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! Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
12th August 1871. ’

-

-

Read the following papers —

¥ No. 127, From the Acting Superintending Engineer, 8th Division, to the
‘ Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dj%ted Madura, 29th
June 1871, No. 1,051. *

A,

‘ I aave the honour to forward herewith a letter, dated 7th.instant, and its
enclosure, from Vencatasawmy Naidoo, the Manager of the Meenaks'hi‘Devastanum,
bringing to notice the inconvenience that will be occasioned to the people of
{ Madura by the erection of the Railway bridge over the Vigay river at the point
now selected for that purpose

¥

2. I have, as requested, inspected the site of this bridge, but, without seeing
the plan or knowing the water-way which is to be given, I am not in a position to
say to what extent Iler Maharajahstry Meenakshi Soonderasweral will be incon-
venicnced by the structure in question.

3. Madura, as you are aware, is called the Cathedral Town of Southern Inda,
and Avani Moolam is one of its local festivals. The ceremony consists of carry-
ing the goddess and her chupprum along the bed of the river to certain mantapums,
where she temporarily rests before returning to the femple. The ceremony is
symbolical of her preventing the river from inundating the town, of which she has
been, so to speak, the presiding ez-oficio Municipal Commissioner ever since her
pagoda was founded here.

4. It will be seen, therefore, that anything that would interfere permanently
with the performance of this ceremony 1s, 1n the interests of the towns-people, to
be deprecated. I haveascertained that although the chupprums are usually made
of considerable height, there would be no objection to reduce this height sufficiently

.to enable them to be carried under the bridge, s ¢, if the bridge provided 15'feet
clear above the bed of the river.

L

5. I would venture therefore to recommend, if this arrangement can without
nconvenience be carried out, that it should be so ordered.

o

6. As Manager of the Devastanum funds it is clearly the duty of Venkata-
sawmy Naidoo to bring this subject forward. That the Railway, at the site selected
for the bridge, cuts in half a valuable cocoanut tope belonging to him is no doubt
exceedingly unpleasant to the Naidoo; but it is not to be supposed that a personal
matter of this kind has influenced him in bringing the matter forward, ‘the more
especially as the Railway will have to pay him a handsome compensation for the
¢ loss and inconvenience he will thus sustain

B o e e it a T it e e A L S S

»
E From the Manager of the Meenakshi Devastanum, to thé Acting Superintending Engineer, 8th
Division, dated Madura, 7th June 1871

I sEG permission to bring the following circumstances to your notice The Devastanam
Tahsildar baving learnt that the Railway officers proposed to fix the site for a bridge over the river
 Vigay at a place east of Pootoo tope bungalow, situated to the west of the Madura town, he, on the
7th March 1870, represented to the Chief Engineer of the Great Southern of India Railway that the
erection of'the bridge at that site would prevent the passage of the deity Meenaksh Soonderasweral
+ during Avini Moolam festivalin a very large chupprum (portable car), accompanied by elephants,
ete, through the bed of the river beyond the site fixed for the bridge to the Pootoo tope, whera
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- 12¢th August 1871

b
several granite buildings were constructed at an enormous cost for the accommodation of the god,
etc, on the occasion, that this festival was celebrated for thousands of years, and that any obstruc-
tion to 1t would sorely affect the feelings of all the Hindoo community of thisplace and cause great
loss to the temple, and, th erefore, requested Mr Logan to fix the site to the west of the Pootoo tope

Copy of his reply to the Tahsildar 1s herein enclosed At the importunity of the people I now take
the liberty to address you on the subject

2 The Chuef Engineer states that the wishes of the people will be attended to 1n fixing the
site for the bridge Inow find that the site was fixed at a place about 200 yards to the east of the
Pootoo tope, where the festival 1s celebrated and where the mantapums are mtuated

3. As the Chief Engineer 1s not here at present, and as you are the head of the Public Works
Department 1n the district, I beg respectfully you will be pleased to imspect the locality to ascer-

tain the truth of the above &llegations, and to address the proper authprities 1 view to the fixing
of the site to the west of the Pootoo tope

From D LOGAN, Esq, Chief Engineer, to STREENIVASA NAICK, Tahsildar of Madura
Devastanum, dated 18th March 1870, No 878.

Ix answer to your letter of the 7th 1ostant, I have to observe that 1t 13 the desire of the

Railway Company and therr officers to meet the wishes of the people 1n all cases of the kind as far
a3 practicable,

2 1 shall give due attention to the subject of your letter in fixing the site for the bridge
over the river Vigay at Madura

3 At the same time I would beg you to remember that the most eligible and appropriate

site for an important public work like this Railway 18 not likely to be altered Without very weighty
reasons in the 1nterests of the general public

REFERRED to the Consulting Engineer for Railways for report.
(Signed)  J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R.E,,

5th July 1871, Secretary to Government.

No. 128. From the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways, to the Secretary

to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 15th July
1871, No. 315.

WirH reference to the letter from the Acting
8th Division, forwarding to Government g letter
of the Meenakshi Devastanum on the subject of the proposed Railwayjbridge over
the river Vigay, and your endorsement thereon, No, 3,107, dated 5th July 1871,

I have the honour to forward a letter®
from the Agent and Manager of the
Great Southern of India Railway, communicating the opinion of the Chief Engi-
neer on the subject.

* No 4,106, dated 13th July 1871,

2 It appears that as at present designed, the bridge will accommodate the

procession referred to, if a small outlay is incurred each year in lowering the
niver bed. I need only add that any alteration of the gradients of approach to

this bridge, where the station on one side and a sharp curve on the other greatly
restrict the arrangements, is much to be deprecated.

St

23 5%y 2

I T S Y T4 - ',.,, RS
. - g
'~ L B
R S TP s = LAl
~ o> Ty LT

- o~

N Wgr s o ey

-~

o AT s g by o g

A IR ot M s e ke

”

RN b e et o

S >

e D me e -,

3,

M A S e A e Ty i M

£y

PCIR TR

e et e

gy

vy T o T e T e KR T e g
.

N e i T e
1

T e g e e e
- " anti e By
o N - o - LR 4 “- ™o T

-’

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Dcpartmen?,
12th August 1871,

From the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, to the Acting Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Negapatam, 13th July 1871, No 4,106.

Tae Chief Engineer observes, with reference to your letter No 211, of the 7th instant, *¢ the
¢¢ height of the bottom of the girders over tke bed of the river Vigay at Madura 18 proposed to bf:
¢ gbout 13 feet 6 inches This height can always be 1ncreased by the aid of a few coolies to 15
*¢ feet or more by lowerng the bed of the river immediately under the bridge The bed of Ehe
‘¢ river is of soft sand, so that the expenditure of a few annas each time that the 1dol requires to
¢¢ be carried under the Railway will suffice to clear a way forit

¢ The girders cannot well be raised without a considerable extra cost 1n masonry, besides
¢t either steepening the gradient (1 1n 200) runnimg down into the station, or running 1t 1nto the
‘“ gtation Either plan at a station where there will be a great deal of traffic would be very
*¢ objectionable *’

The papers sent with your letter I herewith return

No. 129. OrpER THEREON, 12th August 1871, No 2,074.

It appears to the Government that
the officers of the Great Southern of
India Railway should give a fair and
full consideration to the wishes and feelings of the Hindoo comn.mnity of Madura
on the reference made to them. The Government s.hould bfa informed whe.ther
there is any insuperable objection to the site of the Railway b}'ldge over the 1?hga'y
being changed so as not to interfere with the Hindoo processions ; t.md whether, in
the event of the site not being susceptible of alteration, the Rallw‘wa'y Company
will undertake to lower the bed of the rver on each occasion that it is necessary
for the 1dol to be carried in procession, sufficiently to afford a clear fifteen feet in
height to the bottom of the girders.

(True Extract )

RAILWAY, No. 16.

Captain R E.,

Under Secretary to Government

To the Acting Consulting Engineer for Kailways

Exd S.T Augustin.
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