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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, ‘,
12th July 1871

No. 184, Read the following letter from the Acting Superintending Engineer,
8th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,

dat‘ed Madura, 20th June 1871, No. 928 :— :

. *

departure from the Dindigul Range, and the arrival of Assistant Engineer Mr,
II. Lyon, appointed from Nellore to the Madura District, vide Fort St. George
Guzetle of the 13th idem, Overseer Serjeant J. Hamilton, who is in temporary
charge of the range, is subjected to considerable expense; and to solicit therefore

IN continuation of my letter No. 734, of the 6th instant, I have the honour '
to point out that during the interval between Assistant Engineer Mr. O. A. Hayues’ .

that he may be promoted to the rank of Supervisor, or at least that he may be o

permitted to draw the allowances of a Supervisor for the period during which he

remains in charge. ~

2. There are few Supervisors in the department and still fewer Overscers, I
should imagine, who have had equally good meuns of acquiring practical knowledge,
and ‘who have the professional attainments of Serjeant Hamilton. I have recently
inspected several of the roads in his talook, and I have no hesitation in expressing
my unqualified approval of them. Indeed, in original conformation and in the
systematic mode of maintcnance, they surpass all the imperial roads in the
division, and they most satisfactorily disprove what might otherwise be thought
to be the case, judging from the rude and shapelcss and almost impassable tracks
of the Revenue Department, styled District Iioadg, that road-making is a lost art
in the Madura District, and I consider that Serjeant Hamilton Las fairly earned

his promotion to the grade of Supervisor. ,

3. Tofix the pay of an Overseer at 2 certain sum, whether the incumbent

be a European or a Native, is manifestly to remunerate them very unequally.
Individually it is very hard on the European, and departmentally it is unjust to

the Government, who, for a finished description of work, are paying the saie price

as they do for an inferior and frequently worthless article. |

4. Itmustbe conceded that, in this country, a European Serjeant conducting
the duties and on the pay of an Overscer is not altog.ether in an enviable posirion.
He has to get over a great deal of country, and vi..snt village after village where
not a single house is open to him, nor word nor sxgn'of Welcor'ne even offered
him. On the contrary, in some places, the Nammg@’ Y"n not hes?“?"“ to With hold
supplies, even the very necessaries of life, and con“fle" that by so doing he is
Performing a meritorious act, while the Serjeant, at his head-quarter’s station, is
fortunate if he finds any single family of his own position with whom to associate.

He is thyg subjected to many of the expenscs which, although they may fall lightly

on other Europeans on superior pay, tax him very heavily. And I would venturs

to suggest, theréfore, as worthy of, the consideration of the Government, whether

after & short probation, a Serjeant of Engincers should not be ruled to be entitled

to the pay and allowances of a Supervisor. Yoo
5. In this recommendation there is one point on which I wish to lay parti-

cular stress,and that is the temptations to which an underpaid subordinate is

subjected in this country, It may be said that, if a man is determined to be dis-
houest, no amount of pay will dcter him from his malpractices. But I canno

» - Y



Proceedmos of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Co 12th July 1871.

v~

~ consider that this disposes of the questlon We are taught to pray that we

ourselves may not be led into temptation ; and surely we are bound, therefore, to

take every precaution that we do not deliberately place others, e@ecxaﬂy our
European subordmates in so perllous a position. ‘

No. 183. . OrpEr THEREON; 12th July 1871, No. 1,833.
d t
ESTABLISHMENT, No. 24. Tue Government are glad to

receive so satisfactory a report on
Serjeant Hamilton’s attainments and to

. learn that he has gwen such satisfaction by the efficient manner in which he has
discharged his duties as an Overscer, and his claims to promotion will receive the

earliest cons1derat10n that is consistent with due regard to those of other deserving
men.’ :

2. The Governmont rerrret that they are unable to award Serjeant Hamilton
any pecuniary’ recompense for the period he has been in charge of a range, as
actmg appomtmen\‘.s among upper subordinates is prohibited ; but His Excellency
in Council will . hope to be able to reward the Overseer by earlier promotion than
would otherwise have probably fallen to him and his fitness for which the tempo-

( rary ‘charge of 8 rancre has glven h1m an opportumty of showing.
3. The Government are not prepaxed to entertain the proposals in para-

graph 4,
(Truo Extract.) .
Colonel, R.E,,
' | ' '
Secretary {o Government. = |
Ce To thé Acting éupei;int‘ending Enginéet’ 8th Divisi on. | | ‘ 7
'Exd. . T. Avgustin. -
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