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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public.VWorks Dgpartrﬁent,
- 22nd September 1871.

No. 381. Read the following Circular letter from the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Public Works Department, (Account—General,) to the
Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the North-Western Provinces,
and the Punjab ; the Chief Commissioners of Oudh, the Central Provinces,
British Burmah, and Mysore and Coorg ; the Resident at Hyderabad ;
the Agents to the Governor-General for'Central 'India and Rajpootana ;
and the Superintendent of Port Blair, dated Simla, 12th :July 1871,
No. 36 :—

I au directed to request that the Controller of Public Works Accounts may
be required to prepare schedules of the rates of work of different kinds actually
current in each division in Madras. The more complete and exhaustive these

“ schedules can be made, the more useful they will be, but to make them thoroughly
. so will probably be a matter of time. The first schedules should be drawn up
. without any delay, and revised schedules should be prepared for every 1st April

and 1st October, rectifying all changes that may become known up to date,
and containing all the fresh information that may have come to light during the
half-year.

2. Copies of the schedules should be furnished to the Executive and Super-
intending Engineers for guidance in the preparation and checking of the abstracts
of estimates,

3. T am to request that abstracts of these schedules, giving a line or column
for each description of work, usually entered as a sub-head of estimates, and a
column or line for each division (and important station, if thought fit) in the
Province, may be sent periodically to the Government of India.

4. The Governor-General in Council, I am to say, desires that the rates

- entered in estimates may always be those at which work has actually been done
" in the locality where such rates are obtainable in preference to rates which officers

may think likely to be worked to. This latter mode of arriving at the rates to be
inserted in estimates has often led to unsatisfactory results, and it should be
avoided whenever practicable. :

5. 1am further to request that, pending the preparation of the schedules
above referred to, all estimates sent to the Government of Madras for sanction, or

* submission to the Government of India, 'may have their rates compared with

actual current rates and reported on by the Controller.

]

‘No. 382. ORDER THEREOX, 22nd September 1871, No. 2,424,

e

Tre Government of India will be
informed that under the system of
accounts in operation in this Presidencv,

ACCOUNT, No. 38.

which differs widely from that in force in the Provinces more immediately under
the control of that Government, the preparation of the schedules referred to
or the exercise of the requisite check and control over estimates by the Controller
of Public Works Accounts is impracticable, and that this Government do not
consider it expedient that Superintending Eng.ineers should be relieved of the
responsibility in regard to rates and estimates which properly devolves on them,
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ernment, Public Work
22nd September 1871, * Department,

exhibited. These schedules
ably to paragraph 1, a copy
It w:ill be the duty of Super-

should be rectified on 1st April and 1st October agr
" agree

being furnished to each R
. . ange Offi .
intending Engineers before sg neer for guidance,

( Here enter No. 2,425, dated' 22nd September 1871.)
(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E,,
Secretary to Government,

To Superintending Engineera.
»» Major R, B, Kennedy. -

To the Controller of Public Works Accounts.

Exd. S T. Augustin,

e

Pusric Works DEPARTMENT,
Ootacamuxnp, 22nd Seplember 1871.
No. 385.
No. 2,425.

To
Trz SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

PuBrLic Works DEPARTMENT.

Sig,—I am directed to acknowledge
the receipt of the Circular of the
Government of India under date the
12th July 1871, No. 36, containing instructions regarding the preparation by
the Controller of Public Works Accounts of gchedules of the rates of work of
different kinds actually current in each division.

9. Iam to explain that the Monthly Progress Reports in use in this Presi-
dency take the place of the schedules *
* Form No. 26 accompanying the Government of  furnished by Divisional Officers in the
India Code. Provinces more immediately under the
Government of India; but the nature of the information the .Ret}un affords an,d
the absence of Work Registers, which have n.ot been. mat.mtam(-fd, render. it
impracticable for the Controller under the system in force in this Presidency, which
differs so widely from that in operation 1n Be.ﬂga], to prepare the schedules
required by the Government of India, or to exercise thfa check and control over
estimates that is contemplated by paragraph 5 o-f .the Clrcula:r .under af:knowledg-
ment. His Excellency the Governor in Cou'nml is not of opinion that it would be
expedient to increase the Controller’s estszhshment to the extent that W?uld be
necessary to give effect to the instructions of the .(:‘r.o."erx.lment of India or to
relieve the Superintending Engineers of .the resp.ons1b1hty in rega.rd to rates and
estimates that appears to be their special province, but steps will be .taken 'for
carrying out the principle advocated. by requiring the s;veral Superintending
Engineers to prepare the schedules which vYﬂI; as suggested, be corrected. on lat
April and 1st October, abstracts being furnished to the Government of India.

ACCOUNT, No. 39.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

C o (Signed) J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R.E.,
° Secretary to Government.

:Exd. S. Tl Augﬂstinn
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