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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Tth September 1871 '

No. 102. Read the following Endorsement ol the Acting Consulting Engineer
for Railways, dated Madras, 16th August 1871, No. 353 :— ) :

From the Acting Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Co:x;pany, to the
Acting Consulting Engincer for Railways, dated Madras, 15th August
1871, No. 476. : : ,

‘WITH reference to your letter No. 474,:‘ of the 28th ultimo, I havg ‘the honour
to send you a repord in the usual form of the fatal accident which happened to a

man named Ragaven on the 13th of J uly at the 1st mile, South-West Line.

2. I also enclose you a copy of a communication® from the Coroner, from

, which you will observe that the Jury

No. 29, ‘;““d 24th July 1871. _ before whom the inquest was held
recommend that the gates near which the afzcident occurred shall be closed to the
public in future. I have been making eanxiry upon the subject, and I find that
the gates in question are almost exclusively used by the men of the 7th Regiment

Native Infantry, to whom the convenience is stated by the Comina.nding Officer to

be of much importance. - ( ;
3. There is no doubt that the existence of these unguarded gates’is open to
gerious objection, and, looking at the recomimendation of the Jury, I have the honour

to submit, for the consideration of Government, that if it be considered’ desirable -

. o retain the gates for the convenience of ths Regiment quartered at Royapooram,
the Military authorities should be called upon to pay the expense of maintaining
gatemen to prevent people crossing the line when a train or engine is due.

4. 'While upon the subject, I wish to bring to the notice of Goverpmegt that
the dead body of the man was allowed by the Police to re.main on the line from
the time of the accident in the early morning until 6 p.M. when the inquest was
held, presentih'ig a horrible sight to passengers by the trains. \

Report of fatal decident on the Madras Railway.

Collectorate,—Madras Municipality. Railwdy District, Section und Mile—~1st Divi-
gion, 1st Section, 1st mile, South-West Line or at 0-11. Date on wh{ch the decident occur-
red,—Night of 13th July 1871, Nature of the Accident,—A man named Ragaven, about 20
years of age, who bad apparently been going along the line, was struck by the buffer plank of the
engine of some night train and thrown on the rails. ' The head was separated from the body, the
right arm was broken, and portions of the skull found at some distance from the body. Nature of
assistance afforded,—Assisted the Police with six coolies. Uccupation of the deceased,—
- Bellows boy on private work. Grafuily proposed o be given or not,—Nil. Reported to the
Police authorities,~Reported to the Police. . EREE

ARCONUX, . (Signed) F.B.DANNA,  (Signed) C.D. ROBERTS,
14tk July 1871 . For 4cting Chief Engineer, Resident Engineer.

-

ettt

From J. URQUHART, Esq., Coroner of Madras, to the Acting Agént and Manager of the
Madras Railway Company, dated Madras, 24th July 1871, No. 29.

I uAvE the honour to report that at an inquest held before me at the railway gate ﬁea.r the
Native Regiment Lines at Washermanpettah within the limits of Madras on the 14th instant, and
by adjournment in the Monegar Choultry on the 21st instant, touching the death '

. . . . . of Ragave
jury, sfter returning as their verdict ** accidental death from fracture of the skal saen, the

1 and rupturs of

»
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
th September 1871,

the blood ‘vessels of the neck produced bj the wheels of a Jocomotive passing over the neck,” made
the following presentment : ** The jury request the Coroner to bring to the notice of the Railway

authorities the small gates near which the deceased was found. They are of opinion that these
gates should be closed to the publie. -

SusMITTED to the Government.

The jury at the Coroner’s inquest recommended that the gates should be
closed to the public in future, while it is stated that the gates are of much con-

venience to the sepoys of the 7th Regiment, by whom they are almost exclusively -

used. '

2. If then the gates would be clesed otherwise than for the benefit of the

scpoys, I think it is but reasonable that the Regiment should bear the expense
of maintaining gatemen. '

3. The Agent pointsout, in the last paragraph of his letter, that the Police
allowed the dead body to remain the whole day from early morning till 6 . a.

(Signed) : H.L. PRENDERGAST, Msjor, R. E.,
Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways.

No. 103. OrpEr THEREON, 7th Scptember 1871, No. 2,277.
, A copy of these papers will be com-
L RAILWAY, Ro. 10. m&nicated to tho Judicial Department,

with reference to para«.gmph 3 01§ tt.he»
Consulting Engineer’s endorsement, snd it will be consid'eted in I;he Mi 1'a‘a.:;ly
Department whether the inconvenience to tho Regiment st'atloned at oyapo:a ; a;
which would be caused by the closing of the gatein question would beso gr

to give reasonable ground for complaint.” \

}

- (True Extract.)

Captain, R-E.’

Under-Seerelary to Government.

v

To the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways.
,s Judicial Department.
»»  Military Departuent.

.~ B

R

Exd. L. C. Shunker. e
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