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Proceedmgsof t/ze Madras Government, Public Works Deparlment }
" 6th April 1870.

- No. 78.  Readthe f'ollowing letter from the Superintending Engineer, 7th Divi-
s sion, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated
Cmmbatore, 25th February 1870, Ne. 207 :—

" ' Irspon my list of Unanswered Refercnces G. O., No. 546, of 17th February
1868 calling for report on a proposition of the Malabar Collector’s, to authorize
the ryots cultivating on the banks of the canal between Veliangode (near Ponany)
and Chowghaut, to obstruct the navwatlon by a couple of earthen dams (about
geven miles apart) to be paid for by Government, and at which a Government Estab-

“¢ 5, lishment should be entertained and tolls on navigation levied.

£

2. I havenever objected, as will be seen by paragraph 6 of my report printed

. «with G. 0., No. 3,374, of 11th November 1865, to the ercction of only two tem-

- porary dams across the canal from the time that the salt water begins to predomi-

_ nate over the fresh water, 7.c., from about September till the crops are cut in Janu-

ary. The punjah crop can only suffer froin salt water in land below the level of

the tides, and such exceptionally low land had better be protected by raising the
banks of the canal and building proper sluices on them.

3. In my opinion, and in that of all the Executive Officers of the Public

. Works Department who have been connected with the canal for the last seven or
* eight years, the Collector has failed to appreciate the real motives of the cultivators
in wishing to keep up the dams after harvest in January, which we take to be, that
.* they may make use of the portion of the canal so dammed up at each end, as a
* long tank, from which to raise water for irrigation of an extra crop beyond what
they used.to be sble to cultivate on the same land before the canal was cut. Then
when they have drained the canal to such an extent as virtually to stop all naviga-

" tion, (which is never later than March,) they object to the dams being cut, and the
supply supplemented by the admission of salt water, on the ground of damarre to

. their land. , ,
* 4. On the supposition that the canal isnot to be improved for Steamer traffic

or European boats, but simply maintained for Native canoes of all sizes (and more
is really not called for that I can see,) I do not object to two earthen dams being
maintained for about four months more or less annually ; butl consider that their
construction, and the cost of passing boats over them by a fixed Government Estab-
lishment, should be paid for by the cultivators who benefit, not by the boatmen
who suffer, by thedams. On consideration of which, and the abolition of the dams
after harvest in January, Government should put the canal banks in such order as
" Yo keep salt water from spreading beyend them.
;‘ 5. Dutif the canal is to be much improved for a superior class of boats-
= then dams cannot be allowed at all, and navigation must take precidence of culti,
w2 vatlon at whatever cost of compensation may be fo and necessary. Having inquired
of the Collector the probable amount of such compensation, I am informed that
Rupees 1,18,300 is considered a low valuation of the lands that would probably
be aﬂ'ected by the discontinuance of the dams; an incredible sum, in my belief,
arnved at from the pr esumption that 423 acres, averarred at Rupees 280 per acre,
must be rendered entirely unproductive. I donot consider that either this ques-
%ion or that of encroachments (to which the Collector’s attention was called in
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(2) Date of repair S
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paragraph 3 of 3. 0, o, 43:774 of 11t}
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of which inspection and report had been, ordered so far

ut no results have been communi
ground by demarcat;

o
would not haye arisen had the canal-banks been demarcated and maintained,in
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Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Public 1Worjks Department,
6/ April 1870.

alter carrying out which only 1t was maintained that annual maintenance allow-
ances could be laid out to any good parpose. I am not of this opiniva though, as

; H ‘me of water communication from Edda-
I.COHSIdel' the Ug_t”m(f :Zgglt;fi:({;bfhﬁf iw(o feet of water (which appears to be
thlmo“).’ . 'Cch mfir l,i’rrht Stdamers) could bs maintained, by the care.ful outlay
ol phot 1.5 abkeh .. 'ltin:occurs of an annual allowance of Rupees 110 amile for the
iho po'mts . erIef s;owgver recular estimates for improvements on a large scale 136
Wh?le nuleag: 1’ d better’ bebpt:ovided by the Engineer in charge of the Cochin
i tkey xl'ab the Chief Engineer of the Cochin Sirkar, whose }.1ead-quar-
:i?:l;(:zrnZZ:rtlls;’ l(;cul)irties, unless a special Officer can be placed at my disposal for
the purpose.

No. 79 OrpER THEREON, Gth April 1870, No. 956.
o. 79.

Paracearns 1 to 7 of this letter
will be communicated to the Revenue
Department with reference to thé Orders

of > 868.
in that Department, No. 401, of the 12th February 1

As tl is no prospect of funds being available in the Public Works
U s there1l

icati . howehaut
< he i vement of the water communication between (/honc
) he improv
Department for t

and the limits of the Cochin territory, "
deferred. The estimate for it may however

CIVIL WORKS, No. 7.

the Government fear that the work must bo
1 .
prepared at as early a date as possible
al Funds, the improvement may
<

i av ade during
In th while the arrangements which have been m g
n the mean

i seded should bo
be carried out. here they are most needed shou

continued.

* (True Extract.) ‘
i (d CHARLYS A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
(Sgne ) Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engincer, 7th Division.

Revenue Department.
Public do.
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