject, and the importance of the work
has increased by the possibility of the Great Southern Railway extension starting from Trichino-
poly instead .of from Caroor, in which case Negapatam would become a very important station.
Tn any case an office must be retained there, and it is cheaper to build than to rent. The present
landlord, might, and probably would, raise the rent to the most exorbitant sum, and we should
have no alternative but to pay it, as there isno other housetobehad, I understand that the local
trade, and, consequently the value of property, are increasing, and the Government

. would alwava
be able to dispose of the house advantageously should occasion arige, q

‘. The amount originally estimated was Rupees 15,170, but I consider this excessive ; and while
of opinion that Rupees 7,500, the amount entered in the schedule, istoo low, I think that for
Rupees 11,000, the amount now asked for, a serviceable and suitable building may be built. Im ay
mention that I endeavoured without eﬂ'e{c@ to obtaia accommodation on the railway premises,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
3rd October 1871.

(IL) Ofice at Bellary.—This office will, when the new lines along the railway are connected

with it, become the most important one between Madras and Bombay, as it will be the only junction
station between those places,

I have lately had several communications from the Superintendent respecting the insecure
state of the present building, which is very old, and has always been in a bad state of repair.

It appears from the local officer’s report that other accommodation is not to be had ; and the
landlord demands either a lease for five years, or an increase of rent from Rupees 50 to 70 if
required to repair the house thoroughly ; under the circumstances I think it preferable to build, and

believe that for the amount now asked for a sufficiently commodious house can be provided.

(IIT.) When the schedule of works was submitted it wasnot known that a portion of the

site required for Cocanada Telegraph Office was private property, and had to be purchased. It is
proposed now to provide for this.

i

No. 19. OrpEr THEREON, 3rd October 1871, No. 2,505.

dermen-
CoOMMUNICATED to the un
TELEGRAPH, to- 1. tioned Officers in continuation of G. O,
No. 2,194, dated 28th Auwust 1871 :(—

Superintending Engineers of the 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 6th Divisions. :
Superintendent of Telegraphs, Madras Division.
Controller of Public Works Accounts.

2. The Superintendent of Telegraphs will be. requested o report what
extent of accommodation will require to be prOVlded for the proposed Telegraph
Offices at Negapatam and Bellary, the number of rooms and the size of each, On
receipt of this information, which will be commumcated in due course, the
Superintending Engineers W111 lose no time in preparing the necessary plans and
estimates, being guided also by the amounts allotted for each office. The sub-
mission of the plans and estimates should be expedited with a view to the grants
made by thé Government of India being fully utilized. .

(True Extract.)
) (Signed) R. F. OAKES, Captain, R.E,
Of . Joint Secretary to Goverument.

To the Superintending Engineers, st and 3rd Divisions,
with copy of G.O., No. 2,194, dated 28th August 1841
,» Superintending Engineers, 4th and 6th D1v1s10ns
»»  Superintendent of Telegraphs, Madras Division.
» Controller of Public Works Accounts, .
»»  Public Department.

Ezd, 8. T. Augustin.
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