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" Proceedings of the Mcdras Government, Public Wors, ———
" 8th June 1871. * Department,

P

No. 116. Read the following letter from the Acting Cousulting Engincer for
Railways, to the Secrctary to Government, Public Works Deb

: Partment,
"dated Madras, 17th May 1871, No. 221 :— en

“wira reference to G. O., No. 1,123, of the 21st April 1871, I have the honour
to forward letter No. 289, of the 10th instant, in which the Agent and Manager of
the Madras Railway expresses his opinion in support of that given by the Chief

. Enginecr, that it 'would not be advisable to purchase such articles as girders and
furn-iables from other Indian Railways. | :

., 2. The Government of India attach much importance to the utilization, of
‘ sﬁrplus stores in their letter of the 5th April 1871, No. 632, and of the articles

entered in the indent therein, marginal]j

" » Vide G. 0., No. 57, of 9th January 1871 detailed, there are girders# and zinc
f ow e ,, 85, of 12th ,, » . .
L sheets in store at Bombay, and carriage

turn-tablest at Calcutta.

‘

3.. The objections of the Railway officers %xre, that the girders and turn-tables
will not have been tested and approved by the Company’s Consulting Engineer in

' England; also that there would be no securit.y as regards pacl.cincng and the arrival

of the stores in complete condition. The girders are the principal item, and as

the designs of masonry works on the I?Iellgh?rry branch line woubld have to be

JJtered to suit the different lengths of girders in store at .Bombayz 1t. is necessary .

that {Ls Chief 'Engincer should be informed of the precise do’scvrlptlon of girder

that 18 offered to him.

‘4. From conversation with the Chief .E.ng'inecr, I also understand that he
would not be gatisfid with any iron work re.cewed from anot-her Conipany, without
oing through the process of testing ; no prices have been given of the stores, and
gird:rs would have to ke conveyed over the line upward's of 1,000 miles from Bombay
to Coimbatore, against 302 miles from M.a.dras to Coimbatore, or 105 miles from
Beypore to Coimbatore. Thus therfa will be z'xt lea?t 750 miles of additional
carriage by rail, or at the average tariff rate f(fl‘ iron girders, namely, 16 Pies per
ton per mile oD the Madras Railwa?r, a charge of Rupees 93-12-0 per ton, Again,
tum.tables are of different descriptions; they are made‘up of many parts, so as to
: o careful arrangement in being taken out of store; and at present nothing
red™ Lose in Calcutta, as to the manufacturer, the time they have been

- known of ¢ cutta, ‘ ‘
;;sept in store, or the condition in which they may now be.

5. Mr. Going thinks it most desirable ?hat there should be an interchange
1i t; petween the Railway Companies, showing the surplus stores available ; and
of 19 ware of the Madras Railway having more than once, within the last few
I @1 > Writteh to obtain stores from Bombay ; if then there is no absolute neeegsit
nmn’shS,Madmé Railway to take the girders and turn-tables, but if they may be
for thet :1to use hereafter in some of the Bengal or Bombay Lines, I would submit,
?rollti}; :onsidefﬁﬁon of the Government, that the indent on England for these
or )

les m8Y be"'passed; the zine sheets only being omitted, as procurable gt
artic , : '

Bombay- ’ : : ‘ .
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PusLic Works Derarrvest,
Forr St. GroraE, 84 June 1871,
No. 118. ”
No. 1,543,
To

Tae SECRETARY 10 tHE GOVERNMENT or IN DIA,
PusLic Works DeparTMENT.,

Sir,—Adverting to your letters noted
in the margin, I am directed to forward
the accompanying correspondence on
the subject of the utilization of surplus

RAILWAY, No. 13.

No. 1,850-R., dated 24th November 1870,
2,059-R., ,, 22nd December
632-R., »» Oth April 1871,

i3}

. tion of the Neilgherry branch line, and
I am to invite the attention of the Government of India to the decided expression

of the views of the Railway officers on the subject of receiving such articles ag
girders and carriage turn-tables without the Compan}.r’s Consulting Enginfeer having
an opportunity of subjecting them to such a test. as is usually employed in th.e case
of iron work purchased in England under the direction of the B(.)ard3 and W}thout
a guarantee of the completeness and quality .of the stores. I?avmg in view thes:e
objections and the adverse circumstances pointed out by Major Prendejrgas.t, His
Excellency the Governor in Council trusts that the Government of India will, on

consideration, see the expediency of sanctioning the indent on England for all -
re-

' the articles included therein, except zinc sheets, which it is proposed to draw from

the excess stores at Bombay.

9. The suggestion of the Acting Chicf Engineer regarding the interchange

f lists of surplus storés on Railways appears worthy of adoption, and I am
: recommend the matter to the consideration of the Government of India,
0

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant.

Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government,

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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