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Fl’rocee(lings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

20¢h October 1870.

No. 293 Read the following lctter from the Acting Consulting Engineer for
Railways, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 6th October 1870, No. 393 :—

I nave the honour to report that last week I inspected the Lranch line under
construction to Bellary N .

2. DBeyond Ghooty, the present termunus of the open line, the road is in very
good order to the Goondacul branch station . the fencing 1s complete, and the line
quite ready for traffic.

3. The branch hne 1s well advanced towards completion throughout, the
ballasting being now 1n progress. The masonry works are all finished, and the
irders laid on, except in two places, namely, a double 30-feet opening on the
cast side of the Huggry river, and a single 12-fcet opening on the west side of the
river. 'Temporary bridges have been used at these points, to allow of an engine
passing over for the carriage forward of the guders for the Huggry bridge, and
of the permanent-way materials. The brinch line runs entirely over the flat, black
cotton country, in which there 1s hardly eny cutting ; the embankments have been
;n hand for some time, and appcar now p:ctty well settled down
of aloes is planted, and though poor in parts at present, may be expected to thrive

in another ycar

The live fence

I was able to run by engine through the bed of the Huggry river, by a
temporary way, as far as the 5th mle fiom the Bellary station. The permanent-
way materials are now being carried across the river, and the whole will be
delivered there within a fow days.

4. The work at the Huggry bridge 1s not getting on as fast as was antici-
pated, provision not having been made of a sufficient quantity of iron piles. The
pridge 18 designed of 34 openings of 70 fect from centre to centre, with wrought
iron girders resting on piers of screw piles. The piles were first got down from _
the lett bank in the deep bed of the river, and those of 19 piers are now fully in,
yoady for the superstructure ; but at the other 14 piers, where kunkur was supposed
to be found, the piles have gone down far beyond what was expected, to a depth
of 60 fect. A number of extra lengths of pile are thus necessarily réquired, and
there is at present a difficulty about procuring them. If the piles have to be
obtained from England, the bridge cannot be finished for several months; but as
the river runs dry from December, there is no reason why the branch line should
not be opened, with a temporary way thrcugh its bed, early in next year.

5. At Bellary considerable progress %‘us been made with the station build.
ings, which are constructed entirely of 'tixe excellent stone that is quarried eyen
within the station yard. The booking office and other accommodation on the
round floor is finished, all but the flooring and plastering of the walls. Tlq
platform of the passengers’ shed is complet;éd, except part of the coping of the plat-
form wall ; the roof trusses are being put 1p.  The goods” shed has a double plat-
form, with double truss roof, cach span beang 82 fect: the walls are built to the
full height, ready for the roof The enginie shed and the carriage shed have algo
their walls completed, ready for 1oofing;, excepting at the gable ends. The
ongine turn-table and carriage turn-tahle a re floored, and ready for the iron work,
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