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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
2nd October 1871.

Nd. 14. . Read the following letter from the S[;ecial Executive Engineer,
Wynaad, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Vythery, 15th July 1871, No. 359 :—

AT suggestion of the dontroller of Public Works Accounts, I have the honour
to request decision on the following case.

9. In my annual indent for Tools, Plant, and Stores submitted through the
General Superintendent of Public Works Stores, I included a 4-horse power
gteam engine much wanted for general purposes in this district, and this I did
on the understanding that, as hitherto, articles so indented for would be supplied
gratis, and the cost of their carriage be met from the annual grant of Imperial
Funds ; subsequent arrangements in connection with allotments of funds have
quite upset all such calculations, and I now find myself in considerable difficulty.

3. The steam engine was duly supplied ; and I am now called upon to defray

" the cost of its carriage, which from Madras to Beypore amounts to Rupees124 ; how

much more it will cost to get it up here I am as yet unable to say, as in the heavy
condition of the roads during the monsoon I have not ventured to attempt its
removal further.

4. Now the engine is not required for any one particular purpose, but to be
ased either for Imperial, Provincial or Local Funds, as exigencies may require ;
and what I wish to know is, whether the cost of carriage should be distributeci
petween those heads or not.

" 5. There is a sum for all Wynaad from Imperial Funds on account of carriage
of tools of Rupees 100, but no grant on account of Provincial works, and nothing
gpecific has as yet been allotted from the lump sum given to Malabar for Local
Funds, so that in reality I have but Rupees 100 to meet the call, and then I shall
have nothing left for any other expenditure necessitated for similar purposes. Had
I been aware of the probability of the arrangements since made, I could, of course
have taken care to avoid the difficulty, but everything has come -on a; suddenl ;
and without opportunity for being prepared.

6. Then again astill further, and to me more puzzling, question arisns: when
machinery or plant is obtained for general purposes, although it may be f;asible
to divide the cost of carriage between different heads of expenditure, I do not see
how that course can be followed with the articles themselves, but if not, supposin
that an expensive piece of machinery is obtained either gratis for Imperial purposesg,

* or paid for out of Provincial or Local Funds, in the event of its services being

wanted for any but the description of works for which it was obtained, an equitable
claim for repayment would seem to arise on the part of the fund on which the
cost fell, from that which would otherwise benefit without any such outlay

7. In the present case the General Superintendent of Public Works Stores
calls on me to know if I am prepared to pay the price of the steam engine, This
of course, is absolutely impossible, and if the worst comes to the wo:st a.ll I cax;
suggest is that the engine should return from whence it came.

8. Ibeg permission to point out how utterly impossible it will, in future be;
to avail oneself of the advantages of mechanical appliances, if instead of, the
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