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Feo Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- - 26th January 1871.
No. 475..  Read the follovw;ing Endorsement of the Acting Consulting Engineer

for Railways, dated Madras, 19th January 1871, No. 30 :—

Read the following letter from the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway,
) to the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Negapatam, 9th
January 1871, No. 3,865. - ‘

I nave the honour to attach, for submission to” Government, an application
from the Chief Engineer for permission to retain, pending the receipt of the sanc-
tion of the Government of India to proceed with work on the Southern Extension,
the services of his Uncovenanted staff. _ -

2. Mr. Logan further again appeals to be allowed to put in hand, pending
*-" the consideration of the detailed plans and estimates, such’works as Engineers’

_bungalows, the electric telegraph, quarries, lime kilns, store sheds, etc.

3. In connection herewith I have to refer to my application of the 28th
November last (letter No. 3,831) for a further advance of Rupees 31,550 on
account of ¢ Preliminary expenses,” and to state that I shall be unable to pay, out
of the existing sanction, the salaries which fall due at the end of the current month.
I shall feel obliged by your informing me if it is the desire of Government that
I should withhold settlement of our liabilities on this head.

4. The guestion of making a start on this much-needed work has been so
frequently under the consideration of Government that it is unnecessary for me
to add to the remarks of the Chief Engineer’s, anything beyond my recommenda-

" “%ion that his requests may receive early and favourable consideration.

‘ From the Chief Engineer, to the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, dated
Trichinopoly, 6th January 1871, No. 2,959.
1 ndpn you will allow me to again call the attention of Government to the great importance
of an early sanction being accorded to the location of the Southern Exfension, or some portion of it,
_go that I may have permission to begin the collection of materials, or to set about some work which
"will enable me to avoid disbanding the Uncovenanted staff. - The members of this staff are all
trained men, and to dispense with their services at a time when we are approaching a start to the
undertaking will not only eripple my efforts to make an early start but Yvill etfta.il much hardship -
on the employés themselveg. This isnot a part of the country where their services, apztrt from the
Railway, are in demand ;if disr_nissed, they must therefore go elsewhere long filstefnces in s.earch of
employment, or remain in expectation of work wit.hout pay, gradually becoming involved m‘ debt.
The uncertainty and insecurity of appointment in this st:{ﬂ' dun? g the past year has, I find, r'endered
the service unpopular, and men worth having n.ow think twice before.they enter a..servwe from
‘which at the very outset they are liable to be dismissed for no fault of their own, at a time too when

‘ hopes of continued work are not unreasonable.

2. T am hurrying on the detailed plans and estimates as fast as possible, and trust to have
them sent in before the end of this month ; but if we are to await the consideration of these by the
Government of India, I presume, from past experience, it will be from two to three months—even if
there are no references to be made—before sanction is conveyed tous ; I would therefore venture to
guggest again that such works as Engineers’ bungalows, the elfctric te}egraph, qna}nieS, lime
kilos, store sheds, and the like may be permitted to be got on with pending the consideration of

_the detailed plans and estimates; at all events [ am convinced that it will be to. the interests of the
undertaking that I should retain the services of the staff now at work, even if there should be a
ghort interval of non-sanction to active operations, and I would beg of you to support my applica-

tion that I may bo permitted to retain my Uncovenanted staff at the present strength until orders

- —— %~
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' 26th January 1871. ' ~

are received to start the works or some part of them. Otherwise Ishall be in the position, when
orders do come, of hunting up a staff which has onl y just been disbanded instead of being employed
in carrying out the work.

3. It is essential also that I should have some definite idea of what the intentions of Govern-

_ ment are with respect to the permission to begin work, because the Engineer staff has to be made

up to its full strength. Two of my most experienced Assistants died, as you are aware, in the early

part of the year, and I have now a preponderance of the less experienced grades, which is just the
reverse of the order in which I should wish to stand in starting our works. '

—— ——

SusMITTED to the Government. -

The Agent’s application for a further advance of Rupees 31,550 on account of -
preliminary expenses has been forwarded to the Government of India—Vide G. 0.,
No. 39, dated 7th January 1871; and as funds are now required for payment of
salaries for the current month, I would recommend that authority be given for the
necessary disbursements pendieg the sanction, for which application has been made
to the Government of India. ‘ ' ' )

2. In August last, the Chief Engincer asked to be allowed to start with the
demarcation of land, and that the ‘Revenue authorities might negotiate for the

. - acquisition of the necessary land. The
G. 0., No. 2,148, dated 7th Septe”_‘b",lsm' answer of the Government thereon was
that no work of construction could be begun, but that His Excellency in Council
would “ be prepared to authorize the lock-spitting of the line, and the adoption of the
necessary steps for placing the Railway Company in possession of theland as soon
as such information accompanied by surveys and levels has been laid before him
as will enable the Government to give its approval of the alignment of the work.”
.Surveys and sections are now ready to be laid before the Government as soon as

‘my report forwarding the Deputy Consulting Engineer’s report of his inspection

of the line is copied in my office. As the papers will be in the possession of the
Government together with this application, I would recommend that the Chief

‘Engineer may now be permitted to enter on the operation ‘of lock-spitting.
Mr. Logan describes that it takes a long time to nick out the four lines to define

‘the boundaries of the land to an aggregate length of pearly 880 miles, and
employment will thus be given to the Engineering staff. : )

- 3. - Mr. Logan further repeats his former request that such work as Enginecrs’
bungalows, telegraph line, quarries, sheds, might be put in hand pending the con-
sideration of the detailed plans and estimates, which he hopes to despatch by the
end of this month. This request I can only submit for the consideration of the
Government in the face of the distinct orders of the Government of India, com-
municated in G. O.; No, 2,408, dated 5th October 1870, to the effect that no outlay
should be thus incurred till orders are passed on the location of the line.

It would certainly be a great matter to have the Engineers’ bungalows put in
haud, so that good shelter might be afforded in the coming hot weather. I have

recently had a conversation with Captain Mallock, the Dircetor of Construction

in the Government Telegraph Department, and I gathered from him that it was
the intention of the Government of India to have the lines of telegraph, such as
along the Great Southern Extension, put up by their own department. As, however,

Proceedings of the Madras Government. Public Works Depariment,
26th January 1871. ‘

»

no long tir‘ne need now, Itrust, elapse before the'location is approved, the work
of l?ck-splttmg may occupy that interval till the preparation of materials can be
put in hand on the grant of Rupees 1,69,600 already provisionally sanctioned.

4. The Government of India have, however, also contemplated that ¢ the
Engineers will be unoccupied for some time after completion of the survey, and
| before sanction can be given to the complete estimate,”—Videparagraph 4 of l:atter
No. 378-R., dated 2nd March 1870r

Mr. Logan is particularly anxious not to
disband his Uncovenanted staff from the difficulty of making if up again; and I
] =} ) '

. would submit that, un.der the present circumstances, he should be allowed to retain
those men whose services will be of real value for active operations hereafter, and
whom it would be prejudicial to the interests of the Company to dispense with.

5. I do not understand Mr. Logan’s meaning in saying that it is essential he
should have some-definite idea of the intentions of the Government with respect to
the permission to begin work, because the Engineering staff has to be made up to

its .fu]l strength, and that he has a preponderance of the less experienced grades,
which is just the reverse of what he would wish.

6. No proposition has been made by Mr. Logan regarding the completion

* of his staff, and I propose asking him to report what additional strength he requires,

and how he would obtain it; also, if the Government approve, I will obtain from

; him and submit an estimate of the probable expenditure that will be involved in

maintaining the Uncovenanted staff for a period of two months, or, say, to the 15th

March, by which time orders may be passed on the alignment, and exhibiting, at

the same time, the period for which this staff may be engaged as a set off to the
expense in marking off the land.

(Signed)  H. L. PRENDERGAST, Captain, R.E.,
Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways,

G. 0., No. 800, dated 17th March 1870,

" No. 476. o - ORDER :EHEREON, 26th January 1871, No. 236.

UxpEr the circumstances repre-
sented, the Government authorize the
- disbursement of the further advance of
Rupees 31,500 for preliminary expenses on account of the survey of the proposed
Southern Extension of the Great Southern of India Railway in anticipation of the
sanction for which application® has been
made to the Government of India, but
His Excellency the Governor in Council regrets that, under the express ruling of
that Government that no outlay shall be incurred on works of construction until
orders have been passed deciding the location of the line, His Excellency in®
Council is not in a position to authorize either the lock-spitting of the line as

RAILWAY, No. 60.

* G. 0., No. 39, dated 7th January 1871.

: approved of in G. O. of the 7 th September 1870, No. 2,148, or the commencement

of any buildings such as Engincers’ bungalows and store sheds, or the erection of
the telegraph line. The requisite surveys, accompanied with plans and estimates
of the extension, should therefore be submitted with the least practicable delay,
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