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: Prbceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
’ 10tk July 1871. IR

J' .

v ‘ ,s . . . . - - ! . ) . . “ . . -z .
\ NO‘.‘ ,1145T ‘R.ea.d.the iollowing letter- from the Acting Superintending Engincer;: -
... 8th D1v1$10jl3 to the Secretary to Government, Public Works l_)epartm\ent,; :
I dated 3@83'7ru, 30th May 1871, No. 606 :— S T
- WIITII referepce to G, O, No 1,214, dated nd May 1871, andin continuation
of oy etter, No. 336, dated the {:*3‘ idem, T have the honour to submit, in original, | |
' ‘ - " & report* and its 27. enclosures from:
* No. 32, o : L
L. . 5 1:7th Moy 1871. LicutenantF. 8. Shepherd, R. E.; Execu- ..
tive Engineer, assigning rcasons why the Government would be justified in taking -
fhe cpnt;act for the Streeviguntum Anicut Project ont of the Contractor’s bands. =

-

From Lieuteh.ant F.S.SHEPHERD, R.E,, Egecutive Engineer in chargé of Streeviguntum Aniout -
Project, to the Officer in charge of the Irrigation Range, Tionevelly, dated Pudugudy, .

- 17th May 1871, No.32. o ' |

. Wira reference to your lotter No. 49, dated 9ih instant, I have the honour to report that the
contractor commenced work about the beginning of December 1868 and ceased working about the !
20th Jaouary last, on which date he was arrested’on & criminal charge, of which, as you are
aware, he was convicted and sentenced to two yea.ré’ imprisonment on the 11th April last. . You
'.“1 observe from the Memorandum of Agreement, dsted 215t December 1868, that the contract was - -
glven-accordmg to the rates only, and the contracfor was liable to & penalty of 5 per cent. on the .
rates if he failed to complete the work by 15t Aprii last: The contractor has not only failed to
complete the fohole of the work by that date, but bas only satisfactorily completed three small
masonry works out of about thirty-five, 8 miles of channel cut of about 33 miles, and 5 miles of tq,nk i
bunds out of about 30 miles. Now, whatever excuses the contractor may give for not having com- '
pleted some portions of the work, I submit that it is impossible to congeive any legitimate reason
for having 19 fb such a large quantity of work in an incomplete state ; and I shall proceed to show ™ -
that had the co..actor gone on in the same way as be began and continued to work during thefirst ...
acason, that is, up to October 1869, bo would have had no difficulty whatever in completing the |
work wit.hin the time allowed ; and that the delay i's'rdue solely to his disregard of repeated orders,
and to his attempts at introducing inferiot work in order that the work exccuted on this projegt;

’ m‘igbt not compare favourably with that executed by Mr. Colquhoun in the samerange.

- T will now proceed to state what I believe t bave been the true causes of delay,
oy memorandums in the mal‘gip in support of my‘ statements. . : - o T |
‘ o which date the valge of .- L

_ The work proceeded very satisfactorily until October 1869, up t e
. . " work executed was about 33 lacs of Rupees, and .= . .

R |

‘ I L . the expenditure had risen to Rupees 50,000 per

mensem. : In November 1869, I had to call the contractar's attention to the falling of in»tka“ o .I‘ ‘
rate of progress of the works, ’ he contractard 7RO  oiog oT RS

¢ the earthwork, and @ .

- co . ) hE ‘. » '
- Tn April and May 1870, 1 had to begin rejeoting considerable portions o pd .
o ) " the contractor still continued obstinately to resist . | -

and quots

) e
3

o

' b3 Lo " theorder for completin g the earthwork alregd; in’ ﬂ S
hand. From the commencement of the project up to this date not 3 single mile‘(ot‘i eigber tank Lo
: dn e

o ghannel had been completed, although the fullest instructions had been issue S
. During the next month the contractor suddenly roused himself and appeared willing to obey <" .
orders, and to show what he could do if be chose; he finished off five miles of tank bun@s and ome v
mile of channel within the month, and promised in futare to give no farther t;‘ogblg. N vI{nfortux. I
nately about August an enquiry commenced inf~"" " . ality of the werk executed by th%s con.
. tractor under Mr. Colquhoun, and e ‘o have made;ap ‘his‘m'md that his onlya

g \ o “'sm phig_proiset #ba=tTT e

chance of escapin~ - mrm T

.. compare fa” ..
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o

The consequence of the contractor’s resolution” was a wholesale rejection of his work and

L, H,‘I\ 0,?,Q, B, 5,T,T, W, X. materials, (vide memomndums noted in the
margin.) ‘

You will observe that I have always steadily refused to allow the contractor more time than

- that epecified in the Memorandum of A greement,

and ba®Zalways kept him well supplied with

B Tl U e NN .

1Y, %
4,E.

. charge of harsh treatment on my part.
i It isnot necessary for me to make a detailed statement of the way in which Rutna Moodelly
was recognised as a pa.rtner in the contract, as, I believe, you have a.Iready obtained an indemnity

gagamst his claims.

H No other individual, except Rutna Moodelly, was in any way recognised by me as a partner in

e et W g et

Raoavacharry s contract ; and all the contract certlﬁcates are signed V. Ragavacharry simply,

’aqd not V.'Ragavacharry and Co.
! We have then as reasons for taking the contract out of Raoava.charry 8 hands—

I (1.) The failure to comply with the conditions of the Agreement-—-exther to complete the whole

of the work by the 1st April 1871, or pay & penalty. .

; (2.) Stoppage of work by the contractor for about three months.
[ (3.) Continued attempts at introducing bad and inferior work.

‘ (4.) The contractor’s conviction on a criminal charge.
Copies of twenty-five of my memorandums to ¢
“ original petitions from the contractor. :
The contractor's arzecs Nos. 40 and 55,
* in Court, and it will take some time to .pro.cm;e‘ m
lrcpIxcs and I do not consider them of sufficient 1mp

’ thxs report until they are forthcoming.

i
referred toin my memor:mdums,‘l. K., ha.ve been ﬁled

them. Their tenor may be gathered from my
co to make it worth my while to delay

LI

"—"Z*-'v-ml

I
5. 10th July 1871, No. £813.

: LREON,
{ N__..—-———o. W T " OrperED to be recorde:ll wt;h refer-
| de mentlonc orders i—
] IRRIGATION, No. 1L once.to the uns;l '
/ 10 1.572, dated 13th Juze 1871.
; @. 0., No. 1,97 09od .

" 1,035, ” ; nh 1)

:,1 " 11710? _ 26th 5
(True Extract.) -
| 2 CoIoneI, R.E.,
| Secretary 10 Government.
geh Divisics:
A o3 Sepen 'atendiod Ergineehs
o b ACHER T

~ work ; and you are aware that he has utterly
failed to substantiate, in any one instance, hif

he contractor are formarded berewith and two .
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