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Proceedmrr.r of the Madras Government, Public lVor/:s Departmeﬁt,'
_ 30¢h .May 1871. "+ 7 .

. No. 518. - Read the folk)wmcr letter from the Supermtendmrr Encrineer 2nd -’
. Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department
‘ dated Camp at Ventraprawada R4th April 1871, Na. 7 :— :

; In reply to G. 0., No. 1 46] 15th June 1870, I have the honour to observe -
:' - that Colonel Winscom appears to have | 3
. One Estimate. + been mistaken as to the construction of

f the Great Vortuern Road, between the 33rd and 62nd miles from Madras. o 3

N

¢

; 2. The surface is even now in fair order for ordinary slow traﬂic but it 1 1s

merely superficial, and in wet weather the thin coat of gravel is cut throuvh and :

¢ the carts work in the natural soil below. I have reason to believe that this slighter :

! section was made under the idea that the road would be relieved of much traffic |

: by the excavation of the East Coast Canal, an expectation which is, I fear likely to ;

be realized omy when the canal is carned to Nellore.’ : :

? 3. Here and there, where the soil was partlculal ly bad, rough- stone pavements

; appeared to have been laid ; but as the surface wore off and they cropped up they -

}' }*ave been broken up, in some years past, into metalling, and there is now no ¢
fuundatlon ; rapid traffic will speedily destroy these weak places and damage the .

¢ road generally

<
i

) T4 1 have o;one into the estimates carefully with the Range Ofﬁcer.

5 Mr. Lyon, Assistant E Snginecr, has measured the distances from the several
. quarries himself, and has consequently been able to reduce the estimate by Rupecs |
: 13,500 ; but I believe it w1ll be necessary to expend the amount now asked for 1f
thls road is to carry trz!fﬁc ‘with greater facxhty than it does now. :

‘ ’ K i r
- No. 519. OzpEr THEREON, 30th May 1871, No. 1,471,

i
)

In requesting, sanction in Mav‘
’ CIVIL WORKS, No. 46. 1870 to an estimate of Rupecs 1,13,500.
for remetalling and oravelhng that -
/portion of the Great Northern Road from Madras-to Caleutta which lies between :
: the 32rd and 62nd miles in the Nellore District, the Superinténding Engineer of
-the 2nd Division represented that its surface was so broken up that it was not:
" possible to place it in a state of repair with the aid of the maintenance allowance, -
¢ Cons1dcrmrr this descrlptlon of the condntlm of the line to be entirely at vananee
i with that given by the late Supermtendmcr Euﬂmcer, Lieutenant-Colonel Winscom, -
‘on the occasion of his submitting in October 1868 the estimate of Rupees 2,42 1°0
fdr completing for rapid wheel traffic the scction of the Trunk Road in the N ellore
Dlstrxet and looking to the assurance given by that Officer that the estimate was -
scomplete in all respects and would ,not require to be supplemented hereafter,
sexcept for certain bridges, thie Government remarked that they 'werc at a loss to :
‘understand how the road in question was allowed, within so short a period, to fall
'lmto such a state of dlqrepmr as to require its surface to be remetalled at so heavy 4
Sau outlay as Rupees 1,13, 500, and they accordingly directed the estimate for .-
éthat amount to' be returned to the Superintending Engineer, with instructions .
{to resubmit it, if necessary, at a more favourable opportumty and with full °
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, 7

30th May 1871. ;

2. In compliance with these orders Colonel Moberly now forwards the esti-
mate in question, but slightly reduced in amount, the sum now asked for being
Rupees 1,00,000 against Rupees 1,13,500 as originally proposed, and states that
the surface of the road between the 33rd and 62nd miles in the Nellore District,

R AW SN

though in good order and in a fit condition for ordinary slow traffic, is merely .

superficial, and is in wet weather so much cut through that carts have to work in
the natural soil below., No reasons are, however, assigned for giving so slight
a section to the surface of the part of the line in question, but the Superintending
Engineer believes that this must have been done under the impression that much
of the traffic on the road would be drawn away by the East Coast Canal, an
expectation which, in his opinion, can only be realized after the extensmp of

the canal to Nellore.

3. The question
which passes through the District of Nellore will be recommended for considera-

|

!

tion to the Local Fund Board of the Circle, in connection with the appropriation J‘

of the grant from Provincial Funds awarded to that Circle. {
(True Extract.)

of remetalling the portion of the Great Northern Road

Colonel, R.E,,

Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineer, 2nd Division. ‘ o
»» Controller of Public Works Accounts. 2
»»  President of the Local Fund Board in Nellore. /

Exd. 8. T. Augustia,
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