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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
25th September 1871.

No. 422.  Read the following letter from the Superintending Engineer, 8th
Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madura, 30th August 1871, No. 1,972 :— ~ .

I HAVE the honour to report that I have dismissed Overseer Balakistna

Moodelliar, late in charge of the Meylore
' Talook, for proved incompetency. I
have recently inspected several of the works carried out under his superintendence,
and I have no hesitation in stating that they are wretchedly and fraudulently
executed, not merely with bad materials, but with materials of the most inferior

kind being made to pass for articles of a costly nature, such, for instance, as mud
for chunam, etc., etc., etc.; in fact, a style of work which is a scandal to this

One copy of Mr. O'Ratigan’s letter.

department. ot !
should not be retained any longer in the situation of Overseer, for which he is

utterly unfit both mentally and physically.
' 9. When a reference was made to Assistant Engineer Mr. O’Ratigan in

1866 regarding Balakistna Moodelliar’s qualifications, Mr. O’Ratigan reported very
unfavourably of him, as will be seen from the accompanying copy of that gentle-

man'’s letter, dated the 31st January 1866, No. 381. .

3. Subsequently, however, when there was a grea:t dearth of qualified men as
Overseers, as Balakistna Moodelliar’s name appeared i the list of dismissed Sub-
Overseers eligible for employment, published in the For: A.S’t. George Gazette of
the 2nd October 1863, page 627, he was appointed by Captain Prendergast, when
in charge of this division, to.act as Talook Overseer, and subsequently, on the

recommendation of Mr, Colquhoun, he was confirmed by the same officer in that

appointment,
4. A gratuity of Rupees 75 was granted to Balakistna Moodelliar for past
services when thrown out of employ-
Vide G. 0., 14th November 1863, No. 346 014 in 1863 on the re-organization of

the Public’ Works Department, and the amount has not been refunded by him

" subsequent to his entertainment in 1866

5. 'Balakistna Moodelliar was transfgrred from the M.eylore Talook, Madura
Range, to Periacolum Talook, Dindigul Range, as f‘eported in my letter of the 17th
June 1871, No. 879, printed in G. 0. of the 28th idem, No. 1,731 ; but he h.as not
yet joined the latter talook, although he has mnot performed any duty in the
Meyldre Talook since the 10th July 1871. He mu:a:t thereff)re be considered as
being absent without leave from the 11th idem inclusive up tcr date. I should also
mention that several complaints have recently been made against .the Moodelly for
receiving bribes and for general corruption; although the evidence has been
insufficient to bring these charges home to him, he cannot be said to have cleared

his character in respect to the charges in question.

6. As the Madura Talook has been without an Overseer for the past threo
months, principally occasioned by the delay incurred by the above-mentioned
Balakistna Moodelly, and as the services of an experienced passed candidate are not
available for the purpose, I have .ventured to nominate an unpassed candidate,
P. Peroomal Naidoo, Clerk and Ezaminer in'my Office, to act as Talook Overseer,

{

I am perfectly satisfied that, in the interests of Government,-he -
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and I have posted him to the Madura Talook as a temporary arrancement. in
anticipation of the sanction of Government, and in the earnest hop: that ;l' :
arrangement will meet with their approval. - 13

b

7. I consider that P. Peroomal Naidoo is qualified for the post: h d
stands surveying and levelling, a little drawing and the principles of" }ft‘.‘ﬂ er- J
making ; and he has a good knowledge of accounts, and I consider that Fustimate- (
time he will make a very good executive, as he is In a short

e . g practically acquaint 3 | . ) A R '
_ district, having accompanied the Superintending Engineer on ci%cu;: j'gr“;;th ]”KZ ' | f / / /M./ZM WU&Z Jé/VL{/ %{MW%
1€ las . . 5 / / g

L

six years. Imay mention that his general abilities are such as
. . . . to atfo d o ' .

that he is likely to rise in the department, should he be Permanenéy aaauarzantec : ({) @ﬁz« L. / /
as I v?oul.d rec?xpmend, to the executive branch of the service, He is'il:);n-t eld - ' ' A “ e p A
superior 1n attainments to several of the permanent Overseers of thig divisi:naln Yo /V}) o 4

8._. Although fully appreciating the advantages of a passed Overseg‘»r hi | . ’ ?<
s?t:im?' that, .ul:less that Overseer has a certain amount of experience in the mat,ter ' f ] : /4
of dealing with men, he will have no chance in this division - and t ; Vv ﬁ * %/ 3

. 0 appo - (27 A SetE —

fore to the charge of a talook, either in this district or Tin’nevelly, ppoint there / / ? T ’ /b4

8 young man

fresh from the Engineering College is almost safe to lead to di : | é / ///ZVM/ %’” / :

priverne voeg isappointment to | ‘ o Mwney” 0 Antry, , ;

Government and to be disastrous to the future carcer of the Soup;‘E:M ‘hi;selt;) | d 1 W / Wl/ (s M/ .

I have .addrfzssed the Principal of the Engineering College, on the 19th insmnt' ' = / / A S %"’ /

requesting him to recommend me an experienced Ov L (L / /' /ﬂ N avd / T, %
r/

erscer ; but as I have not yet ; ‘
S /@é//%)ﬁfm\/ u%f/;&/ﬁy/’ A i/ %/ \,

been favoured with a reply, I imagine that the demand must be greater than the

suppl'_?r. ’,i
No. 423. ORDER THEREON, _2:3th September 1871, \No 2,446. / % /M /ﬁﬂ///ﬂ //WJ’M ' | g
TR o 1|, T8 sl of e Bt % S e el ot/ oo
" favourable testimony borne to ;he qualiﬁcatifr.xs f)? 1")‘.)“;3:;:2;’? gz;i;};i, Y;I?; ﬁ (/W//an// 3 /%/ZW Wﬁy WW

Excellency the Governor in Council 1s pleased to authorize his appointment as a
Talook Overseer on probation for one year. )
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(True Extract.)
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Under-Secretary to Government.

[l F. LR Dactleman.
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