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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worlks Departre:
1941 July 1871,

Read the following papers :—

From Lieutenant-Colonel R. A, ROBERTS, R.E,, :Acting Super-
intending Engineer, 8th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public
Works Department, dated Madura, 29th June 1871, No. 1,052,

No. 328.

Ix obedicnce to the instructions contained in G. O., No. 1,639, dated 19th June
1871, paragraph 2, directing me to furnish full particulars as to whether a criminal
charze can be successfully laid against Mr. Supervisor Martin, I have the honour
to report as follows :

2. In paragraph 16 of my letter quoted in the G. O, T have stated my
general conviction that Mr. Martin could be successfully indicted for fraud, To
attain this end, however, it would be necessary for me to detail one of my staff
expressly for this duty for the period of at least one month, He would have to
examine many bills and documents, and to have to measure upmany works, As the
duty would be somewhat invidious, and the party conducting it would make 2 host
of enemies for himself all over the country, it would be necessary that special allow.
ances should be passed to him during his disagreeable task. If this be conceded,
I will engage to find a man equal to the occasion. And T would recommend that
the ordinary travelling allowance of his rank be passed to him while so employed,
in addition to a bonus of Rupces 100 for conducting the cxaminations and

inspections.

3. I take this opportunity of bringing to the notice of the Government that,
subsequent to my report under notice, I have been informed by a former Super-
intendent of Police at Madura that some five years ago, and within g week of
Mr. Martin’s arrival at Madura from the Coimbatore D.istrict, he (M. Martin)
was reported to my friend, when Superintendent of Police, as Laving been seen

runnine about the streets of Madura stark naked, in a fit of delirium tremens.
o

4. Now, I venture to ask,.suppose that a ge.ntlema.n of fortu.nf) at home were
to put as bailiff of one of his out-lying propezrtms, w!uc.h was .v%s1ted by himself
only once in five years, and was completely isolated in 1ts. p-osmon, a man noto-
rious for hLis inebriate habits, would that landlord, on a.scertz{mmg that he had heen
systematically defrauded for many years, get any satisfaction at law by prosccut-
ing his drunken bailiff. And what damag?*es could he expect ? I respectfully
euireat, therefore, that the matter may be disposed of departmentally.

5. In my letter No. 734, dated Gth June, par.agx-ap.h 10, I have brought to
your notice that Mr. Martin’s.is by no moan‘s a sohtarry.mstance of corruption in
this division, and that revelations from No. 3 Ra.nge, I 1'1111(?"_(?11.}", nm)'f sh?rt]y be
expected.  If both these cases arc to be made S.leJCCtS of JudlCl.ﬂ.I Investigation, the
department, judging from what was the case in the I‘GC‘CX'lt tr.mls at Palamcottah,
will be almost paralysed, as far as all professional supcrwsw.n 18 concerned, so Iong
as the trials last. I wish it to be understood at the same time that Iam far from
thinking that in no case vtvh-ate\:er are dfal)artment?.l frauds t(f be subjected 14
magisterial enquiry or judicial 1m:est1gatwn, but sunp.ly _that 1n the case of Mpr,
Ma'rtin there are circumstances which appear to me to indicate that such 4 course

1s undesirable.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. 18¢k July 1871. .

No. 320. Endorsement of the Revenue Department, dated 1st July 1871.
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 22nd June 1871, No. 2,507.

Read the following letter from the Collector of Madura, to the Acting Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, dated Percacolum, 28th April 1871, No. 125.

Ix forwarding, for the consideration and orders of the Boar'd, the papers as
per accompanying list, bearing on the subject of: th-e construction of the road
between Sivagangah and Tiroopatur from the District Road I?uml, I have the
honour to state, that an estimate for Rupces 41,050 was sanctioned by Govern-
ment in their Order, No. 519, dated 95th February 1868, Revenue Department,
and the work was entrusted by me toa Contractor named Ragavacharyar, on the
recommendation of Colonel Wilkieson. The Contractor accordingly put the work
in hand, and produced three completion certificates from the 3rd Range Officer
Mr. Martin, in the last of which he (Mr. Martin) declared that he found the work
Lad been exceuted to the exfent of the estimate, as per particulars given by him,

9, From Mr. Leggatt’s letter to the Superintending Engincer, dated 4th July
1870, No. 149, (cntered as No. 11 in the list,) and the comparative statem.ont
(No. 13) which accompanied it, it will be scen tlett t!le work was no? done aCCOrdlr'lg
to the estinate. There is excess work in certam 1temns and less m. others, while
not only cenerally bad in execution, but in three cases
d on old foundatious, contrary to the provisions of the

the masonry works were
tunnels were constructe
CSLAU\L&‘\C.

3. The work was not exceuted 1))' the Ct)lltm(’,t()l' . b
wleress 3Mr. Martin, in two of the completion certificates {irst «ven \)}' 1im,
testifies to the work having been carried out according to the cstimate, bhut n the
third aud las . C v o e .

urd and last one hie cautmub\} states that it was done fo the extent of the estunaiec

Tt is upon this Jast statement that Mr. Martin trie
ing either to my notice ar to that o :

according to the estimate,

3 t0 excuse himself for not bring:

f the Suner . . ork
was N . iper R A, . ¢ Wor
vas not done as per estimate, [t wne 1.0 permtendine Ensincer that th

oAb was hisduty tg « tificates

to the C
} Q‘nntractor, to enable him to drgy
substantially and wit), good m
explanation, the B 1
y the Board wil] sop ¢
o sce, 1s
. ie Lontractor deyj

the authority of Mr. Martin
A )]

fiom the sanctioned estim
as Mr. Leoe
oo

ce, before granting the cer
the money, that the work was d(m'C
and accordine to the estimate, but hs
not satisfactory., )

aterials,

ated from the estimate, but states that he did <o under
xr M N . N '.‘ . s
vhich he (Mr, Martin) denice, althouzh 10 Jeviation
ate can be made withoyt sanetion of the authoritics; yets

t att 15 of opinion that the work in e MUier
o meet the defects in the estim

to the Contractor for the

5. With rer
e gard to the masonry works which were condemned by Mr. chgzn”’
1e Contractor is not entitle '

. The
cost of the masonry 1 . ed to payment as they have to be mbmlt‘, .3
5,000 out of ~1 y works is Rupocs 5,406, but tiere is ouly a sum of Rupee
Uy ut of the Cs*iln . . 3 ) : fore
tinate wh . . . herefo
request the autl ich was not paid to the Contractor. It

10rit ) . ) 1y
Y of the Board for withlolding payment of this sumn ON4

ns of recovor] “his GO -
reans ceovering the balance of Rupoes 3,106, This Contrac:
10 was convicted of ’

r 2 54 4 co
o, . . lbn
fraud with Mr, Colquhioun in the reces 1

xeess of the estimate was T .
) 'y . M » - . . N 1
ate which was framed by Mr. Martin, the payme?
CXCess W()Xk d()nc h}- hi“l can Still!(l.

r .

I'here is no megq
t}l(—) pr)rs()n w
velly case,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
19¢h July 1871,

Excrosures Nos. 1 to 21,

Apsrract.—Papers relating to the construction of the road between Sivazangah and Tiroopatur.

pus—————

Excrosure No. 99 —List of papers.

PR

Tz Rupees 5,000 still in hand should be retained until the ¢ tunnels that

: , ’

have been constructed on old foundations and the new one,s that have alrcady
) .

cracked and old ones simply plastered and passed off as new™ are re-built and \the

road is made passable for traffic. ' ‘ -
9 The conduct of Mr. Martin in granting c.ompletlon .certlﬁcz%tes Wh-en th.e

k - quch of it bad and not according to estimate, and in not. informing his
o iors , Joviations from the ostimate which he had remarked will be brought
superiors of deviatio The late Superintending Engincer, Major Payne,

ice of Government. , Ma '

to the ;;?ltllcliq course in his letter of the 10th August 1870. Laxity in granting
("(Tes IS :

cou cates is @ vital error.

letion certifi ) .
oonp ill report who is responsible for the ¢ careless” estimate

llector wi : : :
» 3t "‘I‘:SSSZHY Lioh rates.” From a passagein one of Mr. Martin’s lctters 1t
with 1ts o

ccems likely that he is responsible for this also.

£p to Department Public Works for consideration of paragraph 2.
(Signed) D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Secretary to Government.

T RANSFERR

—ne

No. 330 OrpER THEREON, 19th July 1871, No. 1,907.
o. 330.

s Excellency the Governor in
Council resolves to authorize the Acting
Superintending  Engineer of the 8th
person referred to by him in paragraph 2 of his letter above
¢ collecting such evidence as is necessary for a successful

Al
ESTABLISHI\[EN'I, No. 36.
- ——

Division to employ the

recorded on the duty of octing sho
criminal prosccutlon against Mr. Martim.

o L'eutcnant-Colonel Roberts will report the action taken by him on the
=, reutc )
ccipt of these jnstructions.
reeart? (Truc Extract.)
(Signed) J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary lo Government,

ntending Engineer, 8th Divisien.

inr Su eri
To the Acting SUp lic Works Accounts.

Controller of Pub

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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