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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, —
' 14th September 1870.

No. 239. Read the following letter from the Sccretary and Treasurer, Coimba-
tore Church Building Committee, to the Chief Secretary to Government,
Ecclesiastical Department, Fort St. Georgeg dated Coimbatore, 22nd
August 1870 :— .

AGREEABLY to instructions contained in Memorandum, No. 138, of 8rd June
1870, Ecclesiastical Department, I have the honour to submit, for formal sanction,

~ . . T ® .
plans; specification, and estimate of the Churcu now under construction at

Coimbatore, | ,

2. The plans abovementioned have been alr¢ady submitted, through the
Venerable the Archdeacon of Madras, for the approval of Government.

3. In G. O., 13th August 1868, No. 179, Ecclesiastical Department, a grant
of 5,000 Rupees was sanctioned on the understanding that no further aid was to
be looked for from Government. The plans, specification, and estimate were
ordered to be sent through the Venerable the Arch@gacon of Madras to the Church
Building Committee at Coimbatore, who were directed to arrange for the construc-
tion of the building under proper supervision.

4. In G. O., 30th October 1868, No. 233, the grant was directed to be
withheld.

5. On the representation of the Right Reverend the Bishop of Madras the
grant was in G. O. of 16th December 1868, No. 261, ordered to be disbursed to the

Church Building Committee, as sarctioned in the G. O. of the 13th August 1868,

No. 179, Ecclesiastical Department.

6. The original rough estimate, prepared by the Architect Mr. R. Chisholm,
oave Rupees 8,357-11-6 as the cost of the building. It appeared probable that
the building, inclusive of furniture, would not (as stated in a letter from the Arch-
deacon of Madras, alluded to in G. O. of 13th August 1868, No. 179,) cost less than
11,300 Rupees.

7. On the sanction of the grant a revised estimate was prepared by the
Public Works Department, bringing up the cost of the building alone to Rupces

- 18,500.

8. The Church, as originally designed, was to havesbeen built of brick and
faced with cut-stone, .

9, The bricks obtainable at Coimbatore are of the very worst possible quality,

10. Under the advice of Mr. I R. D. Carter, the Resident Engincer of the
Railway, who had joined the Building Committee, it was resolved to construct the
Church of stone throughout.

11. A revised estimate for the construction of the Church has been prepared,
and shows the estimated cost to be Rupees 13,767-4-10, being Rupees 267-4-10 ip
excess of the estimate prepared by the Public Works Department,

12. The excavation of the foundation was commenced in June last year.

The work has, since that time, been carried on under the superintendence of one
of the members of the Church Building Committee. '

13. A slight change was made in the shape of two pillars by.direction of the
Architect, but with this exception the pla.. have been followed as closely as the
substitution of stone for brick would allow..
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o~ Proceedings of the Madras Governmemm
L4tk September 1879, orks Department,

14. The Architect has on one oceasion ip ,

himself perfectly satisfied with ‘what had been doxis,e etod the work; he expressed
15. Up to the month of February 1870, th

from funds collected by private subscriptions, As ]

it became necessary to apply to Government for e Payment of th
16. In G. O, 10th Ma.rch 1870, No. 29, Ecelesiastiyg] e

Accountant-General was authorized to arrange for th

tore Church Building Committee of the grant-in

¢ cost of the work w

as defrayed
10se funds haq becom i

e exhausted,
grant,
Department, the
the disburseme b =
-aid of 5,000 Ry
17.  In asubsequent Order, however, dated 13t} A .
= . ’ i11870. N : .

tical Department, it was directed that the grant-in-a?d 0, No. 47, Ecelesias-

h .
the Public Works Department and charged to the accountz (())1? It(llla?ed disbursed Ly
Cpartment.

pees,

18. The sum of 2,000 Rupecs was received from
th v
cheque on the 10th of May, and a further sum of 3,000 R ¢ Exccutive Offjeer by

; upee o
of 5,000 Rupees, was received from the same officer op thé) Q:L,hm\z}km?; P the sum
M
19. In paragraph 2 of Memorandum, No. 138, of 8yd Jyn, 1s~oy E 7;) '
‘Y, lucelesi

Department, it was directed that ¢ the Government contribut:

. . ribut : s
from the Pyblic Works Budget grant it is necessary that the 'lclc(::l btemg provided
turc both from the private and public funds should pass throuolh ﬂ? thfLe

= € book

astical

xpendi-

Controller of Public Works Department.” 3 of the
20. The Controller of Public Works Accounts wag
1 addresg
to the Church Building Committee on the 15th J unc 1870 nifid\}) J the Secretary
9« v

supply the forms of account. A8 requested to

21. The Controller sent the Committee an extract from the Pyl
Code, and informed them that before anything could be done to oive e;rlmc‘ t\Vorks
Government order (memorandun), the amount of private contr?butiomL Lt o t}&e
the crection of the Church at Coimbatore should be remitted to the Treusliry(zl\i‘:n,ts

22. In Section 15 of the Public Works Code, to which the Controlley de‘c '
the attention of the Committee, itis ordered : ¢ Before the work 1S commencoq ltehw
amount of the private contributions must be paid into a Government Treasury anz
carricd to credit of Deposits in the accounts of the Public Works Department,”

23. Tt was clearly impossible to comply with the directions of the Contro]]
and with the instructions contained in the Public Works Code, inasmuc a5 tlet.'
disbursement of the grant-in-aid had been sanctioned on the express eround 110
sus collected by private subscription had been exhausted. - sround that

24. Innoneof the Government orders regarding the grant
mention of it being necessary to pay private contributions into th
the lato Collector of Coimbatore refused to receive them, and
quence lodged in the Oriental Bank.

-n-aid is there any
e Treasury., Indecq,
they were in conse-

Q0. Tho accounts of the Church have been carcf ully kept.  There will s no
difficulty in recasting them in any form that the Controller of Public Works Accounts
may preseribe. -

R6. The Church Building Committee respectfully request that,
circumstances, they may be permitted to complete the work they 1y

27. A statement of funds avaihﬂ{}e for the work is given b
scen that there is ample money to cover the estimate.

under the
ave undertaken.

clow. It will bo

nt to the Coimba-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, P

14t} September 1870. . N

L

Total of revised estimate prepared by Church Building  ®s. A, P. ' j

Committee ... .. 13,767 4 10 C

Funds available. , J

Government grant received ... ... 5,000 4 |

Subscriptions received ... .. 6,581 }
Subscriptions, the collection of which the Com- ;

mittee guarantce 447 P

Additional sum guarantced by former sub- i

scribers . 2,180 ' 1
14,208 0 0 §

28. The Church is rapidly approaching completion, and will be ready to be b

opened for scrvice in three months time. i § 11‘
i

B

No. 240. OrpER THEREON, 14th September 1870, No. 2,211, {1

UxpEr the practice which has f :

CIVIL WORKS, No. 20.

i
bitherto been followed of sanctioning .
building grants in other than the Public
Works Department, the rules prescribed by the Gf)vernmont. of‘ India for the treat- ,
ment of private contributions towards the erection f)f buildings have not heen )
adlered to, and it is impossible, now that the money raised for the Church at Coim-
batore has been expended, to pay it into the Treasury and carry the amount to the
credit of “deposits” in the Public Works Accounts. The Government therefore
resolve, in modification of their Orders of the 7th June and 231‘.(1 July 1870, Nos.
1,413 and 1,761, respectively, to authorize the QOntl'oller of Public \.Vor'ks Accounts
to regard the allotment sanctioned from Imperial fl}nds as a grant-in-aid of private
contributions, instead of the private contributions being considered as an addition to
the Government grant. The expenditure from the latter source alone will appear in D
the Public Works Accounts, but the Officer in charge of the Coimbatore Range will
obtain and furnish the Controller with dctails of the entire expenditurein a clear and |
intelligible forn. |
2. With these remarks Iis Excellency the Governor in Council sanctions the
estimate of Rupees 13,770 for the Church at Coimbatore submitted with the letter

above recorded.

s b3 &
1 ke tacmadal s

(True Extract.)
(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government,

PR PN

To the Acting Supcrintending Engineer, 7th Divieion.
Controller of Public Works Accounts.

Eecclesiastical, ete., Departments.

Revenue Department.

Scerctary to the Coimbatore Church Duilding Committee.
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Exd. 8. T. Augustin. \
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