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DProceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ 3rd May 1871.

No. 54, Read the following letter from the Acting Superintending Engineer,
8th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madura, 24th April 1871, No. 228 —

I navE the honour, in forwarding the accompanying letter from Major Payne,
Executive Engincer, first class, reporting his departure from the division, on the
18th instant, on six months’ leavé on private affairs, to bring to the prominent
notice of Government the very important services which that officer has rendered
to the Government, as well as to this division, 1n exposing the fraudulent practices
canicd on with impunity for so long a time by Mr. Colquhoun, late Sub-Lngineer,
and Ragavachary, lute Contiactor, in this department, and by means of which,
as 1t 18 beheved, the public revenue has becn plundered by those two individuals
to an almost 1ncredible extent. .

2. As much obloquy has been atteoinpted in certain quarters to be thrown
on Major Payne, while prosecuting the 1nvidious and disagreeable duties entailed
upon him in upholding and vindicating on the occasion in question the 11_1te1ests
of Government, I think it only my duty to bring the matter thus prominently fo
notice.

From Major G. M. PAYN E, Executive Engineer on special duty, to the Acting Superintending
« Engineer, 8th Division, dated Thocramkurisy, 19th April 1871.
I 5avE the honour to report my departure from the division on the 18th instant, to avail
myself of the six months’ furlough granted 1n Fort Sawnt George Gazetle of the 28th ultimo.

.

No. 54a. Orper THEREON, 3rd May 1871, No. 1,227,

Tre Government recognize the
important services rendered by Major
Payne in bringing to notice the grave
malversations perpetrated by the late Sab-Engineer Colquhoun, anfl desire that
their approval of Major Payne’s conduct in the performance of a painful duty be

communicated to that officer.

ESTABLISHMEN T, No. 4.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R. E,,
Sceretary to Qovernment,

To the Acting Superintending Engincer, 8th Division,
To Major G. 3L Payne,

?xi E. C. Shunker;
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