A Bl R
PN ¢ .

» | B

¢ .

¥ L
% . ! . .

?
- i
' K v.
. . .
I ’ !

g

M.R.0 1--77,005~3-6-37.

(1) Number of pages

(2) Date of repair

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

Go'vemment of Madras.

' P&M{c O e N DEPART&&ENT; |

G.0. No. ’70,7&74—.'
STt ST6 -

Dated Z ? . 7 -"‘ ""'::‘

" Not 1o b’e folded or roughly h'ahd'lgd' o



T i e AR
0 . -

A TR e - T T T e L A T
' U M ] TR "

A . Lo A v DR " -

’4- P RLEE s Y Tl - [ - + -

.~ s -

et P sk e it

L

!

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
29¢h September 1871.

Sy Read the following papers :i—

) 514, - Memorandum from the Officiating Secretary to the Government of
India, Military Department, (Account—General,) to the Secretary to the
Government of Madras, Public Works Department, dated Fort William,
12th June 1871, No. 02 A—G. '

IN compliance with the request made in Colonel Carpendale’s letter, No, 26,

dated 5th instant, the undersigned has

ablic Works Department No. 426 A—G., dated the honour to forward copies of the
21st September 1870. : ted in tl 3 h
‘espatch to Secretary of State, No, 164, dated Papers, noted in the margin, on the
13th December 1869, and enclosure. subject of the assimilation of the

' Public Works system of Account

throughout India.

-~ (Signed) B. E. BACON, Colonel,
- Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of India, Mily. Dept.,
In charge of the P. W. Dept., at the Presidency. .

R

From the Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department,
( Account—General, ) to the Secretary to the Government of Madras Public
Works Department, dated Simla, 21st September 1870, No. 426 A—G.

T ax directed to forward herewith, in compliance with the request of the
Government of Madras, conveyed in your letter No. 1,973, dated 18th August last,
copy of despatch, No. 164, dated 13th December 1869, from the Government of
India to the Secretary of State, on the subject of the assimilation of the Public

Works systema of Account throughout India.
2. At the same time I am to explain, with reference to your second paragraph,
that the evils alluded to in connection with the old arrangement lay chiefly in
: laxity of financial knowledge and control as to expenditure in progress, and that
> inow the requirements of the Financial Department render it more essential than
ever that the strictest watch shall be maintained over the progress of the expendi-
 ture of the Department throughout the country. To this end it is necessary that
. the Accountant-General, in this Department, shall have the same control over the
‘ Public Works Accounts Establishment of Madras as he exercises in regard to all
: other similar establishments under the Government of India.
3. Under the above circumstances, I am particularly to request that no delay
. . may be permitted to occur in carryin
: *V i\?:. g’lz)%bl:f_zgrkgaﬁapﬁt‘fﬁeﬁl;{i’g‘?ﬁl°n’ out the arrangements already ordefedtE
;. ' » under the authority of the Secretary of
. State for placing the officers of the Accounts Branches of the Public Works and
. Railway Departments of Madras under the direct orders of the Government of
. India. The necessity for this measure, Iam to add, becomes daily more apparent.

Despatch from the Government of India, Public Works Department, (Account—General,) to the
Secretary of State for India, dated Fort William, 13th December 1869, No. 164, P, W,

: The Government of Madras having forwarded to us a copy of their despatch No. 35, of the 8th
October last, to your Grace, regarding certain measures proposed by the Government of India for
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
29¢th September 1871.

ngs of the Government of India in the Public Works Department, (Account,) dated Simla,
26th July 1869, No. 599-601 A.

Further assimilation of system of Public Works Account throughout India.

ResoLuTioN oF TEE GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF Ixpia v CounciL

Resp again—

-

Report of Public Works Account Commissioners of 1864. N )
Public Works Department letter Nos. 155-56 A., dated 17th June 18065, to Governments

3 of Madras and Bombay. ) _ .
~ Public Works Department letter Nos. 306-7 of 10th April 1865, to the same.

Public Works Department letter Nos. 396-7 of Gth May 18G5, to the same.

Tuxr Governor-General in Council observes that at the time when the present system ?f
sccount was first established, in 1865, the provisions of the Public Works Code were made appli-
~able in their entirety only to the Provinces under the immediate orders of the Government of

India. As rerards the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, only such changes were enforced as were
- f the principles of account which had been

absolutely necessary for embodying the most essential o .
l‘ecommeided by tl):e Account Commission of 1864, and to ensure that the primary accounts of

disbursers should be kept in such a form as to admit of their being worked up in a uniform manner
that the accounts of Public Works expenditure in Madras and Bombay

in the Central Office, so .. i
might be included, without any subscquent manipulation in the general account of the empire.
¢l

2. The weneral effect indicated by these conditions was that, while considerable latitude was
forded as re:ards the accounts of disbursing officers in Madras and Bombay, the instructions given
nvolved tba: the business of Controllers’ Offices in those Presidencics should be conducted very

loscly after the manner obtaining elsewhere. . ) .
3. In permitting this deviation from the general system establigshed in 1865, the Government

">f India were not insensible of the importance and value of unifon.nity il.l ac?ount, while it appeared
nanifestly desirable that the benefit to be derived from the mvestlga'tmns m'nd labour of the
Jommissioners appointed by the Secretary of State, and the-oiﬁcers. assocmte'd with them, should
0 extended to the whole country. DBut at the time of this enquiry the dxﬂ‘ef'ence' between the
wethod pursued in the Public Works Accounts in the Madras anc} Bombay Presidencies, and that

+ foree elsewhere was very considerable, and the complete adoption at once of the new systom of

tount would have involved radical changes which might h.ave been attex}de(i. with difficulty.
;."ther, the new system was to a certain ext?nt tentative, and its general ap?hcatlo:il couldd x;ot:, be
ommended with perfect confidence until it had l-)orn.e the test of practice, and any deficien-
: s had been remedied by experience gained in working 1t.
) 4. The result, therefore, of the orders issueig by thetﬁzv:::::e;tagf tﬁi
. . § ) ly working on
;:; ?sh:t?lItl;ecgr‘::i::rlalgfiflei3ei:';ee11gceenfe':§rlnythe newcﬂystem in the original accounts of disbursing

d executive officers at Madras and Bombay. )
5. The matter having lately come again under the review of the Government of India, the
. o

er to record his opinion that there is no sufficient

overnor-General in Council considers it prop . : ; .
ason und:?}:l ;)I:"esent state of things, why the same uniformity should no.t.be arrived at in the
‘ovineial accounts throughout India that is maintained in the civil and m'xhtary z.wcounts:
*3 contrary, the compar;tive difficulty and complexity of the former render it especially desirable
t]

‘3%, 80 far as possible, absolute precision and unifor shou .
em. Thero iI; certainly nothing in the geographical divisions between different parts of the

ountry which should render assimilation inappropriate, while a change which mig'ht have been
diiﬁcl}lt, if not impracticable, four years ago is not likely to be so at th'e prese'nt time, .when the
accounts have been simplified, arrears have been worked off, and punctuality attained. IIis Excel-
lency in Council accor'dingly resolves that the guestion be now .pub to tha Governments-of MEadras
and Bombay whether there be any objection to tle introduction of the complete u.mformxty of
Fystem desired, and which would be obtained simply by those Governments adopting Chapters

ia in 1865 has been
ugbout the country,

mity should be adhered to in dealing with
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.ngs of the Madras Gobernment, Public Works Department,
29th September 1871.

8. The officers now serving as Controllers and’Deputy Controllers at Madras and Bombay
will now be brought on to the general list of the Public Works Account Department of the Govern-
ment of India if they wish to join it ; the Governments of Madras and Bombay should be requested
to reply on this point. It should be added that the Government of India hopes that the depart-
ment may continue to draw a full sharé of recruits from those Presidencies, and any arrangements
thought conducive to this object, or otherwise to be desirable under the modified system which may
be suggested by the Governments of Madras or Bombay, will receive the careful attention of the
Government of India.

9. As a necessary sequel to the above orders, the Governor-General in Council further
decides that the Examiners of Railway Accounts throughout India should now be brought on to
the general list of the Government of India, Public Works Account Branch, and requests that an
enquiry similar to that noted above may be made as regards the officers who are serving in this
capacity at Madras and Bombay.

———— 4

OrpER.~—Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing Resolution be forwarded to
the Governmeunts of Madras and Bombay for information and guidance, and to the
Financial Department for information.

(By Order of His Excellency the Governor-General of India in Council,)

) Colonel, R.E.,
0fg. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

No. 515. OrpER THEREOX, 29th September 1871, No. 2,493.
OzrpERED that the following letter be
sent :—
(Here enter No. 2,494, dated 29th September 1871.)
(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R.L.,
‘Secretary to Government,

ACCOUNT, No. 50.

Frxd, 8. T, Augustin, ' :

G, o
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No.S92/4 A.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

ACCOUNT.

SraLA, 26TH Jury 1869.

Further assimilation of system of Public Works Account throughout India.

RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA IN COUNCIL.

REap again—
Report of Public Works Account Commissioners of 1864.
Public Works Department Jetter Nos. 155-56 A., dated 17th June 1865, to Governments

of Madras and Bombay.
Public Works Department letter Nos. 306-7 of 10th April 1865, to the same.

Public Works Departmentlether Nos. 306-7 of 6th May 1865, to the same.

—_

Tue Governor General in Council observes that at the time when
the present system of account was first established, in 1865, the provi-
sions of the Public Works Code were made applicable in their entirety
only to the Provinces under th :
As regards the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, only such changes were
enforced as were absolutely necessary for embodying the most essential of
the principles of account which had been recommended by the Account Com-
mission of 1864, and to ensuré that the primary accounts of disbursers

Shguld be kept in such a form as to admit of their being worked up in a
n the Central Office, O that the accounts of Public Works

uniform manner 1 . .
expenditure in Madras and Bombay might be included, without any subse-

quent manipulation in the general account of the empire.

2. The general effect dicated by these conditions was that, while con-
he accounts of disbursing officers

siderable latitude was afforded as regards the ac
in Madras and Bombay, the instructions given involved that the business of .

Controllers’ Offices in those Presidencies should be conducted very closely after

the manner obtaining elsewhere. :

3. In permitting this Jeviation from the general system established in
1865, the Government of India wWerc not inscnsible of the importance and
value of uniformity in accoun, while it appeared manifestly desirable that
the benefit to be derived from the investigations and labor of the Commis-
sioners appointed by the Secretary of State, and the officers associated with
them, should be extended to the whole country. DBut ab the time of this
enquiry the difference between the method pursued in the Public Works
accounts in the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, and that in force elsewhere

was very considerable, and the complete adoption at once of the new system of

account would have involved radical changes which might have been attended

with difficulty. Further the new system was to a certain extent tentative,
and its general application could not be recommended with perfect confidence

¢ immediate orders of the Government of India. -~ - — - -
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NT OF INDIA.
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General.
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Secretary of State for’ India.

Forr Wirriam, Decenser 13, 1869.
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; added
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to be derived from the recommendations of the
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experience gained since that time
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ishment 13 different, When
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i tions hence-
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e - e e
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Departmenf; as is held by the like Officers

jally felt in carr)
of the needful control is likly to b-eweiSpecm )
Plan, now determined upon, for re;le month.
diture in all departments mOnthh yo rders we h
Majesty’s Government will ulphohldbthzve arisen un
: ing the evils tha
15sue for remedying , We have the honour to e,
My Lorp Duxke, :
ost obedient and humble Servants,
mos .

MAYO.

. R. MANSFIELD.
* & N. TAYLOR.

H. M. DURAND.

JOHN STRACHEY.'

R. TEMPLE.
Jor Sl
/

der the existing system.

b
Your Graces

Document accompany m{ g tion No. 509—
Public Works Department Resolu :
P I b6 Toquested
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ey e fay should be requesie
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to reply ‘on this point. y continle

ive to this
conducive
L thought BOM el may be
ot ma vements which
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ng unauthori e reports 0 themselves 0 the Accountant Genera
ized expenditure enjoine in that chapter.
i ection with this matter-
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While One oth
e the offic eef change appears necessary 10 con
rs of the Public orks Accoult
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( ¢)
India Public Works Account Branch,

and requests that g enquiry similar
to that no.tcd above may be made as regards the officers who are serving 1
this capacity at Madras and Bombay.

\‘\
g ORDER.—Ol‘deer, that a co
to the Governments of Madras

Py of the forcgoing
and to the Financial Department

and _Bombay fo
for information,

By Order of ITis ExceHency the Governor

Resolution be forwarded
r information and guidance,

General of Indis in Counclil,

Colonel, R.L.,
7. Secy. to the Gogt, of India.
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