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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
6th April 1870.
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No. 94. Read the followin:or Proceedings of the Government of India in the
Public Works Department, (Buildings and Roads—Military,) dated Fort
' William, 16th March 1870, No. 334-B. M. :—

Copy of the following communication, with its enclosures in original, forwarded
to the Government of Madras in the Public Works Department, with a request that
lans and estimates of the required buildings may be submitted for the information
of the Government of India on an early date.
9. The return of the original papers is requested.
(By order,) " ‘
(Signed)  W. A. CROMMELIN, Colorel, R. E.,
_ Dy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

From the Deputy Secretary fo the Government of India, Military Department, to
the Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, Military Department,
dated Fort William, 5th March 1870, No. 303.

Wit reference to your Jetter, No. 4,314, of the 17th December 1869, regax:d-
ing the erection of additional buildings for the moro extensive manufacture of
Gun Powder at Madras, I am desired to request that the Right Honourable the
Governor in Council may be moved to furnish the Government of India with a
detailed statement of the number and nature of the machines received from England,
showing what have been set up, and what have not, also a plan of the buildings
as they are at present, indicating what it is proposed to add, together with a report
on the suitability of the present site of the factory.

9. In this Presidency it has been found that the two groups of Incorporating
AMills are insufficient to supply meal for the finishing processes, I am therefore to
suggest that it be ascertained whether the Incorporating Mills now in use, would
supply sufficient meal to keep all the rest of the machinery, including that which

it is proposed to set up, in full and regular work.
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No. 304.

Cory of the foregoing, and the correspondence the return of which is requested,
A forwarded to the Public Works Depart- . G

From Madras, No. 4,314, dated 17th Dec: 1869. . X
From Controller-General, M. E. No. 978, dated ment, '.‘“t.h a request that estimates of
4th February 1870, and December 1869, the buildings, etc., which the Govern-

Nos. 1,391 and 1,604 ment of Madras wish to have constructed T
- may be called for. '
By order, etc., , é:
(Signed) H. K. BURNE, Colonel,
Dy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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No. 95. ORDER THEREON, 6th April 1870, No. 964, | !
- As 1T appears that the letter® from 2
MILITARY WORKS, No. 2. the Deputy Secretary to the Govern- %
: ment of India addressed to this Govern-
* No. 3.3, dated 5th March 187?‘ ment in the Military Department has
3
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Gth April 1870,

been referred by that department to the Inspector General of Ordnance and Ma ga-
zines for report, the Proceedings of the Government of India above recorded will
be communicated to the Supermtendmn' Engineer of the 4th Division who will, in
communication with the Ordnance
Officers, submit as early as possible th e
plans and estimates called for in the
Orders marginally noted

(True Extract.) -

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E

Secretary to Gocernmcnt.

G. O, No. 3,842, dated 6th December 1869.
2 » 137, ,, 12th January 1870.

To the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, with two Enclosures, (to be returned).
,»» Military Department.

) o
Exd. E. C, Shunker, -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Military Department,
24th November 1869. T

\§ . ' Read the following letter :—

. . “ No. 384. From the Acting Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, to
! the Officiating Secretary to Government, Military Department; dated
\ . ) Fort Saint George, 18th November 1869, No. 2—%

; , o ' I have the honor to annex per margin, a copy of a letter to my address from
the Superintendent

Letter No. 432, dated 8th November 1869 G )
Adverting to the long pending question of the remov.l of the site of this Manufac. un Powder Manu-
- tory, whatever may be the eventual dstermination armved at, it eeems now quite clear f -
that the existing state of the finances of the country practica'ly postpones 1t, to an actOl’y, on the sub-
jndefimte period ; and, so far removes all hesitation as to the proprety of at once 2 t fb idi
h unilizing the valuable machinery (so long lying idle in our Store Roows, aund so neces- JQC 0Oi bunldings re-
sary to the efficiency of the Manufactory) on the present site. :
If this be not done, a8 [ have on several previous orcasions represented, the qu”ed for the re-
me to & stand sull, from the failure of any part of its present 1
and as the Bombay’ Factory iq not hkely, a8 I am well advised, ception of some of

& TR A
f

LI

Factory may any day co

single set of machinery,
to open work for at least two years to come, such a conungency wonldt be very serons  tle valuable ma-

I therefore have the honor to request that tho necessnry steps mav be sancuioned

37 o
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‘N & N \\ }\\ \ ‘\\ for the immed ate preparation of esumates, for the ercction of the Machivery mest  chinerv so long
| N . '\‘ [\ Q \\\\ . vigent'y required, meutioned in A s . ©
\0\ g ? \" } ~ ~ \S\ N ~ One G {Includmlg press, 1:;9;11;;':1% dt;Wn rolls, the margin; m.th fn v1:;w t: thz 1)’1[13 ldlc irpm the
N N ne Groupe<{ granulating, and foul dusting ma+ monev 1equred fur the wo
& (\‘\ : ) N Q‘Q\ \ DN chines with ’engme buildings. bemg iuclrded it the next Bud. want of the Jrecess
\ piy NN p Ove G Including glazing and fimshing duost- get for 1570-71 and the com- o q- .
§‘ ) ¢ J Ay \ ne Lroupe { ing with engine buldings. mencement of the woik at the 5ary lJULIdlllgS -1n
) N » AN earhest date practicable . .
BN \ AN N\ N The buildings 1 propore being constructed large.y of well seasoned plaunk, as at which to put 1t up
¢ \ (‘\\ Waltham Abbey, which will, I apprehend, allow of hghter and less costly Toandutions, |
\g \ a' N \(\\\ % \ \ - an?l be onpableyéf removal, and reconstruction on un(ﬁher site, if so deiermined upon for use.
N A \. e \ berenfter. . ..
‘ § \& * \\4 \\\ ere? a?so request that the necessary sanction may be obtained f(L);' en(}losing a suffici- 'eb/AfteT giving
T D N \ t additional part of the barren plain, lying to the west of the Manufactory for the .
- N NN N \& Q\E\N‘ :gd::u;z:all woriks new proposed to be erected, the present contracted area beiug the subject the ful-
s K & \\' \\g\ % \ \ already too crowded for the safo conduct of the works of the Favtu. 3. lest consideration, I
N N
. \ . §§§> o . === have on
§ \ b \\ \ v&\\ \\\ (\ Bengal Bombay. Iy to add to
\ N \ §\ Y . \ NS - % ! - 5 - the arguments addu-
. . R g d Quantity. alue. usntity. alue
AR , h \ \:\4 ) Q \ ’ - hl ced by Colonel Row-
h ) * ) ' : Ra. Rs. 8 1
' ) 8 1864-63 00 cnervers orroenrsansnsenons 20,000 4,271 - . - :}and\on 1n support of
196566 10n wue aresans e v | 1,25.700 35.306 . Nil. i .
. 18146-67 -, 111,385 81,273 s | N . s*pr;)p;)sa], asynop
186768 cvscurcusesnesnrenre » avevee | 1,401,300 50,794 5,00 4,003 sis* of the quantities
1868-69 .oveces serseraisancssnisins 236,840 79,674 54,950 22,473 q A
of powder supplied

— to the Presidencies

*

of Bengal and Bombay during the last five ycars. At the same time, I would beg

) ,
v leave to point out, that the present demands, now being complied with, are for

; - Bengal 70,300 lbs and Bombay the still larger quantity of 1,30,000 1bs. I would

/ ( therefore respectfully leave it for Government to decide, whether under the circum-

. stances of the other Presidencies being still so dependent on Madras for powder,

‘ ‘ it is advisable that the valuable duplicate machinery in store here should not Le

utilized ; and particularly also, with the view to relieve the present machinery

which has been in such steady and constant use for six years.
cident to this machinery would have very serious consequences in

3 3. Anyac

. y :‘ s stopping ouryown supply of powder, and in such a couti13gency we should not have
) E “ the other residencics to fall back on, and render us assistance, as they are unalle

' X apparently fully to meet their own wants/
. ( : . 4. 1 bey to forward the plans, clevations, &e., as per margin, of the buildings
A. Plan of corning pruss and pnmp houses with shafung dOSIgned by I\IG'SSI‘S.
R. Plon of the drving shatis fur the press and corming house. II&H aud CO. f()l' t}le
G Tl e e ere of parnr monse. reception  of the
¥. Plan, elevation and section of corning house, corning and press

¥, DIlun, elevation aud sectious of press house,

machineryin storg—
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, M ilitary Department,
- 21th Nuvember 1869.

and according to which, the estimates will have to )

i s ¢ framed, should Governm
determine on sanetioning this work. , ot

Proper Department for estimates
may be necessary, and when in

In a better position for deciding
once, or otherwise,

of the Probable cost of erecting such buildings as
Ppossession of that information, Government wil] be
as to whether the work shall be progressed with, at

No. 385. ORDER THEREON, 24th November 1869, No. 4034,

Communicated to the Public Works

Department, in vi i
proposed works being called for. P » 1t view to estimates for the

(True- Extract.)

(Signed) J. MICHAEL, Major,
0fg. Deputy Secretary to Government,

To the Public Works Department, with g}
» With six plans.
»» Inspector General of Ordnance and Ml;gazine&

3

Exd. F, P, Joachim,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Military Department.
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letter No, 256-G, as to the dependency of the other Presidencies for powder on the
Madras Powder Factory, and that this pressure on the Madras Mills is likely to
continue for some years.

—— o

From the Officiating Superintendent, Gun Powder Factory, to the Acting Inspector General of
Ordnance and Magazines, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 23rd November 1869, No. 416.

I have the honor to state that this Manufactory, during the year past, has been in as full
work as it could be ; there has been nothing to
hinder its operations, the out-turn has been
496,000* pounds, and I have no reason to

# From October 1868, to November 1869,

»

J Gray, Military Departiuent Press—March 109,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Military Department.

’ 30¢th November 1869.

Read the following papers :—
No. 458. From the Acting Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, to the
Officiating Secretary,to Government, Military Department ; dated Fort
Saint George, 24th November 1869, No. 262-G.

Vith reference to your docket No. 4013 of 22nd November 1869 (herewith
returned), calling for an early reply to the queries put in letter, No. 314, dated 12th
November 1869, from the Sccretary to the Government of India, Military Depart-
ment, I have the honor to forward a copy of a letter on the matter in question from
the Superintendent, Gun Powder Manufactory, to whom it was referred.

9. The demand contained in the 1st paragraph of Major-General Norman’s
letter for 1,000 barrels of 100 lbs. each of large grained Rifle powder for Bengal
can be met.

3. I am of opinion that a considerable quantity in excess of the demand for
the 1,000 barrels before mentioned, towards meeting the 1,500 barrels referred to
in paragraph 4 of General Turner’s letter No, 37 0-C of 25th September 1869, c.ould
also be met if Government will sanction the immediate erection of the duphf:?te
machinery in store at the Guu Powder Manufactory as asked for by the Superin-

tendent, and communicated in my letter to your address, No. 256-G, dated 18th

November 1869. v

cannot be sanctioned, this extra demand could not be met, as not.on]y v.vi]l the

1,000 barrels for Bengal hajfé to be provided but also the wants of this Presidency,

and a demand of upwards ofa thousand barrels from Bombay ; about 40,000 lbs. of
owder are also required for the Godavery works. .

5. The large out-turn of powder noted by the Supex:mtendent, Gun Powder
Manufactory, during the last twelve months, is partly attributable to the .Man.ufac-
tory having worked extra hours during some months of-the year, and it wxll. be
necessary that similar permission -be granted for working extra hours (%urmg
December next, and during such months of next year as may be deemed adv1sab1.e.
Funds for the provision of the extra materials requl.red and cost of extra labox: v‘nll
have to be provided by a supplemental grant to this Department, or by provision

from Bengal, as Government deem fit.

6. I respectfully beg again to submit to Government the great desirability of

bringing into use the valuable duplicate machin.er).r now lying idle -at the G.un
Powder Manufactory, as without this a great strain 18 thrown on.macl.unery which
has now been working steadily for some years, and a break down in this would l'ead
to the complete cessation of work in the F actoryz .and the urgent demand just
received from Bengal strongly corroborates the opinion I ventured to offer in my
letter No. 256-G, as to the dependency of the other Presidencies for powder on the
Madras Powder Factory, and that this pressure on the Madras Millsis likely to

continue for some years.

——

From the Officiating Superintendent, Gun Powder Factory, to the Acting Inspector General of
Ordnance and Magazines, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 23rd November 1869, No. 416.

I have the honor to state that this Manufactory, during the year past, has been in as full
work as it could be ; there has been nothing to
hinder its operations, the out-turn has been

# From October 1863, to November 1869,
’ 496,000* pounds, and I have no reason to

the immediate erection of duplicate machinery as asked for
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; Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Military Department. g - T R
i ¢ - . o - ~ o .
— 30th November 1869. . ’ ’ e MiuiraRy DEPARTMENT.
; g > ..- No. 4314,
: suppose that a larger out-turn is reasonably to b i i ) T
‘ s y tobe cxpected during the ensuing year. Arrange- To "
» - The Secretary to the Government of Indis, Military D
¢ Secrelary to the Ue of India, Military Depariment.

ments.might be made to worl the Mills as at Waltham Abbey during the twenty-four hours, but
' the crippled condition of some of the finishing processes, owing to the uncertainty in which the
question of the removal of the site of the Factory has now remained ever since the Mutiny in 1838

would. render the completion of the manufacture impossible ; I therefore am totally unable t;
Erotmlse more th:.m the last year, and that entircly dcpendent on the safe working of the Manu-
] . :octtl);ys; til;el;:o?;ng no duplicates set up to fall back uponin case of any accident occurring

4
i
1

~

No. 459. Telegram from the Officiating Secretary to Government, Military

Department, Fort Saint George, to the Seer

: it etary to the G

§1§1i,0811‘11htary Departmenﬁ ’Calcutta; dated y30th lNoxvg:rxel;g;n e1r18t(3({))f
- . ,

Your letter threc hundred and fourtecen of twelfth November.

More than the one hundred thousand i
. - , sand pounds demanded in paragraph 1
) cannot be provided during 1870-71, funds for erection of duplicate machinberypnot

being available.
[P
/‘ // %t/_f/ l_ vt «6.

5 Bptecs

Exd. T. 0'Connor.
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Sir,

ginally cited, I am directed to forward,
for submission to the Government of
India, the annexed copies of -letters®
from the Inspector-General of Ordnance
and Magazines, and of a report} by the
Controller of Military Accounts, on the
subject of the erection of additional
n Powder at Madras.

Adverting to the correspondence mar,
7/

Letter from Government of India, No- 814, 12th Nov. 1869.
Telexr‘m to do. 30th idem.

® No. 256, dated 18th Novembr 1864,
> 253' 11 2‘“’“ ” ”
»” LI 4 80“‘ " » .
o 2L 4th December ,,

¢ D. dated 10th December 1869,

buildings for the more extensive manufacture of Gu
2:><The demands from Bengal and Bombay are 80 large, and the difference

of expense between Madras made and Europe powder so great, that it appears
certain that a large eventual saving may be effected by an immediate outlay on the
chinery now lying idle in the powder mills.

buildings required for the duplicate ma
funds whatever at the disposal of this

3. Iam to state that there are mo . .
ent for this purpose, but if any can be specially provided by the Govern-

Governm y
an be utilized.

ment of India the machinery ¢ .
4. The plans of the required buildings have been received but no detailed”

estimates have been prepared—the Executive Engineer however roughly estimates
the cost at 60,000 Rupees for masonry, carpentry and painting—the iron work and .

fittings being provided by the Ordnance Department.
I have the honor to be,

Sir,

ForT SAINT GEORGE,}
Your most obedient servant,

174 December 1869.

Major,

amame—— .
: 0fq. Deputy Secretary to Goverament.

neral of Ordnance and Magazines, to

From the Acting Inspector Ge rd
y e nment, Military Department ; dated

the Officiating Secretary to Gover i
Fort Saint George, 30th November 1869, No. 3.

etters No. é%, dated 18th, and No. 2—663, dated 24tk

In continuation of my I > '
November 1869, I have the honor to forward, for the information of Government, a
’ copy® of 8 letter received yesterday

from the Inspector General of Ordnance
Bombay, enquiring if 1,000 parrels, (Ibs. 1,00,000) of R. L. G- Powder could be
the 1,05,000 1bs. of the same description of

supplied to Bombay in addition to
powder, which, in my letter above referred to, I reported was under supply to

Bombay. ‘
9, These great demands from the

the erection of some of the duplicate ma

No. 342.

sLetter No. 5508, dated 25th November 1869,

Presidencies of Bengal and Bombay render
chinery in store here, which I bad the
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honor strongly to recommend to Government in my letters above quoted, a matter

Plan of the duating and glazing-houses.

Plan and section of the glazing-houss.

Plan and elevation of the final dusting-houea,

Plan of twelve horse-power engine anil boiler-house.
Plan of driving mouon for glazing and dasting-house-

PEED

of great importance and urgency. Since
forwarding those letters, I have received”
the remainder of the plans as per mar- ~
gin, which have been received from

England for buildings for the machinery referred to.

3. On further consideration of this matter, and on seeing the plans now sub.
mitted, I am of opinion that if Government would sanction the erection of the
buildings for the dusting and glazing machines, and engine and boiler-house for the
engine to work the same, as shown in the plans marked from G to K, the capabi-
lities of the manufactory would be greatly increased, and its most pressing require-

ments, to enable the: continued strain and pressure of extra work being kept up, )

would be best met; and I would specially solicit therefore that sanction for the
erection of the buildings noted in the plans now forwarded may be first granted,

leaving the erection of the other buildings to a future period. /

o
13

LA

A

!’l‘:rom tha Ingpector General of Orlnanze and Migazines, Bimbay, tv the Inamctor_-_GeneraI of
i.- Ordnance and Magazines, Madras ; dated Poona, 23th November 1869, No 5308.

< With reference to your letter No. 4101 dated 6th instant, and previous correspondence, I
have the honor to request that you will have the goodness to inform me whether 1,0.,000 Ibs. of
;powder Armstrong L. G. can be supplied in addition to the quantity now due.

it~

No. 343.  From the Acting Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, to the
Officiating Secretary to Government, Military Department; dated Fort

Saint George, 4th December 1869, No, S

271

The subject of the erection or non-erection of the necessary b\iildings for the
reception of the duplicate machinery at the Powder Mills, is one of such great
importance, tliat I trust Government will not consider me troublesome in again s0

soon addressing them regarding it.

2. After despatching my report No. 268, dated 30th November 1869, and on
re-perusing the papers containing the demands for gun-powder from Bengal and
Bombay, I was led to the conclusion that the enquiries from those Presidencies

had been made, with the view of ascertaining how far their demands on England

could be limited.

.

3. Considering therefore that a refusal to supply from hence, must neces-
sarily compel the other Governments to obtain their supplies from KEngland,
I deemed it advisable to ascertain the financial effect of such a transaction, and

now give the results, for the information of Government, in support of my recom-

mendation for early sanction to the prosecution of the work at the Gun Powder

Manufactory.

4. The total extra demands for gun-powders from the Madras Mills, exclusive

Caleutta lbs.

of thewants of this Presidercy,amountto

e ™

gt o s SE0000 tba eubdivided as per margn,
el Corermmet wad Do Fiite o oM the invoiced prices for
.................................................... s0,00 the latest suppliesof gun-powder received
Total..... 580,000 from England, that this large quantity
— would cost Government at English
T . B

—t

Q

rates; if landed at” Madras, four and half lacs of Rupees, whereas, a similar quantity
could be made at the Madras Mills for something less than two lacs of Rupees, and
freight charges to Bombay and Bengal for the quantities required there, would

" only amount to about 60,000 Rupees, so that by the powder being manufactured

in India, a saving of 1,90,000 Rupees would be ef.fected, .provided the price of
English gun-powder has not fallen much from what it was-in 1862-63, and even
supposing the present establishment at the Powder Mills are able to meet one-
half of the demand with a small extra assistance for extra work, the other one-
half being obtained from England, would cause a loss of F{upees 95,000, or probably
much m(;'e than would pay for the erection of the buidings. .
5. The cost of the Madras powder is malerially reduced when. the est-ablish-
ment is allowed to work extra hours; but this could only be done if security was
afforded by having the duplicate machinery put up, which I have recommended.

ili ts, to the Officiating Secretary
vo. 344. From the Controller of Military Accounts, o t i 8 S
No- 344 to Government, Military Department; dated Fort Saint George, 10th

« December 1869, D. d
I have the honor to forward letter from the In5p€ct0.l‘ Qeneral.gf ,?{r nagc}:
and Magazines, No. ?G‘_—l, of 4th Déccmb.er-current, brmgmg to Ox}ot;:::dltini rf,r:r
importance of the erection of certain buildings for the rec:ap ion. |
the manufacture of gun powder.
2. The Inspector General ant;ci%ate
supplying Calcutta an om .
:Ifrifi::,eim}z);{ng fllx)ch lsrcsidcncics independent of supplies f:rom England. f
of the Inspecto'r General, to which the letter now for-
" warded seems supplementary, was not
transmitted through this Depa.rtme.nt,
which bas, therefore, no moans of_]udg.mg
1z could be acted upon by the erection of new bmld

s a very large saving to the Indian
bay wholly with gun powder from

3. The former report®

«No 208, duted 30th November 1869.

how far the contemplated savit ¢ e _
ings or the entertainment of additional establishments.

I's letter that any decision of the
infer from the Inspector Gex.lera .
B ‘4.1 .I fio nz;:’“Gc;vernment has been notified to draw the WEO:.Z (;)f('3 t ;s;ru:;:}:
P;i’n;gr? f::ur: r;:'oxr; Madras, should the Gun Powder Manufactory he

: . Presidencies.
a footine to manufacture the quantity required by all three
o SRR

(True Copies.)
y’z//zd?/ // VW “Major,
;oS :

vernment.

0Fg. Deputy Secreiary to Go

&d' Jc E. Caa})art.
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