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DPoceedings of the Madras Government, Public WV orks Department,
9¢th February 1870.

No. 158.  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J, BEAN, R.E.,
Acting Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, to the Secretary to Gov-
ernment, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 14th January 1870,
No. 5,038 :— : '

Wita reference to Government Order, No. 3,958, dated 17th December 1869,
I have the honour to report that the Assistant Commissary’s quarters at the Bakery,
Madras, were carefully built of the material which is in ordinary use at the Presi-
dency, and of which none of a bad quality was admitted on the work.

2. The building will be found to bear comparison with any other at the
Presidency erected by our department, and during its progress the barracks for
the Civil Engineering College Students, Chepauk, were erected of the same material,
and have since been occupied without any complaint, as Captain Edgcome informs
me, of any defective construction or material.

3. As regards the ridge ventilation reported by Colonel Ewart as constructed
so badly that every drop of rain that falls is blown into the room, I would obserye
that shortly after the quarters were built, the Assistant Commissary complained
that the wind blew the rain under the tiles of the ventilator, and eaves boards were put
up in consequence by our department just before the monsoon, since which time
no rain has penetrated through. ~Lieutenant Brown now complains that this board
harbours vermin, and wishes it removed. In high winds it is impossible to prevent
a drop of rain occasionally falling in the room with this style of ventilation, and
all we can do is to raise the covering surface of tiles as much as possible,

4. Colonel Ewart alsq complains that the walls of the Louse are quite damp
from the rain soaking through it on account of the dad maferial used. There are
no grounds for making such an accusation against the department as regards
material. There has been no leakage in the rooms; Mr. Brown pointed out a slight
discolouration in three places at the top of the walls caused by the damp, and such
dampness will occur in all new houses, more or less, when the walls are first roofed
in with new tiles. DBefore the next monsoon some of these tiles can be shifted and
no leakage need be apprchended. -

5. The well was sunk to the full depth, and the water became foul and offen-
sive when not used, which is the case with other wells in this neighbourhood when
the water is not drawn. We took the precaution to clean it out and put in sand,
and Mr. Browa promises to draw the water for some time before using it, and then
to pronounce on its fitness for domestic purposes.

6. DBolts instead of locks were provided on the doors, but a few of the latter

- will be supplied at Mr. Brown’s request after the close of the official year,

7. As regurds the rent paid for the quarters when compared with the accom-
modation afforded, I would observe that, in Government Order, No. 1,797, dated
8th June 1868, the size of the rooms was somewhat curtailed, but after the sanction
of the revised plan, the Executive Engineer enclosed a small verandah, and made
two extra bath-rooms, to satisfy the then occupant of the building, so that the space
afforded was 1,324, instead of 1,416 square fect as in the standard plan , & difference
of 92 Squa_re feet. ‘ : '
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Proceedings of the Madras Goéern;mzt, DLudlic Works

Department,
th February 1870.

8. The godowns now consist of a cook-

room, godown, and latrine, since
turned into a separate godown,

carriages and horses being provided for in the Bakery

9. Mr. Brown, before being furnished with quarters,
tion to his house-rent of Rupees 30 for his private house
Rupees 25 from his allowances and loses Presidency hous
bim is Rupees 10 in occupying public quarters, and this
might be abated from the rent to enablo bim to hire a ho

paid 15 rupces, in addi-
monthly, Ie now pays
e-rent, so that the loss to
amount, or Rupees 15,
use for lus gervants,
—_—

No. 159, OrDER THEREOY, 9th February 1870, No. 457,

MILITARY WORKS, No, 3 Tuz Controller of Military Accounts

having submitted certaip correspondence

tion, of the quarters for the Assistant Commissary at the Bakery at Madras was
brought to notice, the Government in ProceedmO's No.3 ,938, dated 17th December
1869, called upon the Superintending Enrrmeer of the 4th Division for such
explanatlons as he might have to offer. These Colonel Bean now submits in his
letter above recorded, and, on a consideration of the papers, I1js Excelleney the
Governor in Council is inclined to believe that the defects complained of have
been exaggerated and can be easily remedied ag they have been to some extent
already. :

2. The Government hope to be able to ‘make g
official year for the out-buildings to the quarters i
abatement of rent to the extent of Rupees 10 to be

grant durmﬂ‘ the ensuing

question, and they authorize an
made meanwhile,

(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E,,
Secretary to Government.

To the Military Department.
»» Superintending Engineer, 4th Divisic
» Controller of Public Works Accounts.

Ezd. E. C. Shunker.
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