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Froceedings of the Madrds Government, Public Works Department,
25th September 1871,

Read the following papers :— £

. 1,
No. 414. Endorsement of the Under Secretary to Government in charge of
Office of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, dated Fort St. George, 11th

August 1871, No. 63. '

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Irrigation and Canal Company, to the
Acting Chief Engineer for Irrigation and Under Secretary to Government,
dated Madras, 4th August 1871, No. 340.

TaE Order of Government No. 1,975, of the 27th July, having been communi-
‘cated to me, I have the honour to request that you will do me the favour to submit
to the Right Honourable the Governor in Council the following representations :—

2. It is said that the Government cannot acquiesce in the propriety of the
‘¢ Company’s proceedings in deferring, or, more cdrrectly speaking, dispensing with
¢ that test which the Government in the strongest terms prescribed the necessity
¢¢ for, and which has been dispensed with on the pretext that it would alarm the
¢ ryots and injuriously affect the prospects of irrigation.”

3. I beg most respectfully to assure His Excellency in Council that, on behalf
of the Company, I have taken no proceedings whatever ; in other words, the Com-
pany has taken no proceedings whatever.

4. Tt will, I imagine, be conceded that a work cannot be tried, or tested, until
it is executed ; and the Company was required by the supplementary contract to
execute the Kurnool-Cuddapah Canal by the 1s¢ July 1871,

5. DBefore that day Captain Scott, by order of Government, inspected the works
and reported that, even in the middle of June, ¢ the canal and its appurtenances
¢ might be considered to be completed in reference to the sanctioned plans.” '

6. Asexplained in another communication, I never did, nor do I now, believe
it to be my duty on behalf of the Com-
pany to take the initiative in any
proceedings for offering to Government proofs of the completion of the canal. I
think you will find that it has always bcen customary upon the passing of any
order by-the Government which required the Agent to take any action or to afford
information, it has, I think, been the invariable custom for the Consulting Engineer
to communicate to me by leffer the directions or queries of the Government, and
although I have in some cases anticipated such communication, yet I have never
been expected to act until so advised. As an illustration permit me to refer to
your No. 107 of the 1st instant.

7. The test ¢ which the Government prescribed the necessity for” is a process
of a purely professional character, and one which, I imagine, demands a certain
amount of care and professional skill to carry out, and I submit that I was fully
justified by the nature of the case in assuming that the Government would intimate
to me the #/me when the prescribed test should be applied, and in assuming also
that they would make arrangements for being represented by some officers who
would, on their behalf, watch the process.

8. 1 have never, on behalf of the Company, been called upon to direct the
application of the test “ which the Government prescribed the necessity for,” and
I trust that His Excellency in Council will perceive that the Company is guiltless

No. 321 of 22nd July.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmeni
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of havmﬁ lli)novvmgly or willingly taken any proceedings at variance with the views
CXPITGSS:.; y vaernment, much less has it been the intention of the Comnany to
scek a “ prelext for evading any of its liabilities. I have read th ’ d 7

which took place between Captain Scott and Mr. L e correspondence

, . atham, and I i
etter written by ¢l . h can detect in the
1 y the latter notking but an honest, straight-forward and lona fide

desire that the ryots (although the :
g Yy are the special charge of th
the Company,) should run no risk of damage, and a Pergfec ¢ re:d?o‘ternment, not
canal thenP:ver, upon a due consideration of the attendant circu De:s to test o
the various interests at stake, the Government should see fit to di"::]: :ﬁl ces and. of
e operation.

9. His Excellency .in Council will, T trust, concede to me that th i
to speak more correctly, inaction,) of the Company having been misun(; aCttxog (01;]j
erstood an

called in question, it is my duty, without delay
Y» to offer . X
1 hope, place the matter in its true light, , uch explanations as will,

10. Bu.t there is another point in which I respectfully submit ¢},
have been misled. It is stated in the same paragraph 5, that becan e‘(‘}overnment
¢ of Rupees 43,974 is so insignificant,” therefore ¢ they se  the amount
¢ propriety of the Company’s proccedings in deferring
¢ ment prescribed the necessity for.”

cannot acquiesce in the
that test which the Govern-

11. It will, I presume, be admitted that, if the premise is shown t
ous, the sequence of necessity falls to the ground. But, in arriﬁngo be errone-
which forms the basis f)f this syllogism, a serious error has been fallt’etfl t' the sum
water-rate fixed by the Government is Rupees 6, not Rupecs 4, nop 1}’nt0: the
The amount therefore instead of being only Rupees 43,974 shéuld b;u:l[){oes 2.
70,630, taking the estimates of the Revenue Officer of the Government ag shov:vlge.es
puragraph 9 of Captain Scott’s report. 1n

B

12. It does not come within my province to offer any remarks upon the
I)rofcssz'onal points upon which objections are raised, but there arc one or two ohser-
vations, in reference to the state of the works reported on, upon which , without
trenching upon professional ground, I fecl it my duty to comment.

13. In paragraph 2 it is said that— ‘

(L) “ The earthern banks have not been satisfactorily formed ;

2) “ That there is a general absence of consolidation ; and,

(3.) “ That their satisfactory appearance from neat trimming is delusive,

(4.) ¢ That in other pox\'tions the banks are formed of bad soil,

5.) “ And being loosely throwo up and at random are

(6.) ¢« Further deficientin the protection that a covering of grass would
« gfford.”

14, With regard to (2) consolidation, I submit that banks contracted to e
qished by the 1st July could .hardly be .expected to be consolidated early in June
lidation being only attainable by time. But the nearest approach to ins’cani
conso ) consolidation is obtained by (3) ¢rinuning which, I infer from the lanegare
aneoss OO ot i paragrph 2 of i eprt, woul tend o g
:steuitte};ing by rain” to whiclf (5) banks}oose.ly thrown up are liable. Dyt whih;
the lattcr are condemned without quaiification, the former are condemned as

. 2
« delusive-

.M‘

was that nature had refused _'gddd soil on the spot, 'and that th
by Government did not admit of the costly alternative of sending to a dis
that which would have been beftte:r. (6.)—The absence of grass, I imagin
sccounted for in & somewhat s1.n111ar manner. I know that the encoura
vegetation on the canal banks is a subject that has al'ways been kept in view; but
it will be remembered that climate ar.1d the v101ss1tud?s- of the seasons have tq
be contended with, and when the pecull_alrly. severe com?mons of the supplemental
contract are considered, and the extraordinarily short.peno(.i allowed to the Company

complete a gigantic work, it is obvious that but little time could have been left
tf(())r ihe Engineer’s to devote to this secondary work.

vento! ict i e, i rif can surc
read in its striet literal sense, 1ts spirs

;nstantaneous ¢onso

J—
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pyblic Word . -
g Dep;‘mt\\ *

25th September 1871.

15. With regard to (4) bad soid; 1 présume’that the onl

Y reason fop

. u&i -
e estimateg gg ng it

Netioneq
tance for
e, iS to be
gcment of

16. I trust, therefore, that His Excellency in Council will bear with me if I

to submit that whatever may be the force and purview of the contract
e ! ly never have contemplated

lidation and vegetation as indispensable or essential conditions

of completion.

17. It scarcely falls within my province to go further into tlfe essential

t'o;’ls raised by the order of Government. Those will be fully d1scusst.3d by
I;'esGlrrace the Secretary of State With the Directors of the Company ; but it has
115

i i ter on behalf of the Com-
i tive that I should, without delay, en .
seomed 1000 b t on miilor but salient points, and I trust to the

his preliminary protcs lient
pan(}lrow.:rlzf glis Excellency in Couneil to accept with indulgence and favour what
can

1 have ventured to submit.

“ ——————

SupMITTED {0 Government.

; tion of the Company’s offlicers
de by the Agent relative to theac
Thoremarks 5 ho canal do not appear to call for any remark from me.

o qaestion of testing t . :
o th2 ! The rates taken in my report as leviable for the water supphed from the

] were derived from the letter of the Consulting Engineer to Government,
al ¥

. .. f probable revenue for
. No. 13, which gives & statcment of p
d 21st April 1871, No ’ ) 1871-72 very similar to my own. Under

the orders quoted in the margin this

can
date
15th May 1871, No. 1,359.

statemcnt was forwarded to the Government of India.

however, on the question of the water-
ratc to be credited to the Company, rules
1st June 1866, No- 1,318. that Rupees 6 per acre per crop <hould

hareed to the cultivators, and unquestionably that rate should bfa ad.opted in
be A ¢ revenue for the current year. 1 therefore lose no time in bring-
cach esnmatet?celf Government the correction in the amount of possible revenue
ing tof}z :;:; statement, which is thereby necessitated ; butit will be admitted that,
entered!1 timate of this kind, the probable remissions should be taken into

in framing S done in th t objected to b
eration ; now this was not done in the account objected to by the Agent, and

The latest decision of Government,

consid

¢ 1 find that, while the full demand since the season of 1865 has been Rupees
a :

3 o emerR
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g 31,515; it s

41.078. the net demand, or demand less remissions, was only Rupees « p
o : " have mad®
L4

obvious that about one-fourth of the full assessmernt is generally kzgt- i
the necessary deduction, and theaccount as corrected will stand thus:
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exl-c:;iitum- ) ) to l'e irri.
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I Shou]dr} 8 on the gene:al condition of the
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25th September 1871.

v il

thorough saturation of the banks by water cautiously admitted into the cana.l as
well as large additions of earth to compensate for their sinking, to bring them into
anything approaching a satisfactory state.

A. deC. SCOTT, Captain, R.E.,

Under Secretary to Gurernment,

In charge of Office of the Chicf Engineer for Irrigation.

(Signed)

s et .

Endorsement of the Officiating Chief Enginecr for Irrigation and
Joint Secretary to Government, dated Fort St. George, 31st August 1871,
No. 71. ’

No. 415.

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Irrigation and Canal Company, to the
Acting Chief Engineer for Irrigation and Under Secretary to Govern-
ment, dated Madras, 29th August 1871, No. 369.

I mave the honour to forward the Chief Engincer’s Report for the month of
July 1871

Chief Engineer’s Report to accompany Divisional Reports for July 1871.

Tar rainfall in July and, so far, in August (24th) has been below the average, and the crops,
which were got in unusually early in the light showers, suffering from drought, yet the Toom-
puddra, and especially the Kistna, have not been unusually low.

2. By about the middle of July the Conservancy Engineers had fully taken over charge, and
pegan to carry out channels wherever there was reasonable hope of the water being taken up this
or next season. In a great number of cases, probably the majority, the ryots scem to have decided
against waiting for water, and took advantage of the fine, cloudy weather for getting in dry crops.
They are suffering for this, and, in some cases, doubtless regretting it. No doubt reports tending
to produce doubt and uncertainty as to the working of the canal under uniform management during
the whole season have existed ; and I do not see kow they should not decide ryots in favour of
pog,tponing the experiment of irrigation until the supply should have Leen proved trustworthy.

: Notwithstanding a few trials of flooding* which
have been successfully tried by ryots, I antici-
pate a smaller extent of irrigation than has been estimated. It is difficult yet even to estimate
the probable extent of wet cultivation. It is daily increasing and may double.

* About 500 odd acres.

3. Ihave urgently impressed on all Engineers the immerse importance of keeping a con-
stant flow through all channels. A decrease of flow alarms a ryot lest it fail altogether ; whereas
an increase of flow ig apt to breach his little banks and cause him trouble, if not loss. The
work to be done is very extensive, each of the four Engineers has an‘area of about half the size of
Oxfordshire or Berkshire. 1lis length of 50 miles of canal is the full length of those counties,
and has irrigating channels of a few miles in length, only, until it gets near the water-shed of the
country, and it then irrigates right and left for a breadth of 7 to 12 miles. Hence the shape of
the country in the Engineer’s charge is very much as if one of those counties were reduced to half
its actual breadth at every point, but the length left unaltcred. Within this area the Engineer is
to be prepared to supply water on any field that requires it, and not only that but if he is to get
any water taken he must convince the ryots that they may rely upon his supplying the water.

TN\
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N

"4. The progress made in supplying water since the middle of July hag
creditable, but the ryots nced experience ; anq I ’
well a3 joyful, surprise with which they found the
that it would ever do s0 seems to have been very ]
often rather made in bravado. Large meetings of
question whether to irrigate or no.
field or two flooded also shows the stir ang inter
villages. ‘ :

I consider, been very

Wwas painfully amused to gpq the profound, as

2,000, I fear.

. Kouexoor,
24k dugust 1871, Y I LaTigy

Chigr Lngineer, -
StBMITTED to Government.

With the above lotter the Agent and Man
Engineer’s report for the month of J uly,

(Signed) 4. a0, sCOTT, Captain, R,
) K,
Offg. Clief Ey gr. Jor. Irrigation,
No. 416, Orprg THEREON, 25th September 1871, No. o 449
v 2,449
IRRIG ATION, No. 23, THE Agent of the Madrag Irrigation
and Canal Company will be referored to

| the report of the Company’s Of; .
. . ¥ 8 Chief Epgsi.
-neer for May printed with G. 0., No. 1,897, 18th July 1871, and t, that ge,ﬁ;

man’s letter to Captain Scott, dated 16th June 187 1, printed with G, 0., No, 1,975,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
: 25th September 1871,

2. These Proceedings will be communicated to the Secretary of State and to

the Government of India,
(True Extract.)

(Signed) " J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R.E.,

> No. 417. (Docxker No. 2,443, dated 25th September 1871.)

Secretary to Government.

Cory of the above forwarded to the Government of India, in continuation of

docket, No. 1,076, dated 27th July 1871,
(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R.E,,

Secretary to Government.

dated 27th idem. The error in the rates on which the caleulation of possible

: ich were adopted by Captain Scott
. nt year is based, and which w
revenuc for the curre ) nsultin® E’ngincer, 1sto be regretted, but the Govern-
’ o]
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