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DProcecdings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Deparement,
25th May 1871.

Read the following letter from the Acting Consulting Engineer for
Railways, to the Sccrefary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 9th May 1871, No. 201 :—

At the request of the Postmaster
General I have the honour to submit
tl.e enclosed correspondence for the
consideration and orders of Government,
' Colonel Pears is desirous to know whether in the event of an interruptidn
in railway communication, cither owing to an accident or to the non-completion
of a bridge, the mails are to be carried across the river at the cost and responsi-
bility of the Railway Company or of the Postal Department.

Tlne Agent of the Madras Railway qudtes Clause 20 of the Contract, and
argucs that tho responsibility of the 'Company is confined to the conveyance of the
mails by railway only, and that the Company does not therefore accept the

responsibility of carrying the mails across the Cheyaur, or any other river when
railway communication is destroyed ; but Mr. Elwin adds that the Company will,

at all such times, afford the Postal Department all the assistance in their power.

Colonel Pears, on the other hand, points out that the Government of India have
‘ : alrcady decided in their Proceedings

» Vide G.O., No..2,461, dated ‘.Ith August 1866. dated 6th July 1866,* that in the case
of a mail train meeting with an accident it will be the duty of the Company to
" nse all rcasonable means for carrying on the mails, just as for conveying passengers

.

No. 438.

Letter from Agent, Madras Railway, No. 1,093,
dated 23rd March 1871,

Do. from Postmaster General, No. 7,878-4,632,
dated 27th March 1871,

and goods.
2. I myself agree in opinion with the Postmaster General that a wider

meaning is to be given to the responsibility of the Railway Company than that
;nstanced by the Governrent of India in paragraph 16, nafnely, a mail train
mecting with an accident. I would consider also thaf; the Railway Cofnpﬂny is
responsible for the transit tlxrougll of the mails, 50 t}mt in the case of an interrup-
tion on the line, which is a railway contingency, 1t 1s the (%uty ?f the Compafly to
use all rcasonable means for carrying on the mails. Likewise, as the Railway

responsible for tho transit ¢hrough, the rez}sonable means for carrying

Company i . . .
on the mails will be the transfer of the mails across the interrupted portion of

the line. - .
Trains at present run through the-beds of the Cheyaur and Huggory rivers ;

it is hoped that communication may be kcpt.up at the former, b‘y temporarily
pridging the gap between the piers .and the lsl,and. abutment ; but.the Huggry
river will probably be in flood within a month’s tlfne, and boa_ts musf; then be
resorted to for the conveyauce of passengers and mails, as the bridge will not be

finished. ’

o Postmaster General, to the Consulting Engincer for Railways, dated Madras, 27th March
1871, No. 7,578-4,632. 4
Uxpre instructions from the Director General of the Tost Office I have the honour to submit

following question for the decision of the Madras Government. .
2 'The Madras Railway being open for traffic hetween Madras and Raichore and between

y and Bellary, in the event of the passage of trains over the Cheyaur and the Huggry rivers
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S." d s J. " \ -
(Signe ) C\RPENDALL, Colrm(-l, R.l-:.,
To the Acting Consulting '

S“‘"Clarr - cnd.
Engineer for Railwsys, ¥ to Gorernment?
»» Public Department.

Ixd. S. T. Augustin,
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