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Read the following papers:—
No. 177. From the Acting Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, to the See
Te-

tary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Cuddalore, 15
October 1870, No. 154, - | o 15th

~ I mave the honour to call your atten:tion to the remarks of* the Actine

o Plans, . ;En%ineer for  Irrigatién in his Mem,
. 2 Estimates of R 20 80. NO. B
2 stimates of Rupees 720 and 580 randum, No 1/88, dated 5th September

Specifications. ‘ " 1870. J

2. On the 1st ultimo I had the 110;1011!‘ of submitting, for sanet
estimates, with plans and specifications cox}‘xplcte, for the construction of sluices of
-the authorized pattern to the Comutty Nunjayen’s tank and tiz I‘he\'aganapun
-Virarajayan’s tank, both in+ik2 Oossoor Ringe of the Salem District; but, ag ¥ Olyl'

101’], two

will observe from the Acting Chief Engineer’s memorandum above quoted, T am-

,now directed to alter these to some other jattern.

-8. It may be as well to ‘mention‘ heré that, on the occasion of hig returnine
+fo this office for revision the Bara Talab pf‘oject, in which it was proposed to adoI;;;
a form of sluice somewhat analogous to th::,t reccommended by Major Mullins, the
Chief Engineer for Irrigation, in his Memorandum No. 130, dated 5th January
1869, distinctly laid down that the native nattern of sluice is to be preferred, ang
 he directed that the plan should be altered accordingly. :

,;4. Now I submit that it is very llar;}ssing to this depéa.rtment if, after con-
.forming with the orders of Govomment, 1d acting with the expressed aplirOVal of
, the Chicf Engincer for Irrigation, the plans so submitted from this offico are liable
.to be returned for revision in order to sit the particular views or ‘ca.prices' of

whoever may be acting for that officer. ‘ T
5. AllT ask is that we may have sone standard plan fo guide us.

6. . With the War Office the practics is, before they order a new standard
plan for adoption, they first prepare in the office a plan carefully figured and g
detailed estimate, and a copy of these is forwarded to the Cowmanding Royal

" Enginecr of each station for information snd guidanco. .

7. If such a practice is found absdlutely necessary at ilc;me, suirely a like

‘assistance should be given to Range Officers out here ; for, with the very defective
staff of Draughtsmen in the Ranges, the preparation of plans is attended at all

times with an infinity of trouble to the Range Olficers, and it is obvious that
cvery aid should be given tlle;h in the way of simplifying matters, and reducing
to a system trifling works of the descr?ption under notice. o )

8. It is evident that the'fopp:os‘ite of this practice, the leaving of a Range
Ofiicer uncertain, or rath‘er certair} only of one thing, and that is that whatever plan

-he may submit is liable to be“rcturned for revision,” must be as discouraging
to the officer himself as it is detrimentalr to tha Government service, in the loss of
time and labour thus occasioned. ‘ L ‘

9. Had a Range Officer submitted to me a plan, such as this revised one
under discussion, I should have at once rcturned it to him, not so much becausg
I considered that— ) 5 ' )

‘ a. it reduced the thickness of the bv;md at its weakest point, or o
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b. that it caused an additional oxz?tlay of about 50 per cent. over whatis
usual and necessary ; and, \ :

c. that it entailed the constant sx}pervisidn of paid watchers to pfevent )
cowboys, goatherds, and other vacuous louncers on that ¢ Tom.
T}ddler’s land;’ a tank bund, from passing the v
nial occupation of opening and shuttine thue s1
the water ; but R ;

d. simply and solely because it was not according to the standard plan,
authorized after much consfideration by Government.

o R 10. Thave the honour, therefore, to respectfully request that I may be favoured
; with the definite instructions of Government as to the plan of sluice that is to-

i | ble ?.dopted in the tanks of this division that may require to be provided with new
: sluices, - : \

ir time in the conge-
uice, and thus wasting

, No. 203.
No. 178, “Note by the Acting Chief Engineer for Irri Jation.

'1" \ -
- ne A ; : . ... .
cting Superintending Engineer of the 5th Division having received

instructi , : .

plin:us:;ons tl? I'n:ddlfll; the designs of two tank sluices, for which estimates and
s were submitted by him, has appealed to Govern jeeti :

altemtiom, beeause — - ! Pl ment objecting to the required

- 1st.—The designs as submitted were of the authorized pattern

v

‘ d2lzd.-f'1‘he_ixlstructions given by me are supposed to be confrary to those
1ssued in the case of the Bada Talab tank|sluices b

: ‘ ) 2 y Colonel A i
Engineer for Irrigation. : o nde{‘son, when Chit

. 3rd.—The - revised (iesi is, in hi ini ioct: : :
ot g?). 18, in his opinion, objectionable in several
2. SofarasI am aware there are no author
The designs submitted by Captain Roberts appear t
on building and road-making, etc.,” a book conta,
¥~ .. but which is not an authoritative guide to membe
-+ ment ' ‘
3. The instructions issued b
Anderson. '

1zed patterns of tank sluices.
0 .beu similar to those in ¢ Notes
'ing much useful information,
rs of the Public Works Depart-

. as nearly similar to that adopted by my predecessor as it can bhead of thp sluice 1s
‘ ‘ e.

. . 4. . Of the third class of objections, the first gag
at the sluice with the revised than with the or}
differ absolutely from Captain Roberts’ opini ispoi

- _ . _ pinion on thispoint, .
that{'the 'lrewsed design will unnecessarily incregge t\fe . . trlghe second intimates
. cent. "Two essential conditions were | : 08t o t\ \ R
ere 1oy ‘ )\
g  orls ¢ sluices 50 per

aored iy ¢

or 16 feeg 3 - ONgmg) deg | .

o 11 e} .

9 by 4 divep -d?]r- Water whey the ¢ e st the Sl
) Ql¥ing §g o1, ank was full, with 1o

sumes that the

bund is we
: . eak
ginal design, °r

‘T am obliged to

. plug would have been 15
means of getting at it |,

~ and all proper regulatio

3 . . n un e . yavy . H '
I E t,he dimensiong of the slyjce { T such Cireumsg "4Ys attended with some risks

N . tance
1\\‘3\\0&"\.\0\\ or ye

el werg | x 13 > Must be irapossibie ; secondlys
2 feet, ang these do not admit of .
the third refers to tlie necessity for

L whes -
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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' 10tk November 1870. - -

paid watchers if the regulation of the sluice from a platform be allowed: practi-
cally no such necessity has been found to exist; and it is manifest that any inter-
ference with the regulating chains or rods cart be prevented by the very simple
precaution of locking them. ‘ o

5. T think the reasons which rendered @ revision of design advisable were
quite sufficiently clearly stated in this Office Memorandum, No. 188, of the 5th
ultimo, and Captain Roberts' reference appears to me to have been quite uncalled
for, while his questioning the propriety of instructions on points which were
entirely within the discretion of the Acting Chief Engineer for the time being was,
I submit, irregular. ‘

J. MULLINS, Major, R.E.,
Acting Chief Engincer for Irrigation.

(Signed)
17¢: October 1870,

No. 179. OrpEr TEEREON, 10th November 1870, No. 2,694.
. — - TaE Note of the Acting Chief Engi-
| IRRIGATION, No. 9. . neer for Irrigation will be communi-

_ cated to the Acting Superintending
Engineer of the 5th Division, and the latter officer will be informed that on points

_ such as those referred to in the correspondence between himself and the Chief °

Engineer, the instructions of the latter officer should be duly attended to, and any
representations which Captain Roberts may wish to make with regard to those -
instructions, should be addressed in the first instance to the Chief Engineer.

" (True Extra’c‘t.)

i
1
1

Major, R.E,,

Join t—Sec}etary te Government.

To the Acting Supérintending Engineer, 5th Division.
,, Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

Exd. S. T. Augustin,
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