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I’roceedings of the Madias Government: Public 13 ariment,
14th June 1871. © - - . - <

%
S,

Read the following papers :—

No. 214. From the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, to the Secretary to -

Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 17th April 1871,
No. 148.

I¥ my letter No. 3,078, dated 27th October 1870, 1 re.ported to Government
that the Mailcoopum high level tank had been l.)reached in the stormy weather
in October last, and promised to send fqrther 'partx.culzfrs at a.n ei}rly date, but have
not been akle to do so befure owing to a magisterial investigation that has taken
place, a8 Licutenant . Brockman suspected that the bteac.h t-o the .tank was caused
by certain villagers cutting the bund. The report on this investigation was only
received in this office on the 3?th March 1871. I have now .the honour to report
to Government the following circumstances with regard to this tank,

2 Government in G. 0., No. 3,759, of 2nd December 1868, sanctioned an
estima.te for Rupees 6,320 for the restoration of the Mailcoopum high level reser-
ir in the ; . .
;l:cgman, the Range Officer. It consisted chiefly in making a bund 400 fect in
1 :xwth and 51 fect in height, and forming a calingulah in an adjacent saddle, ths
ere:t of the calingulah being 42 feet above the bed of the stream. This work was
c N

finished in October 1870. "
On the 18th of October Lieutena.nt Brockman visited the tank and found
all secure, and the new bund showed no sign of weak‘ness except the revetment to
r bund it slippec forward owing to the swelling of the new earth and the
b reaf ls of rain; but Licutenant Brockman did not consider any danger from
he.avy lz)lurinr' the night of the 19th a heavy fall of rain occurred, being 4'80 inches
i h Wﬂtero 1 the tank was raised to 38 feet above bed.  Again on the 20th there
e t.? ;l moro of rain,and the water rose gradually to 41 feet above bed, or within
was 1 me the top of the calingu lah ; this was at dusk on the 21st, and at 9 p.y. op
one foot °,n the bund breached. When Lieutenant Brockman visited the tanl; on
e eve}?lthge bund appeared all right except as explained, and when the maistry ang
thel Siisited on the following days everything scemed sound and strong,
lasc’ai' A guard ¥° kept on th'e bund as it was alreo d): reported that the inhap;.
ts of Chenganathau, whose village and lzfnds were being swamped by the risip .
e intended to cut the bund to save their property ; but the night in quest;
v stormy O and the guard appears not to have kept a good watch, on
 was® Vi:);nce of any thing to account for the breaching, I am inclined to
o t}lllel,?cjtenant Brockman that the bund was cut.
5. Lieutenant Brockman wrote to the §ub-Collect?r for an en quiry,
M. gistrate, on the evidence given, convicted certain persons of the
Sub-Mag it came before the Sub-Collector he reversed the sentence, v.nd
but whens no reliable evidence to convict, and even if that they had ¢yt
:1}:2:(21:; were perfectly justified in doing so. |
g. From the papers o the subject, and from levels since taken
: rt of the lands belonging to the village of Chengana
ihe water stood at the calingulah level, the village

’ and,
elil;-\'u
wit
and tj,q
Oﬂ.(}nce :
Baid t}lat
the buud

y 18 app(‘ars

that the greater P2 ‘
itself being

be swamped when

North Arcot District, and the work was proceeded with under Lieutenant
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.~ e Madras .Government, Pz‘b'
Proceedzz‘“_ ’ 14tk June 1871.

. flow over the
igher ground becoming an island, and if 6 feet of water were to flo
calingulah the village would be entirel

I

y under water ; so under these circumstances,
am not surprised if the bund was cat purposely.

: iman

7. In the original sanctioned estimato prepared by Lleutcnl.mf'«l 13502[1:::6 c;

approved of by the late Colonel Anderson and by the Collef:tor, wll? tlank & qos

into the full revenue statements of profit and loss by the making of this tl, Vo

not seem that the subject of compensation for loss of lands.submerged, ((171‘ ]f e(ilther

tion of moving the village to a safe place, ever entered into the heads o R
Lieutenant Brockman or the C«»llector, and I think Lieutenant Brockman is P

. rom the
ticularly to blame for not pointing this out ; nor did the Collector deduct from
additional revenue the revenue of the subinerged lands,

. - as
8. Now comes the question whether this tank should be reformed ; and
itis in admirable site Ia

m prepared to recommend to Government that it should
be so.

- 9. The cost of the tank now reported as breached was Rupees 6,256, and
Lieutenant Brockman considers that the breach

at bottom

uilt for about Rupees 4,000, plus,
say, Rupecs 1,000 for compensation and remo
making g tota] cos

val of the village of Chenganatham,
t of Rupees 11,256, The additiong] revenue is estimated at
Rupees 804, which will be 7 per ceat. in pl

Pblace of 1375 Per cent. expected when
the ﬁrs‘t Project was sanctioned.,
From Lieutenant R, R, E. BROCKM
intending Engineer, 4th D
No. 367. i
In Teturning the plang ang estimates for the reconstructiop

! of the Mailecoopum hi
. Treservoir, whic

1 Survey,

1 Plan,

PPan adum No. 3,078 dated 930 uitimo, 1 have
111:;:::.“' the ‘honoyp to offer the following explanations
] a0d remarks UPon the memorandum No. 68,
dated 17th ultimo, from the Chief Engineer for Irrigation —

ch level

(=4

. o-
accompanied your mem

were decideq upon mainly with a view to
able limitg

Lagree that they are too steep,
for the front ang 2 to 1 for 1.;116
al, it will be seen that by adopting
Pees 2,530 to Rupees 3,208. It
of one yard behing the stone revet-
. 1 the contre of the bund will tend
. ent a,ny )’lelding of the earth beh'md the revetment.
ction three yards have boep left bet

: of
g Pth of wagep o bund frop 45 to 42 fwe:n the high water level and top
3. Asthe rock is of | = leet,

Mestone i
one yard thicknegg is considered " ‘l“aht.y, 1 Rupee per ¢
ThoTe, consequent op the

o f nt. Agyy
€ring ¢ the Lo

fhereased ang the averag " o b

Yery possibly Prove more

4 With 45 feet of

d for approv
been rajg
is purposed to lay in gravel, battered anq ram

ed from Ru
h o med, for 5 thicknegg
ment, and this, with the additiona] Support

Yo give, it is considered wi

the masony wall §
1 effectually prey y .

ubie yard for the upper St“at‘m} oi;
¢ calingulay, has now to be lowered 3 fee

will
¢ estimatg a4 the lower stratum of rock

. . Wate!‘ at the bun oOwine tcr.spread
3 of but limjteq extent, being Just over )¢ a 25:213: ::::P e ey, the v ’

towest, 1f the suggestion M

. n
vel of tank, the item of blasting has be? .

.

=
£
\

VoL BNSa
L for comp®

fo . p 9

-

w eased by 12 feet,. the
. y t.he ot bur:ld'r;he::;yitie(\:;eful effect mat;;:]]oyf
- “were adopted, an rtailed by at lca:st one-t nbl,stim o el oot e d
parag.rap f the tank would be cn d for in the estimate by bla r;,mph atol at the sadlo o
C?p?m't{] 3 T e, pmv"‘iee very spob indicated in thls. parag ith forwarded for approval,
S}lle z‘;ﬁ :n'the I - atthe alterations referred to above is herew:
inge
5. Anestimate embodying

f the project
ith the original documents 0
together Wi

No. 104. ion
. L'rl' aLion.
‘ote by the Acting Clief Engincer for imateq mossting b
No. 215- o y1868 Government sanctioned esti ’
‘ d December )
Ox the 2p

of the
k, situated on one
ilcoopum tank, itional revenue
ion of the Mai s it e the addition:
6.320, for the restol"tltli(r’1 the North Arcot DIStrtlc;”upees 804, The work,
. u
eesfe;del‘s of the Chey aﬁz’;’r ed tank was estlmzt,ed ; cutting an escape througg
minor from the res s e the bund, an -as complete
ived fro b, raising f the bund was
to be de”losing the old bre“(fm’au hill at the south enflz the heavy xains of that
namely;ofle saddle beyond Z swas acain breached during
a limes d the bun =
ber, an -
last Octo

bove
ter up to 45 feet (a
v d was constructed to hold water up
month. -
' store
. ,9, The re

and top of bund at the 51

111 of escape being at the 42. tfe:t1 sa;,undl that greater part of

{ stream), the sill ; ¢ when the tank vﬁlled 1 Hoy. wers swamped when the

bed 0 espectively 5 bu lace higher up the va y’osed el tank level and

feet 1eve15 l‘:: Cpenganﬁtham! a V}l nos feot below the 1')1‘(1)1) been since ascertained

g ?' o wag st MO e gh the escape, and'lt last nk surface rose 6 feet
water sur d‘cvater tad passii ;hm;?rel y under water if the ta

befort 203 e jtself would be e
o

. scape. iginal project, is to
ol of the sill of fhe officer who drew utl,’ntl‘zrfzﬁ, pro;)osed W’orks;
. ut?nant Brockma“,ntion to this when reporti 1? nits of the Water-spread
3 Llet having drawn at‘:e ntour levels the exact lut tained that the landg
no . CO 2 u~ a.SCGr
e for aty 10 determmessg{)le Jevel, and hav.mg thi:s,elf be rendered uninhabis.
 at the highesiposubmerged and the vxllagg have provided in his estimate
of th}e ';a:anatham Wou};teg the facts in his rei)lor.t; alzn ds, and for being turned oyt
c Cl = .
of Ch ashould have s .ots for the loss of th ds that the breach shouald be again
able, he g the r)l Wilkieson recommen 3 be found that it woylq bo
:» homes. Colone ried out. Perhaps it ;}?Ze the highest water surface
of their ‘1 the project car to a lower level, an Pl ds cIt appears L
e ands.
closed ant t down the escap art of the Chenganaﬂ;amtriﬂin" worl
petter tO 0“1 w the greater P ut for the sake of such a g .
¢z belo illage o
of tank ‘ a Viliag®

Rup

plame fo p
it was hls

tin

ardly

to turn Signed)  J. G. RYVES, (?aptain, RE,
worth\vhlle - (d1g Acting Clief Engineer Sor Irrigattio;z_
’ (G CORGE, ~
* Forr ST 87l. - _
“1st May

S erinteﬁding Engineer, 4th Division, to the
he dDup
From t

Public Works Department,! dated Madras,.
No. 2186. Government, u
to .
1871, No. 591.

¢ 871, calling for furthey
f the 5th May 1871, call
memoli:,ﬂd;ln;t?out the B‘[ancoopuml hlgh IQVEI tank
t Brockma o

-

Ix reply to

mformation
£ ‘om Lieutenal
T

» I hayg the
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Proceedine
ceaings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department

e 14th June 1811,

honour to forward his reply

c by which it wi .
tion did not escape his atten y which it will be seen that the subject of compensa-

. ti

which I have now seen f }mn’ buf: that he wrote to the Sub-Collector a letter

with what I was led ¢ lg)r .t 1e first time, though I was furnished by the Collector

from the last port] 0 elle"i‘e was the whole correspondence. It will be seen
portion of Lieutenant Brockman’s letter that the compensation

appears to |
: 1ave been properly left out, because, if deducted from the expected gain,

1t would have .
shown that the gains would have been too small to have any chanco

Of the 1 : .
sckeme being sanctioned for execution.

FTOm Licutenant R .
' in ten;ﬁn‘ RE E BROCI\MAI.‘T,. R. E., Executive Engincer, Vellore Range, to the Super-
ing Engineer, 4th Division, dated Vellore, 11th May 1871, No. 54.

Wir
omitting to aseertal ’ 7 re z%ry to Government, dated 5th instant, calling for my reasons for
recto in and record what would be the water-spread of the Mailcoopum tank when
red, I have the honour to inf ; fe shown
original plan for the postorstion of orm you that the water-spread of the tank ie shown 1n the
plan by my own hands. . W, ion of the tank, anc% was accurately contoured and laid down in that
ot pontioa ot g 3. With regard to. my omission to record the amount of water-spread and
fored g out the fact of the submersion of the lands to the Collector, I have the honour to
rwar herewith copy of my letter, No. 140, dated 16th June 1868, to the Sub-Collector of the
District upon the subject, from which it will be seen that I informed that officer that 40 cawnies
of land (the area of the delineated water-spread on plan) would be submerged. I would just
mention here that, if compensation were paid for the submerged lands, the profit to Government

would have stood at so low a figure that there is very little probab‘xlitj that the project would have ,

* Leen sanctioncd for execution.

————————

From the Executive Enginecr, Vellore Range, to the Acting Sub-Collector, North Arcot, dated
Vellore, 16th June 1868, No. 140.

No. 242, with its enclosures, herewith returned, I have the honour
to state that the village of Chenganatham is
distant from the tank bund of Mailcoopum tank
. about 400 yards, and not 50 yards as stated in
petitioners’ Arzee, dated 12th February last. Their village will not be submerged, and only about
41) cawnies of land or thereabouts will be laid under water when the tank is full. By the retention
of water in the tank the 1and lying above the water line will be greatly benefited, and what is now
punjah might then be easily converted into nunjah cultivation. That the land and wells lying in
the neighbourhood, that is about 800 yards distant westwards from the bund, will be flooded, is
true enough, but once let the bund be constructed, spring water will abound in the valley , d
may be obtained T doubt not at but a few feet from the surface. » All cultivators and puttah hy,h;l .
in the bed of any tank, *¢Shikast” through it should be, ought to be made awar thp;l ha' tenure
of their lands are only temporary. Land in the bed of old tanks is particularl ie' i af ]t - temﬂ:e
vators in the same could recoup themselves for any expenditure incurred b i ru'lt e e
space of time that others cultivating in ordinary lands could d Tithe fhom tn one-balf tho
g o. Ilitherto the Chenganatham

Ix reply to your letter,

Ope Tabsildar's Arzee, No. 90, with four enclosures.

villagers have enjoyed their good things, and it is but fair that the Mailcoopum villazers should
Zers shou

now have their turn, geeing that they have been deprive ir v

near?g %Ofyéars. 1 ma.y remark, in conclusion, thatpno cg;:ertz:tizst;:roli:(? elrb e ey

g::;;rfo ug:r ;:dtixe ésmmate for repairs of the tank. I would suggest thatstlllxeml‘::fiezd thh?tb;en

hith el 0 o.vermfzent year by year from the to-be-submerged lands be laid N
ailcoopum lands, which will benefit by the construction of the reservoir e e
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
'~ 14th June 1871.

No. 217,
| IRRIGATION, No. 13.

- of the tank 8

ORDER THEREON, 14th June 1871, No. 1,592..

_ Inthereport now submitted the Super-
‘intending Engineer of the 4th Division
furnishes full particulars of the circum-
gtances under which the breach in the lately restored tank at Mailcoopum occur-
red, and states that he has come to the conclusion that the inhabitants of Chenga-
the lands of which are within the water-spread of the tank as

patham, a village, . !
restored, seeing their fields swamped and their village surrounded by water which,

already within a fow feet of their dwellings, was still rapidly rising, cut the bund.
9, The Government see no reason to question the correctness of the conclu-

¢ which Colonel Wilkieson has arrived, and it isto be regretted that a work

sion a .
attended with guch injurious results should ever have been carried out.

3, It appears'that when the proposal to restore this tank vwas submitted.for
consideration was not given to the question what would be the effect

above of holding up water in the restored tank at a level several feet
which it was formerly retained in the old tank, and that the point

was noteven alluded to in the papers laid before Government.

4, His Excellency the Governor in Council cannot but regard this omis-
sion as discreditable. There has been a want of eare on the part of all the officers
y ot having ascertained what extent of cultivated land fell within the

concerned in I o _ ; )
water-Spread'Of the restored tank, and it 1s probable that had.complete information

on this point been laid before: Government the project would not have been
s_a,nctioned. '
5. With regard to the proposal to restore the breach and-carry out the pro.

designed, due compensation being made to the village of Chen-

* ranatham, the Government will probably concur with the Acting Chief Engineer

Vin thinking that the work should be carried outin such a way that the water-spread
o

hould not submerge any of the arable land of the village above.

¢. The Government would like to have before them an estimate of cost of
;e.construction as before Sanctioned,in.cluding the compensa.tion to !)e paid for arable
land to be submerged, and also an estimate of the alternative project in which the
’wg,ter’SPread should not submerge any arable land, the r\etums 150 be expected being

ehown in each case.

-

ganction, due
on the village
above that at

ject as originally

(True 7Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,

Seeretary to Government.

ending Engineer, 4th Division.

To the Superin _ ot
Acting Chief EngineeT for Irrigation,
: Bevenue Depariment.
& Exd, S, T. Avgustin- ‘
b Wy S‘_‘;L“'—;""‘""““ e, 24 ’V}/ﬂ’// (ﬂ”’ P PRV A v b Sl ‘/’""V*- re T = B ) .
b 7 o ) . \/é il 72772
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