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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
: 16th January 1871. ‘ :

- . . Read the following letters :— - = SRR
No. 246. = From the Acting Superintending Engineer, Ist Division, to the
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Dowlaish-
: ' weram, 5th December 1870, No. 3,054, e,

ADVERTING to G O. of the 31st October last, No. 2,591, I have the honour

| Lo to observe Mr. Sage, as far as I am
00 1 Survey of river, !

.. ) : *1 Cross Section.
1 H . . 1 Statement

*In a separate cover.

4 a - of tho 27th Septeﬁber 186‘9, No. 244, are

aware, never furnished any . estimateg
for improvements to Cocanada harbour
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The estimates of his referred to ip G. 0.
for improvements to the Cocanada river
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1 only, and are so described by Mr. Dalry

{1 with the above G.-0., and as such I treat
any scheme for the improvement of th
. manner, be looked upon as
" _improvements,

mple in paragrsph 6 of his letter, printeq
ed them ; they form, of course, an item ip
e port, but cannot, except in a very wide
providing even in the simplest manner for harboyy

_ 2. Ihaveon former occasions
plated to be executed by these estima
- and I would again beg to recommen
though I have never been able to see
the locality, I am convineed the

expressed an opinion that the works conteﬁ.
tes would be a very great present convenijenc
d some of them should be put in han

the estimates ; but from personal inspection of
works are necessary for the well-be

. ing of the
! : undertake to say there is now any probability
of any land reclaimed being sold s0 as to reimburse the Government, byt | have
no doubt the- port dues might be i eturn for the out.
lay, but of this more by and by. , ' )
. "3. Reverting for the present to Mr, Dal-ymple’s letter, paragraph 4 that
Officer sets down Rupees 20,609 as the item for dredging, and considers the O’ut]a
proposed as very large. Government, in paragraph 2 of the G, O, under re ]y
are of opinion that no permanant advantage is to be gained by dredging the E g
.~ In general, as far as-I am aware, dredging operations to.be yge fulomust 11‘..
performed periodically when necessary at all; few localities afford gyep advanty .
7 that when work .of this kind has been once done it will not .be requireq tooss
3 repeated, and no such permanent results can be even hoped for at the mouth of 8
- tidal creek discharging into a bay receiving the waters of one of the largest 5 a
the country, and conveying at certain seasons an enorroug quantity of g4,
decidedly of opinion that dredging here is absolutely necessar
¢ be performed by an establishment maintained for the PUrpose, so gy, pos
trained to the work theresultsare then likely to be the most economical, The ein
asked for is probably too large to incur for one season’s work, which, afte Sum
would have to be done again ; but I would recommend the work beine tal, r a.ll
hand for two or three years, to ascertain what sum 1is required on an a?fera(,en In
this most essential operation. ' . S 2age fop
. 4. Theitem of Rupees 18,667 for  rough stone for pitching to new gro :
This I suppose forms a portion of the work referred to as Item No, 1 for « rem)’ ne.s, ’
and repacking the south groyne;” this work is, as Mr. Dalrymple says, eSBen:-vmg :
necessary, and why it has never been completed I cannot find out, *“ltla]]
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roceedings of the Madras Goternment, I'ublic Works Departmerh

16tk January 1871. e

9. The wharf or landing
out of our Boat License Fund?

be applied for the general purpo

L paid for
place referred to in paragraph 7 should be par‘e ot
This is a purely Local Fund, and ghould, the

ses and requirements of the District.

6. The . . menu
above constitute, so far as I am able to gather, the improve pot i8

the river .
any Wayptr::;did f:or by Mr. Sage's estimates, and it will be scenfﬂ‘ey:: to tbe
. . 0 1m " acces
‘hlppmg in it prove the harbour, but only the means ©
T. sio {he
00nditionlz}nv: de.lay ed replying on this subject, as [ was anxious to 83“':{ po¥
z to transn:'te Tiver bed after the extraordinary floods of this ﬂ‘“"’n; . actiod of
i 1 . . . c
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
16th Jauuary 1871. :

11. I trust, under the explanations now afforded, the Government will be
pleased to sanction these river improvements being proceeded with at once. I
have not ventured to enter again into the matter of the harbour, though my opinion
thereon remains unchanged ; but as I said before to work this out in any complete
form requires the consideration of many points into which it is not at present
possible to enter, whereas the river works alone can be very easily disposed of.

No. 247. From the same Officer, dated Dowlaishweram, 13th December 1870, |

No. 3,115,

I mave the honour, with reference to G. O. of the 1st instant, No. 2,902, to

refer you to my letter to your address of the 5th instant, No. 3,054, in which I have

detailed the works required for the river improvements at Cocanada, and sent

survey and sections of the same. ° »

2. There appears to be some misunderstanding about this reference alto-
gether. I cannot find anywhere any specific instructions, as I explained in my
letter printed with G. 0. of the 31st October lést, No. 2,591. Any project for
improving the harbour would require far more work to be done in the way of
surveys than we have establishment for at present, but for the mere improvements

_to the river, nothing further is necessary than to undertake the execution of the

works for which estimates were sent down in November 1867. The rates in these
may now require to be revised, but as the works will taketwo or three years to
complete, the rates can be struck as the works progress. .

3. Ibeg you will be good enough to send me further instructions by telegraph
if nccessary, and we will get on with these works as fast as possible.

ORDER’THEREON, 16th January 1871, No. 120.

Ix their Orders of the 5th August
1870, No. 1,871, the Government called
upon the Acting Superintending Engi-
neer of the 1st Division to submit “a specific scheme carefully prepared and
estimated for in detail ” for improving the harbour of Cocanada. These orders
were reiterated in Proceedings, No. 2,206, dated 14th September, No. 2,591, dated
31st October, and No. 2,902, dated 1st December 1870, but instead of complying
with them Major Fischer in his letter above recorded contents himself with noticing
gome of the works proposed and estimated for by Mr. Sage-in October 1867, and
in remarking that they can only be said to form a part of any scheme which may
be prepared for the improvement of the harbour, he recommends that those works
be carried out at once, the necessary funds being obtained by an increase in port
dues.

2. The Acting Superintending Engineer will be informed that the Govern-
ment are not prepared to authorize any expenditure of money on such general
statements as are contained in this letter, and he will again be directed to submit
the specific scheme which he has been instructed to prepare accompanied by

No. 248.

CIVIL WORKS, No. 17.

detailed estimates and the fullest explanations.

3, Major Fischer would scem to think that what is required of him is a
general scheme for the improvement of the port and harbour at Cocanada, but if he

G
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Proceedings of the Madras Government Public Torks Department,
16th January 1871.
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will refer to the ¢o
Grovernment No. 1 8‘;21“3;“:}::1&“80 of the 1st paragraph of the Proceedings of

Colone1, RE’

-Secretary lo Covernment.

1st Division,
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