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No 20. Read the following Endorsement } 6(’»3 Acting Superintending  Eng:-

ncer, 8th Division, datu1 Madura, 3{‘!; iknl 1871, No 31 —

From the Superintendent of Operat.ons, Paum/‘_f tojthe Superintending Engineer,

8th Division, ¢o¢e2 T aumben, 22nd Ded xmfer 1870, No. 44

IN compliance with your instructions as conveyedd in memorandum No 2,482,
13th December 1870, at the foot of Government Proceedynes No 1 ,924, 3rd Decem-
ber 1870, I have the honour to report that I yesterda )l\iiided over the schooner
Lidth to Tindal Meerancunnee, who on two occasions of her'® ~:.g sent to Tuticorin
took charge of her,

2. With reference to Captain II Richardson’s remarks, as conveyed 1n para-
graph l‘of his letter No. 32, 10th October 1870, I have the honour to report that to
the best of my judgment I have done what I could for her preservation.  QOn every
occasion that rain occurfed, as soon as weather permitted, her sails were loosed to the
{ull, and when th, rajg had fully cleared away they were loosed out till thoroughly
dried, and then clewed up. Before the commencement of every north-east monsoon,
since I have been jn charge of the works, the whole of her sails were remoyed from her,
a.nd after bemng thoroughly aired were stowed in a dry godown of the fort , occa-'
sionally, when weatler permitted, they were taken out and aired.

3. Regardmg theso sailg they are the same that were fitied to her in the carly

part of 1866 ; prior to my arrival, the canvass of which they were made was
mudewed whep new,

4 Regardmg No water ever having been thrown on her decks, this 1s equally

Incorreet, prior to tlq reduction in my establishment a lascar always slept en
board at night anq cleaned her before leay ing in the morning, but since that date
(May 16th, %870). I have not been able to spare a man for this purpose, as out of three
lascars one is constantly in attendance at the fort and two only remain for the out
duties of -the works, Noththstanding she was occasionally cleancd, althouch atan
m.com'emence, this for the purpose of cleanliness. I was not aware that beyond
this 1t wag essentially Necessary for preservation, otherwise I would have done 50,
although it would have had to be done at a very great inconvenience and would
have pressed heavxly on the lascars; the loose small stores were then removed
from her and Placed 1n the fort,

o. R‘-’garding there having been no crew or care-taker attached to ber, I need
not revert to the correctness of this being well known to you,

6. Regm ding the cha ge of neglect, you, Su, aro well aware I have no funds at
my disposal for Any repairs, and that her 1epaiis have to be attended to at Tuticorin
In my letter No 56, Sth January 1869, to your office, as likewise in letter No 50,
20th January 1869, to the Superintendent of Pearl Banhs at Tuticonin, I pointel
out the urgent necessity there then existed for repairs to her sails, hull, and rigging
yet with all ¢l she was returned at the latter end of May 1869 to this station
without any materig] repairs having been effected, they only consisted of her
being indlﬂ'erently painted wlite, her main shrouds and some other minor ropes
removed and otherg not quite so old, and rattan being placed 1n their steald , what
spare sails she had were removed from ler, and she was supplied with a new red
ensign. I am not aware of 1, c1use of her not being properly repaired or whether
it arose from fands not being availuble, but what funds there were, were and are
at that poit, and not g4 thisy therefore she ought in that case to have biey, kept
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