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1. Read the, following letter from the Acting Superintending Engineer
5th Division, to the Sccretary to Government, Public Works Department’
dated Nagalore, 19th September 1870, No. 124 :— ’

Ix reference to G. 0., No. 1,533, dated 24th June 1870, sénctioning two
- estimates, amounting together to Rupeeg
A 440, for the repair of the Parandapally
tank in the Kistnagherry Talook of the Salem District, and remarking that it
: . is not improbable that the ryots under this tank havé not from time to time
o ¢ performed such trifling repairs under Kudimaramut as they were bound to do, '
1 have the honour to state that I addressed the Collector of Salem on thig
s reply, dated 20th instant, No. 103. :

T#o copies of letters.

subject, and I append hi

Mr. Price’s argument, it will be seen, cons

ists briefly as follows : that as

’ ' the ryot

s, in consequence of their not being properly ‘“looked up” by the Revenue

authorities,

have noglectéd for many years to carry out that maintenance and

up-holding of the tank which they were bound to do by immemor_ial custom under
Kudimaramut, they should not now e called upon to execute this service untj]

fresh laws are passed on the subject.
part that I do not seem to se€ this. .- Indeed, I may

1 . -
g T
i v

3. I must confess for my ” .
say that it appears to me most pernicious doctrine. |
" “4. The law of the land is'an excellen.t la.w, fmd although from sup_ixieness on
the part of the Revenue officers of this district 1t has:n been allow_ved to fall into
desuctude, it has never been abrogatefl. And there is no necesstty therefore, in
my opinion, for any further legisla?mn in the matter. Indeed, th.ls. constant cry
for more Acts, followed by the inevitable fur'ther enactments explaining Whaf: these
Acts mean, and pewildering, if not maddenmg,.as they must be to the Natives if

they ever read them, is much to be deprecated, if only for the latter reason.

t

5. Inthe particular case under notice, I believe, it will be found on enquiry

that these ryots have becn for years paying an .almo.st nomin?.l tax of 5 Rupees, or
e ’ 80, per acre for Jand, the right to cultivate which will fetch‘ .m the Iflarket perh?ps
oy : R’ 200 per gcre ; and that for all these many years, durmg. w_hlch the. sapling
S upies . Ii)e 1 ha; grown into 8 large tree, and gradually introduced its roots
e G » :l?rc:ughtatrl‘le ctz;ices of the sluice, they have sat quietly at their ease and av_ >

RN

¢t “ Governinent
nothing. And now they coolly expect tha

1 i irs wi
paid, undertake extensive repairs

” will, for the paltry rent

thout calling upon these eight Puttahdars for

either a doodoo of extra ren

t, or an

bour of cooly labour, -

e Public Works Department—thatbuft of feeble

PR \ laches of th . AL
", 6. Talk of the lac s—what are these compared to sudh™whblesale

LY C i ther scanty Wit
| p) _ I.:lutilm{)t; &I;dc?)llector,s Department, as above confessed, of the talent committed
C g : T

S i to their charge ? '
IR . 7. Tt appears to me high time that Government should adopt some stringent
T f‘ ™ measu'res in fhis matter, and insist upon Kudimaramut, either in labour or coin.
sl ( ' 8. At the present moment the tanks and the whole of the irrigation works .

of this division are de facto in charge of no one. The consequence is that not
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
1s¢ November 1870.

only are tanks and channels left neglected till they breach, but millions of cubie
yards of stored water are allowed to run to waste. The state of the Cauvery
channels is a deplorable instance of this neglect. ' ’

9. From what I have seen of this district, I am satisfied that even with the

_present low kists the revenue might be raised 30 per cent. by proper supervision
of the irrigation works.

10. I would most strongly urge, therefore, on Government the necessity of
taking immediate measures to enforce Kudimaramut, but I would recommend
that instead of in labour it should be paid in coin, calculated, say, at 10 per cent.
on the kist, and that the money so raised be bona-fide expended in the entertain-
ment of special Overseers and head and other coolies charged with the maintenance
of their respective circles of irrigation works, and whose duty it would be to attend
to the sluices and see that no waste occurs.

11.  Among the manifold advantages to Government by the adoption of the
system here advocated would be—

1st.—Increased revenue and prosperity to the country.

9nd.—The adoption of regulating sluices of a more suitable construetion
than that now in force, for the proper and accurate daily supply of water r equired
for the irrigation under each reservoir ; the introduction of such sluices cannot be
advocated under existing arrangements. )

8yd.—Decreased budget requirements for Répairs, Agricultural.

From J. F. PRICE, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector of Salem in charge, to the Superintending Engi-
neer, 5th Division, dated Salem, 2nd September 1870, No. 101. °
Wire reference to your letter, No. 29, dated 2ud July 1870, T have the honour to forwarg £
your consideration, a copy of a letter addressed to the Collector by me when in charge of th :S or
Division, in which I have reported upon the state of the Parandapally tank andbexpr : dub.
- . ‘ . ) . ’ essed m
opinion that the ryots should not be chargeable with any portion of the cost of repairs, y

2. Should your views on this point differ from mine, T shall feel favour
’ ‘ e

me where they do. d by your informing

—_—
From J. F. PRICE, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector of Salem, to the Collector of S

at Mathoor, 10th August 1870, No. 437. alem, dated Camp

I mave the honour to return the estimate which accompanied your lette; of the 12th ulti
ultimo,

No. 634, and toinform you, with reference to
x.ny letter marginally noted, that I yesterday
) " inspected the Parandapally tank.

2. Ttisaveryold oneindeed, and there are only eight Puttahdars who hold lands under ;
could observe no traces of revetment on the bund, which is made of black earth and in 'e“t. :
dilapidated state. Ilearnt that three years agothe ryots repaired the bund, and t’here a S_l? o
work having been doue to it in several places. The breaching of the tank was in no o ;aces -
of the ryots, and was caused as follows :—The sluice is not of masonry, but of loose stw e fdu‘“
stones put together without chunam ; near it is a very large tree, the roots of th('mes, Hac i
course of years, thrust thomselves Letween the interstices of the stones and displaced lt.sl;
ryots were unable, owing to the extreme smalln-ss of the sluice‘: to remove these
in, undermined the bank, and the consequence was a breach.

3. T‘h'e bund has evidently been fo.r many years pretty much in its present state, and I learnt
from enquiries made on the spot that it is quite ten years since Government djd a’nvthin«'r' to it

No. 390, dated 16:h July 1870

in a long
em. The
; the water worked
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public YWorks Department,
‘ 1s¢ November 1870.

The ryots seem to have of late tried to repair it as well as they could, but it now requif'es a great
deal more work than it would be just to demand of the few: ryots who Ifold la'nds und'er 1t.'

4. The question raised by Government, as set forth in the Superintending Engineer’s letter,
: difficult one to answer. ¢ Kudimaramut'’ has, as far as know, never been. defined,
. ve‘;y Le Board of Revenue and that this and the ¢ customary labour’ alluded to in Act I-
excep’t . 'ed Ot;:1 1, is to me so’mewhat doubtful. As far as I have been able, by enquiries which
L o 1cta ,ascertain there has been no such thing as ¢ Kudimaramut,” in this part of
1 mad.e lf)ng 280, %0 ars. Enforcing any repairs to tanks on the part of the ryots had, until
the (.hStrICt for m; T Bir Thomas, fallen into complete desuetude. ITe tried his best to revive
the time of 23 XY ecevsszl‘,ne tixe same. but it has been a very difficult task, and even now it is only
th; Syﬁ:m’kazdii:;tﬁedoby some Revenue officer that anything can be done. No reliance can be
when a tank1

‘hat is said either by the people or the village officials. T think that the state of t}le
;:ac;d ;mﬂw: ?[E lsa,slzlapauy tank is the resul of the neglect by the District officials for many years
und of the Yar

i dead letter, the ryots were unaware

. otg; that these having become & ' \ :

e e t;l :1 rxin and that if they had known what it was they would hz.we performed it

"ot 2 explec'tei(;l " o d been broken, it is a matter of the most difficult nature to
without a compiaint.

restore it. : especially as the ryots, when orders were issued

5. Lwould not, under thesel c;;i“:::i‘:;‘:;’of epmch vilylage withya copy of Act L. of 1858, and
by me about thres YA agfo lsUde; yunzer tanks making petty repairs, did earthwork to the bund,
insisting on the holders? ° ldan w be called upon to contribute in money or labour ; but 1 would
recommend that Chey e ﬁniotion of * Kudimaramut,” the passing of a law to enforce its per-
stront'y advocarleﬁa cfa;n((lie t;e atmost rigour in carrying out such penalties as may be prescribed
formance as go detined, .

for its neglect.
6. If the tank is fully rep

50 Rupees beyond the present ayacub-

The chain having

ired there will be an increase of cultivation of between 40 and
Q

I

1st November 1870, No. 2,598A.

¢R THEREON
No. 2 i : As it appears from the correspon-
[ IRRIGATION, No. 1. Zence submitted by the Acting Super-
intending Engineer of the 5th Division,

G. O. of the 94th June last, No. 1,533, that the Acting Sub-
. '} 6 is of opinion that the Puttahdars under the Paran-
e red to contribute to the cost of its repair, the
tion of the work, provided for in the

with reference to
Collector of Salem in ¢ .
dapally tank should not ?e requl o
Government resolve to direct the eX

. . lic expense.
sanctmne'cll‘lestlmg_t e’tat);higu::\;asuri to be taken to define, and enforce the due
2. e subjec

. . . s
£ customary labour ;s under the consideration of Governmens 1n
us
performance ot €

Public Works Commission.
i -1, the Report of the
connection with lep Truc Estract.)

Colonel, R.E,,
Secretary o Government.

i i + er. Hth Division.
: > Superintending Engineer, :
o fhe é:rté:ogller gf Public Works Accounts

t
Revenue Departmente .
- Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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