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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. 5th April 1870.

No. 72. Read the following letter from the Consulting Engixieer for Railways,
to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated

Madras, 16th March 1870, No. 108 :—
I mavE the honour to request that you will have the goodness to lay before
Government the accompanying letters*

* No. 137, dated 11th March 1870, with two
from the Agent of the Madras Railway

enclosures. )
No. 14‘0, dated 15th LIQ.I'C}]. 1870, Wlth two Company, reporting that on the 10th

enclosures. .

instant four waggons loaded with cotton,

which were attached to the 6 A, train from Ghooty, were entirely destroyed

by fire at the 101st mile, North-West Line, near the Codoor Station, a Post Office
Brake Van being also injured at one end. . .

9. It will be within the recollecti\on of Government that two years ago the

North-West Line was, for a time, notorious for the frequenty of cotton fires; but

the last instance on record occurred on the 14th April 1868.

3. As usual in such cases, the origin of the recent fire has not been satisfac-

for. Itis possible that it may have been caused, as suggested by the
s flying underneath the waggons from the fires kindled by the
The Agent has undertaken that this prac-

torily accounted

Driver, by spark
watchmen close to the side of the line.

tice shall be put a stop to.

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Iia,ilway Company, to the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Madras, 11th March 1870, No. 137. o

I mave the honour to express my regret that it is my duty to report, for the informa;tion of
Government, that four waggous, attached to the 6 .M. train from Ghooty yesterday, caught fire
at the 101st mile from some unknown cause, the contents (cotton) and the waggons the;selves
with the exception of the iron work, being completely destroyed. ’

2. I enclose copies of the reports made to me by the Traffic Managert and the Acting
Locomotive Superintendent,} and as soon as
I am in possession of further details I will com-
municate with you again.

4 No. C-92, 10th March 1870
{No. 68, 1lth '

F

to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, dated
Madras, 10th March 1870, No. C-92.

I pra to forward copy of atelegram just received from Mr. Sandy, the Assistant Traffic

From the Traffic Manager,

Manager at Cuddapah.
“«Four waggons of cotton on fire in 6 A.M. from

s« further, as soon as I can get information.”
9. I have requested Mr. Sandy to come down by the night train and inquire into the cause

of the fire.

G‘rhoot.y at 101st mile. Will advise you

g Locomotive Superintendent, to the Agent and Manager
of the Madras Railway Company, dated Perambore Works, 11th March 1870, No. 68. ’

1 sEGRET to inform you that four waggons of the 6 a.x. from Ghooty, loaded with cotton,
were completely destroyed by fire yest?rda,y, the iron work only being left at the 101st mile
North-West Line ; a Post Office Drake Van is also burnt at one end. No passengers were hurt,

From R. WOOLLEY, Esq., for Actin

~ and the line was clear by 2 A, this day.
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Proceeclings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
5th April 1870.

-

Ir. W. BAREFOOT, to the Acting Locomotive Superintendent, dated Cuddapah, 1lth

From
. March 1870, No. 431.
' T BEG to report a fire of four waggons of cotton being totally burnt, and one end of a Post Office

Drake Van in the 6 A. M. train from Ghooty of the 10th instant.

2. On the train nearing the 101st mile, the Chief Guard states he saw smoke coming from
the top of the 5th waggon from the engine. The train was at once stopped ; by that time there
n the tarpaulin about a foot square caused by the fire breaking into a blaze. This
ed from the after-part of the train, and drawn ahead by the engine.

was a hole i
ggon from the engine took fire ; the 4th and 5th waggons were then

waggon was at once detach

Whilst doing so the 4th wa
detached and left by themselves, and, the Guard states, the brakes put down; it being on a

aoons ran back to the train and set fire to two other cotton waggons

gradient, these two burning wa
and one end of the Post Office Brake Van. The passengers were at once got out of the train and
The last Brake Van ran back into Codoor

the carriazes pushed away frem the burning waggons.
the carriages within two miles were pushed in by coolies ; the engine went on to

aggons. The fire at the end of the Post Office Brake Van was put out and
the Mail saved. The four waggons burnt until there was not a particle of wood or cotton remaining,
when the wheels, springs, ete., were thrown down the embankment to clear the line. The line
rown out of gauge by the heat of the burning waggons which was put right and all clear by

Station ;
Tirupctty with three w

was tl
9 . a. of the 11th instant. _
3. The engine was burning coke and coal. I will forward the Driver's statement to'you as

goon as I get it. )
acking, ete., was ordered from here to proceed to the

4. A epecial engine with serew jacks, p
The 6 a. ¥. train was cancelled by the Assistant

fire was out.

accident; on our arrival the
The passengers remained near the scene of the fire and were

Traffe Manager beyond Tirupetty.

picked up and taken on by the 7-15 ». u. train.
5. I believe they were four ITigh Sided Open Goods ; the numbers will have to be obtained

through the Traffic Department.

No passengers were hurt.

Ext)-act from a Statement of Driver J. T. Davies, respecting the burning of four Cotton
Waggons at the 101s¢ mile on the 10tk March 1870. .

out two feet from the line which are used by

WarLe running on the line I saw several fires ab
watchmen. It is my opinion that the fire was caused by the sparks from these fires flying under-
When I first saw the fire I observed that it was on the side of

neath the waggons and tarpaulins.

the waggon about half way down.
ngine was burning coke and patent fuel, and the ash-pan full of water.

2. Mye

e ———

Statement of Shunter 7. Shaw who was on the engine when the Cotion Waggons took fire
at the 101st mile on the 10tk J!['cy'ch 1870.

WgeN the watchman gave: the danger signal, it was noticed by the fireman and mentioned to
the Driver and the engine stopped. No danger signal was given by the Guard till the engine
prake was applied. I went back and saw. the 4th and 5th waggons on fire ; the Chief Guard

telling the Driver to go ashead with the detached

unhooked the cotton waggons and gave ** Right” .
about two to three hundred yards and detached the burning waggons and told

head azain with the remainder.
between Codoor and Tirupetty with large logs of

after thig accident (while

wagcons, he went

the Driver to go 2

9. 1 noticed several fires along the line :
within two feet of the rails;

woods burning at the watchmen’s huts
running to Tirupetty) 1 particularly took notice that the sparks from these fires flew under the

waggons.



DProceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Pubtic Worls Depadtineat,
Sth April 1570,
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No. T3. ORDER THEREON, Sth April 1870, No. 9353,

" RAILWAY, No. 10, I

ORDCRED to bo recorded.

(Truc Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government.

- N ’ ] avs,
To the Corsalung Enzincer for Railway
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