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Proceedings of the ‘Madras Government, Public Works Department,
6tk October 1870.

No. 89. Read the following Proceedings of the Government of India in the
Public Works Department, (Revenue—Forests,)dated Simla, 19th September
1870, No. 534 F.:— :

Demarcation of Railway Fuel Reserves, Madras, and addi tional Establishments required.

Read again—
Public Works Department No. 458 F, of 20th September 1869, to the Government of Maidlras,
[

Revenue Department. .
Do. do. No. 493 F, of 11th October 1869, to the Government of Madras, Revenue Department.

Do. do. No. 233 F, of 14th May 1870, to the Government of Madras, Public Works

Departwent, Railway Branch. . S
Do. do. No. 23+ F, of 14th May 1870, to the Chief Commissioner of Mysore.

Read also—

A letter from the Secretary to the Govgmment of Madras in the Revenue Department, No.

1,221, dated 10th August 1870, and enclosures. ‘
Despatch from the Government of Madras, to Iler Majesty’s Secretary of State, No. 4, of 13th

August 1870.

~,
~ [EUSRNSEESE g

OsservAaTIONS.—On geveral occasions the Government of India has invited
the attention of the Madras Government to the necessity of demarcating Forest
tracts suitably situated, to provide a permanent supply of fuel for the working of the
Railways in that Presidenéy. The reports now received show that 14 blocks have
already been demarcated in the Cuddapah, North Arcot, Salem, and Coimbatore
Districts, aggregating 17,000 acres or about 26 square miles.

9. The Conservator estimates that nearly 100 square miles will be required
to provide a sufficient supply of fuel, and he apparently bases this estimate on the.
assumption*that the yield of 50 acres will be sufficient to cover the average annual
requirements of one mile of Railway. At the rate of four trains daily, and one
maund per train mile, the annual consumption would be about 1,500 maunds per
mile. The yield to cover this would require to be 30 maunds per acre per annum.

3. There are no data whatever before the Government of India regarding the
yield of wood per acre, under different circumstances and in different parts of this
country ; further experience will doubtless show that the yield varies exceedingly
in diffcrent districts, aceurding to climate, soil, and other. circumstances. Major
Beddome should explain the data on which his figures are based, but Iiis Excel-
lency the Governor-General in Council is inclined to think that no reliable estimate

' of the area that will be needed fo supply the wants of the Madras Railways in this

respect can as yet be framed. The climate in the Eastern Districts of the Madras
Presidency is dry, and probably not favourable to rapid growth and good reproduc-

tion ; actual experience alone will show what area will ultimately be required in
{he different districts. o . |

4. The length of lines constructed or sanctioned is 1,340 miles. In addition
to this, it is probable that at least 100 miles more will be sanctioned. Adopting
Major Boddome's estimate, for the sake of argument, about 115 square miles woulz
supply the needful fuel for the working of the lines. Sea-borne coal will; however
always be used to some extent, and it may not be impossible to impo;t coal Z’
the Godavery at paying rates as compared with sea-borne coal or wood fuel. N
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— . ‘as Government, Public Works Departiment, : :
: lings of the ]i[ad{ as , |
Proceeding 6t October 1870

The formation of the reserves will .take. tim.e. and should it ovontu;ﬂ}y Lo

d that the areu taken up is too extensive, it will then not be difficult to disposo
fuu‘:he surplus land, in the event of its produce not finding a sale otherwise than
fc)(f the fluilways at remunerative rates, _

L

5. In addition to the lines in the Madras .Presidvnc

. .t cd in the Mysore territory. The necessity of tak;
ijcc, f fuel for these lines has already been urged upor
bUI?\I;]%-(())X‘(’ and the Governor-General in Council trusts
;f;:] ! :; st akgn by the Mysore Forest Department.

.
¥ there ara the Railways L
NS measures to provide o
1 the Clief Commixsioner
that the needfy) steps are

6. In order to enable the Conservator to make satisf,
demar'cation of these reserves,. the Madras Government h
ment of three additional Assistant Ci)nservatOI‘s of t.he t alary of

tupecs 200 per mensem each, and Ilis I‘Ax.c.ellcncy‘m C‘)“.“Cil considers that this
ganction should be conﬁrm(fd as theso add.xt.xonal oﬂxcers.wxll certainly Lo required
for the special purpose explained. The additiong] charge ]S.n.eccssary
repay itsclf.  The Madras‘ Governm'enf; addj that the ﬂ‘}d.mona\ ou
cux'rén t year will be met from the existing Budgot Provision undep

. 7
1nent;: It is stated that the Conscrvatox: of Forests has heen instructed t re
what additional subordinate agcucy . o will rcqture for the Chargc of these rese
When the strength of these subordinate estubhshmer.\ts.is settled, g 7y
ment should be submitted o the Government of India iy this Depart

ctory progress with the
a8 sanctioned th

nm)uinl-
hird class, on g g

and will amply
thy during the ;
“ B Establishe ‘

-

port
IVeS,
bular State- )
ment, :

[

Orper.—Ordered, that a copy of this Refolution, with 14,
forwarded to the Financial Department for consideration
G

; Papers read, Lo
and orde
to paragraph 6.

'S With referenco
Ordered also, that & copy be.forwardcd. to the Governmeyg of Madras in the
Revenue Department for information and guidance,

0

Also, that a copy be forwarded, ff)r infor‘mation,t the (}ovornmont of Madras
in the Public Works Department, Railway l»mnch’ and \

to the Clijcf Commissioner }) :
of thSOl'C. * . s
(Signed)  W. A, CRo{x)xMEpm, Coloncl, 1.1, )
Jg. ‘Sp""/' {o Ly Gopt. of India. )
_— ]
Xo. 86. ‘ OrpER THEREON, Gth Octoher 187(), No. 2 109 E ¢
LN . !
h S b j
“ \ \ RAILWAY, No. 8, j Oubrryy to by recorded, b ?;
, (True Extract,) o ’ : ‘
(Signed) CHARLES 4, ORR, Colondl, R.1:, I D
| Sccrctury to Government. |
. :
I P !
- |
Exd. 8. T, Avgustin, ] ‘
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