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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. 4th October 1870. o

No. 50. Read the following letter from the Acting Consulting Er;gineer for
Railways, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depar‘tment,
dated Madras, 16th September 1870, No. 371 :— -

I save the honour to bring to the notice of the Government that a charge
appears in the accounts of the Great Southern of India Railway Company, amount-
ing to Rupees 24-6-0, being the irrecoverable portion of an advance made by the
Resident Engincer to certain stone-cutters, who absconded without working out
the full amount of their advance. ’ ‘ .

9. The question has been brought forward by the Examiner of Railway
Accounts, whether this and similar charges in which the Company have received
no yalue for theif mouey can be passed to the capital head of Account, and form
a portion of the sum on which 5 per cent. will be always paid by Government.

3. In the present instance I have objected to the charge appearing in the
Construction Accounts, because the advance was made, contrary to usual custom, to
the work people themselves, instead of 1o a Maistry or other responsible persor.
The Agent, on the other hand, in his last letter (enclosed) No. 3,728, of 2nd instant,
maintains that every reasonable precaution was taken to secure a return for the
money, and absolves the Resident Engincer from blame. If the Government accept
the Agent’s explanation, I am still strongly of opinion that the Agent should not
be empowered to enter such charges in future on his own authority ; but that the’

. 'general prineiple should be established that, in any case when the Agent comnsiders
'that moncy paid is fairly debitable to Capital, though no value has been received
for it, the sanction of the Government must be obtained before the charge can be .
carricd to a final head of the Capital Account. :

From the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, to the Acting Consulting Engineer for
‘ TRailways, dated Negapatam, 2nd September 1870, No- 3,728. '

Waex Major ITankin was Jast at Negapatam he attended a mecting of the officers of this
* Company, and 1 brought under notice your letter No. 393, of the 18th ultimo. .
2. The circumstances under which the advanc: was made, as explained in my, letter No.
. 3,490, were stated, and it was shown that four-sixths of the amount were recovered before the
, stone-cutters absconded. Every precaution short of keeping the men under lock and key was taken,
which could be taken, to secare the return of the money. ‘
3. The advance was made upon the responsibility of the Resident Engineer, and it was con--~

" gidered that the money bad not been given out in an improvident way.

. 4, Tt was thought your remarks were penncd under a misapprehension of what had been ‘
. done in this case, and I therefore undertook to bring the subject again to your notice.

5. Tather than render references to Government necessary I withdrew the debit to Capital
;of the unrecovered amount; but now that it is stated the loss has been occasioned through a want
of precaution on the part of the Engineering Department (a charge which I cannot admit), T will
bring the amount again on the books, so that it may be dealt with on its merits and according to
the audit];ules.
6. I trust that with this further explanation before you, you will be ;ble to relieve the
Company's Q)ﬂicers of the charge of omitting to take precautionary measures for the recovery of the
.advance. ;4 " -
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these papers the Government authorize,
as a special case, the sum of Rupees
24-6-0, being the irrecoverable portion of an advance made to certain stone-cutters

t/}/Consultuzg Engineer jfor Rail
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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Works l)epartmenl D ' g v
4th October 1870. I ; : CovstrTiNG ENGISEER'S OFFICE. ; i

«' | .
No. 51. OrpER THEREON, 4th October 1870, No. 2,389. L %, Railway Department ’ o
[ I
’ . ] .
: i fforded in 3 ¥
RAILWAY, No. 3. UnpEer the explanation afforde ? 1

s {

by the Engineering Department of the Great Southern of India Railway, to be SR -t -
. charged to the Capital Account, but, in all future cases of this description, the course g To - L
indicated in the concluding portion of paragraph 3 of the Acti Consulting ' /é W % /@/ ﬂ ﬁ///}/ e
’ grap of the Acting i’
%’ Engineer’s letter should be followed. ‘ 1 - — e W = Cg t 1L
(True Extract.) { : Secretary to Government, ; ;
j ; Public Works Department, i
) K 1
} $ Fort Sa‘z"nt George. % .
. ’ i
: i
Colonel, R.E., { :
72 “ SIR, ’{ "
/ B
, Sccretary to Government. : a
" | L
t . 1o
!

| L V : //A{w/ % %Mmz/d,‘Zf‘ ‘

| //Mﬂ// /%V a .e X a zea/w 7 // ‘
. x:a/ %Z/Mé 22/ o /
' ‘ ' k : /)M/é/ﬂ (’{ / é O?72, Z{’/7 /&7721/4‘4 ’:'
. | | - ,
| - ( ‘ ! | M 2 94 v O 00 _Leerg /é
‘f W@ﬂ%ﬂ@a&/ é /// (s ’7 v et

R S
\

To the Acting Consulting Engincer for Railwzys.
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